WEEK OF DECEMBER 6, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: JOHN CENA, DOLPH ZIGGLER AND RYBACK VS. SETH ROLLINS, LUKE HARPER AND KANE - RAW, DECEMBER 1
Unlike last week, there weren't many matches to choose from when it came to the latest "Match of the Week." It's not that not a lot of matches were contested, it was just that none of them stood out as being great. It was a forgettable week on the whole to be honest, but the only contest that came the closest to grabbing my attention was the main event of Raw this week. It was set up nicely in the (unnecessarily long) opening segment of the show and everyone involved will be facing each other at the TLC pay-per-view next Sunday, so it made sense. Obviously, it won't go down in history as one of the greatest main event matches in Raw history, but all six competitors put forth a fairly good effort and the final few minutes (as is always the case in multi-man matches) were well done with everyone hitting their finishers. It was also a refreshing change of pace to not allow Kane to cause the match to go to disqualification for once. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: ERICK ROWAN
I know for a fact that I wasn't the only one who feared the worst for Erick Rowan when The Wyatt Family prematurely broke up a few months back. Rowan has never been the strongest in-ring worker (and he still isn't), but he never deserved to be anything below a midcarder. That said, I've been pleasantly surprised with how well WWE has been pushing him in recent weeks. He was showcased prominently on Raw this past Monday night, laying over the motionless body of Big Show to close out the show. That's in addition to a win in tag team action over Seth Rollins and Big Show on SmackDown. I'm not exactly sure what a Stairs match is, but if Rowan wins at TLC, I'm content. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: WWE NXT, DECEMBER 4
As noted, there really wasn't anything about this week in WWE that stood out as being notable... at all. Seriously, I struggled to name a "Show of the Week" because none of the programs in the last seven days did much to peak my interest. There was very little about Monday's Raw that I found enjoyable and it felt more like a filler week than anything else. SmackDown wasn't terrible, but it was decent at best with forgettable matches. Main Event was mediocre, and hell, I even contemplated giving this award to WWE Superstars! But we all know the world isn't ending just yet, so I gave the nod to Thursday's edition of NXT instead. Not all of it was awesome, but the final half of the show was strong. Among the highlights were Sasha Banks having a breakout night on the mic, Sami Zayn cutting a phenomenal promo, and another fun tag match from Hideo Itami and Finn Balor. If nothing else, next week's live special should be nothing short of amazing. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· The Miz and Jimmy Uso: Who would have ever thought that The Miz and Jimmy Uso together would be one of the best parts of the week? I didn't care much for the Tag Team Turmoil match (more on that later) and The Usos winning was predictable, but they made me care about their newfound feud with The Miz and Damien Mizdow over the WWE Tag Team Championships ten times more with their backstage segments, matches and involvement of Naomi. Everyone has flourished in their respective roles so far and it's great to see a feud in the tag team division actually mean something for once.
· Jack Swagger: I know some people will complain about seeing Jack Swagger feud with Rusev again, but I personally don't mind it. First of all, they've always had good matches. Secondly, it's over the United States Championship this time around. Swagger got some love from his hometown crowd in Oklahoma this week (unlike Jim Ross), had a passable match with Titus O'Neil and cut a solid promo on Main Event. Obviously, I don't expect Swagger to win the title, but it's a fine filler feud for Rusev before 'Mania time.
· Paul Heyman interview: I initially got excited about this interview thinking Heyman was going to announce Brock Lesnar (you know, the WWE World Heavyweight Champion) for next week's Raw, but I guess Lesnar was pulled from the event at the last minute. That aside, Heyman cut a good promo begging the question who becomes the No. 1 Contender if John Cena loses at TLC. I don't expect him to, but it definitely adds some extra intrigue to it.
· Adrian Neville and Sami Zayn: This wasn't Neville's finest hour on the mic, but he was good enough that his promo didn't bother me much at all. Zayn, on the other hand, was phenomenal here. He showed a side of himself we've never seen before and I loved the aggression he relayed in his slap to Neville. The fans at Full Sail University are so desperate to see him finally win the NXT Championship and are going to go crazy if he captures the gold on next week's live special.
· Paige vs. Emma: I tend to throw a bone to a Superstars match every once in a while and this definitely deserves a mention. Any longtime viewer of NXT knows how well these two work well together, so this shouldn't come as a big surprise to those people, but it was still an enjoyable matchup that wouldn't have gotten as much time as it did if it were on Raw or SmackDown.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Anonymous Raw General Manager: I always hated and will always hate this stupid gimmick. I wouldn't have minded it making an appearance had they not blown off the storyline two years ago when they revealed it as Hornswoggle and pretended we would all forget about it. Seriously, how dumb do they think we are? What's even worse was that it was built up to be a major part of the show last week, only to appear in the opening segment this week. Maybe that's a good thing, but I would have rather them not bring it back at all if they weren't going to reveal who it is or acknowledge their own storyline from 2012.
· Tag Team Turmoil: I appreciated the in-ring work of the match and was glad it was given as much time as it did (it beats the hell out of another long, drawn out talking segment to kick off Raw), but none of it felt worthwhile. I'm a fan of The Usos and was fine with them winning, but why were Adam Rose and The Bunny the last ones eliminated? Worse yet, it further exposed how weak the division is right now. Yes, we have The New Day now, but that's not enough to salvage this dwindling division.
· Fandango: Another week has gone by and I still couldn't care less about the "new and improved" Fandango. I was happy I didn't have to sit through another match of his on Raw, but I wasn't so fortunate when watching Main Event. I just fail to see what's new about it aside from the new music. I hate to sound like a broken record, but they need to ditch the dancing gimmick and allow Johnny Curtis to be himself: a great wrestler.
· Gold and Stardust and Adam Rose and The Bunny: The stuff with Rose and The Bunny jumped the shark a long, long time ago. I was intrigued at first, but I want it to end as much as the next guy. I don't think I even care who's under the mask because we all know it'll be someone random anyway. They didn't plant any more seeds toward their inevitable split this week, so therefore this match served zero purpose.
· Brie Bella vs. Naomi: I enjoyed all the television time Naomi received this week and am happy to see her finally getting her due, but all the stuff with Brie Bella has been extremely confusing. I still think she'll turn on her sister Nikki at some point, but until then, she's just in an awkward match as a heel. Plus, no one cared about this bout with all the attention on AJ Lee on commentary.
