Week in Review - December 8, 2012
Match of the Week: United States Title Fatal 4 Way - Raw, December 3
While most of the matches that occurred this past week were nothing out of the ordinary, one match in particular caught the attention of the WWE Universe on this week's edition of Monday Night Raw. Although a tag team match pitting Intercontinental Champion Kofi Kingston and R-Truth against United States Champion Antonio Cesaro and Wade Barrett originally scheduled, it was scratched in favor of a RAWactive match (as made by Teddy Long) that would contested for either the Intercontinental or United States Championship. The polls indicated that the latter would be on the line in a Fatal 4 Way featuring all four valiant competitors, where the odds were obviously stacked against Cesaro. Regardless, he managed to hold his own against the others, while everyone else also came close to capturing the gold. Barrett, Cesaro, Kingston and Truth all had impressive showings, pulling out their signature spots at various points in the contest. In a flurry of finishers, the Swiss sensation interrupted Kingston's pin-fall on Barrett, connected with a Neutralizer on the Intercontinental Champion, and successfully maintained possession of his star-spangled prize. 
Superstar of the Week: Antonio Cesaro
There was not one single Superstar that shined the brightest this week, but United States Champion Antonio Cesaro had impressive showings on all three of WWE's weekly televised programs over the last seven days. On Raw, Cesaro was forced to defend his title against three other competitors in a Fatal 4 Way that he wasn't even ready for. Regardless, Cesaro overcame the odds by pinning the Intercontinental Champion to successfully retain his star-spangled prize. Two nights later on WWE Main Event, Cesaro's scheduled match-up against Kingston was cut short before transitioning into a tag team match, where he and Barrett lost to the reuniting duo of Kingston and R-Truth. While he might not have walked out of SmackDown looking strong, he still executed one of the better promos thus far in his WWE career before being interrupted by Truth. If Cesaro keeps this up, I could very well see him being champ for the foreseeable future.
Show of the Week: Monday night Raw - December 3, 2012
WWE didn't have much to offer this week, but of the three weekly televised programs, Raw was certainly the best, even though that's not saying much. Similar to the week before, it featured some solid action, which is what almost every wrestling fan yearns for on a three-hour show to effectively kill time instead of wasting it on pointless promos and meaningless matches. However, I enjoyed the two segments involving WWE Champion CM Punk and The Miz, which showcased the mic skills of both guys. Miz is still coming onto his own in his new babyface role, but the live crowd seemed to love him. As always, Punk was strong on the mic, which made for an entertaining lie detector segment at the conclusion of the show. However, the various run-ins from The Shield over the course of the night were very well done. It was a great way to get even more heat on them while furthering their feud with Ryback in the process. While WWE Main Event is usually good, this week's edition revolved only around two matches that didn't pack much of a punch. SmackDown was decent, but nowhere as good as it has been in recent weeks. It felt quite repetitive given the same tiresome matches we've already seen numerous times before.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
The Shield: Once again, The Shield was the thing to watch this week. Had they not been featured on two of the three shows this week, there would've been no point in watching. Their various attacks on Team Hell No, Randy Orton and The Miz were excellently done, and their brief video clip that aired on SmackDown was worth a second look for sure. I'm surprised they've stayed intriguing for this long, and I hope they keep up the strong in-ring and mic work going forward.
· CM Punk surpasses John Cena's 380-day WWE title reign: Did anyone honestly think CM Punk would ever surpass John Cena's record-setting WWE Championship reign from 2007? Nobody? Didn't think so. Punk has been a fantastic champion since capturing the title last November, and he's definitely deserving of this impressive accolade. With this achievement, Punk now becomes the longest reigning WWE Champ in the history of Raw and in the last 20 years. Now, only one question remains: Who will be the one to put an end to Punk's illustrious reign?
· United States/Intercontinental Championship feuds: If there was one thing to take notice of this week, it was the mid-card, specifically the United States and Intercontinental Championship pictures respectively. The feuds pitting R-Truth against Antonio Cesaro and Kofi Kingston against Wade Barrett were furthered on all three shows and in effective fashion as well. There have many complaints over the years as to how the second-tier belts have lost their prestige, and think their exposure on television over the course of the week was a step in the right direction.
· Alberto Del Rio vs. Sin Cara: As previously stated, there weren't many matches worth watching this week, but Alberto Del Rio vs. Sin Cara from Raw was most certainly a highlight. Although Sin Cara has been known to botch quite a bit, he was able to hold his own during his fun bout with Del Rio on the flagship show. It was predictable that Del Rio would emerge victorious, but Cara still had an impressive outing against the former WWE Champion.
This Week's Low Points
CM Punk's injury: On CM Punk's record-setting 380th day as WWE Champion, he underwent immediate surgery on his left knee. Terrible timing to say the least. Luckily, the surgery was successful, meaning he won't have to relinquish his belt after all. However, this also means we won't be seeing the Straightedge Savior in any in-ring action for the next few weeks, but expect to see him in some kind role where he'll still be able to featured prominently on Raw each week.
· Vince McMahon and Vickie Guerrero segment: What was the point of this promo? Sure, it made John Cena vs. Dolph Ziggler official for TLC, but it was done in anticlimactic fashion. McMahon's appearance felt underwhelming, and based on Raw's rating that night, it didn't make much of an impact on viewership either.
· The Great Khali and Hornswoggle vs. Primo and Epico: Different week, different match, same garbage. I get the appeal of Hornswoggle and Khali to younger viewers, but they don't do anything for a majority of the audience. This bout served zero purpose on this week's SmackDown and quite frankly was a huge waste of time. It's a shame to see such a talented tandem in Primo and Epico being used as fodder to two of WWE's biggest jokes.
· Prime Time Players' new entrance music: Although I didn't like "Move (Get It In)" at first, I came to love it once the Prime Time Players. That being said, I was truly disappointed when I heard them enter to new entrance music on Monday's Raw. I believe the lyrics to their new song are more fitting of their gimmick, but it's nowhere as catchy as the previous tune.
