Week of December 8, 2018
Match of the Week: AJ Styles vs. The Miz - SmackDown Live, December 4
I was actually hoping The Miz would be the one to ultimately dethrone AJ Styles as WWE Champion, if only to see them have a strong series of matches like what we would saw on Tuesday's SmackDown Live. The two originally collided on Miz TV earlier in the evening, and although Miz hasn't been involved in too much of note lately, he held his own against Styles and looked strong in defeat. Meanwhile, Styles was his usual exceptional self and put forth a phenomenal (pun intended) performance. It was an entertaining encounter on the whole and closed out SmackDown on a high note.
Superstar of the Week: Daniel Bryan
Who knew heel Daniel Bryan would be so damn entertaining? He was so likable as a babyface that it was unknown how he'd fare in his new role upon capturing the WWE Championship last month, but already he seems to be extremely comfortable as a heel. That much was evident during Miz TV on SmackDown Live when he went off on the WWE Universe for destroying the environment and all these other things. He sounded like a madman, but his delivery was amazing. He then went on to annihilate AJ Styles following his main event match with The Miz.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, December 5
Coming off another tremendous TakeOver a few weeks ago, NXT is already looking ahead to the next anticipated event over Royal Rumble weekend. This week's edition of NXT TV was a highly enjoyable hour of wrestling, filled with above-average in-ring action, solid storytelling and feuds being furthered. The debuting Punishment Martinez took Matt Riddle to his limit in the exciting opener, Forgotten Sons maintained momentum with a win, Shayna Baszler and Dakota Kai produced a very well-wrestled match, and the closing segment was terrific.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins and Dean Ambrose: I'm not digging this feud as much as I once was, mostly because of how heel Ambrose has been portrayed so far. There is such a simple storyline explanation for him turning heel: Rollins betrayed him the exact same way back in 2014, plus Rollins wasn't there for him when Ambrose was out injured earlier this year. Instead, Ambrose is cutting promos about vaccinations and how smelly the fans are. That aside, this was a decent segment with a hot brawl between Ambrose and Rollins. WWE has hindered my interest in this feud a bit, but I'm still looking forward to their match at TLC.
· Drew McIntyre vs. Dolph Ziggler: I've been wondering for weeks when these two were going to break it off. They suddenly stopped appearing together on TV, so I was glad Ziggler finally brought up how McIntyre kicked him to the curb for bigger and better things. I wasn't a fan of Ziggler laying out McIntyre following their verbal sparring, nor was I a fan of Ziggler subsequently beating him (handing McIntyre his first one-on-one loss by pinfall on the main roster in the process), but at least the match itself was enjoyable.
· Jey Uso vs. Xavier Woods vs. Cesaro: The Usos, The New Day and The Bar always work well together, so I'm excited for their upcoming Triple Threat match for the SmackDown Tag Team Championship at TLC. We had a small taste of what to expect in that outing on Tuesday's SmackDown Live when a member from each tandem collided in a terrific three-way. Although it virtually didn't matter who won, it was very fun from start to finish and allowed The Usos to receive a small boost of momentum with Jey's victory. I'm intrigued to see how next week's "rap battle" will play out.
· SmackDown Women's Championship contract signing: Every contract signing feels the same nowadays, but I thought Becky Lynch, Charlotte Flair and Asuka did an excellent job of hyping up their TLC match. All of them cut great promos about their motivation to take the title and I loved how you could feel the bad blood between them. Charlotte vs. Asuka in a WrestleMania rematch next week should be must-see.
· Shayna Baszler vs. Dakota Kai: Those who have followed NXT closely this year would know of the history between Baszler and Kai. In fact, Kai was Baszler's very first opponent in NXT back in January, and since then, Baszler has embarked on a path of destruction and has been booked dominantly. Although fans had no reason to believe that Kai would beat Baszler on Wednesday's NXT, she put up a hell of a fight and came close to upsetting the NXT Women's Champion on several occasions. Despite her valiant effort, Baszler had her hand raised in the end. The post-match angle with Io Shirai coming out to save Kai from Baszler, Marina Shafir and Jessamyn Duke was well done and I'm sure a six-woman tag team matchup (also involving Kairi Sane) is inevitable.
This Week's Low Points
· Ronda Rousey and Ember Moon vs. Nia Jax and Tamina: I'm all for the women competing in the main event of Raw, but this was a lousy match. I give credit to Rousey and Moon for trying their best to carry Jax and Tamina to a competent contest, but it was to no avail. Jax and Tamina are just too terrible, which is why I'm dreading Rousey vs. Jax coming up at TLC. I realize Rousey and Jax managed to have a better-than-expected bout at Money in the Bank, but we'll see if lightning will strike twice. If nothing else, it was nice to see Moon win for a change after losing for so long. Here's hoping she can continue to bounce back in the weeks ahead.
· Sasha Banks and Bayley vs. Mickie James and Alicia Fox: This has been the case for a while, but man, Raw's women's division could really use some sort of a shake-up at the moment. I feel like I'm watching the same matches with the same women week after week. Alexa Bliss holding yet another "open forum" with Banks and Bayley was an awful idea, and then this tag team affair wasn't that much better. I have no clue where any of this is going, and even if leads to women's tag team titles being introduced, I don't care.
· The Lucha House Party vs. Scott Dawson: Dawson demanded a one-on-one match with a member of Lucha House Party, and technically he got his wish, but the bout was contested under "Lucha House Rules." As I've said several times in recent weeks, I don't understand how any of this is supposed to help anyone. Lucha House Party come across as opportunistic heels who need to play the numbers game to win matches (despite that not being the case on 205 Live). Meanwhile, The Revival are being buried left and right. I have zero faith they will ever recover.
· Bobby Roode and Chad Gable vs. AOP and Drake Maverick: I wasn't extremely excited for Roode vs. Maverick as it was, but then Baron Corbin had to go ahead and change the rules by making it a Handicap match. The stipulation was that if Roode and Gable won, they would have earned another shot at the Raw Tag Team Championship. Thus, it looks like they won't be getting that golden opportunity any time soon. This was dumb.
· Jeff Hardy vs. Randy Orton: From an in-ring standpoint, this was perfectly serviceable and better than the aforementioned matches here in the "Low Points" column, but I am beyond done with Hardy vs. Orton at this point. I thoroughly enjoyed their rivalry over the summer, but it's high time we moved on from them facing off every other week. Their encounter on SmackDown Live paled in comparison to past matches they've had against each other. Plus, it featured a predictable finish with Samoa Joe distracting Hardy long enough to allow Orton to pick up the victory. On the bright side, Joe has been killing it on the microphone in his program with Hardy, but in order to be taken seriously again, he has to emerge from the feud with more wins than losses.
