Week of December 9, 2017
Match of the Week: Johnny Gargano vs. Kassius Ohno: NXT Championship No. 1 Contender's Qualifying Match - NXT, December 6
There was so much enjoyable wrestling on Raw this week that I thought for sure I would feature one of those matches from Monday as the "Match of the Week," but then NXT happened. Kassius Ohno was originally supposed to take on The Velveteen Dream to determine who would advance to the NXT Championship No. 1 Contender's Fatal 4-Way match in a few weeks, but "injuries" prevented Dream from competing and Johnny Gargano took his place. Well, I couldn't have been happier that he did because this was an absolutely exceptional outing. 

Superstar of the Week: Absolution
Raw's women's division has desperately needed a shake-up for some time now, and Absolution was exactly what the doctor ordered. From the moment they arrived on the scene two weeks ago, they have run rampant over Raw and taken no prisoners. Paige, Mandy Rose and Sonya Deville were once again the stars of Monday's show when Paige beat Sasha Banks in an above-average one-on-one match. Later that night, they reemerged to fend off Asuka and attack Alicia Fox. Deville's victory versus Ruby Riot on NXT two days later was the icing on the cake. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, December 4
NXT was awesome as usual this past week and could have very easily run away with this award, but I felt the need to give the nod to Raw considering it isn't often the flagship show has as entertaining of an episode as it did on Monday night. I really appreciated how wrestling-heavy the show was, kicking off with a hot Intercontinental Championship match followed by Paige and Sasha Banks getting a ton of time for their bout. The Cruiserweights also shined in their Fatal 4-Way and the evening was capped off by a fun tag team title matchup. Plus, "Woken" Matt Hardy finally arrived! 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns vs. Jason Jordan: If you were annoyed by Jordan's pre-match promo during his confrontation with his "dad" Kurt Angle, good, you were supposed to be. The guy is clearly turning heel, which is absolutely the right move to make with him. Jordan's problem has never been in the ring, however, and that was evident in this outing with Reigns for the Intercontinental Championship. Although it was obvious he wasn't winning the title, he looked credible in defeat and gave Reigns a hell of a fight. It'll be interesting to see when WWE finally pulls the trigger on the turn for Jordan and if they will wait until the new year.
· Sheamus and Cesaro vs. Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins: Yes, we have seen these two teams work countless matches against each other since the summer, but on the bright side, the matches are always above-average. Monday's main event was no exception as the duos known as The Bar and The Shield put forth a great effort and had the audience engaged in everything they did. I liked that they got creative with the finish and had Samoa Joe interfere to cost Shield the belts, since everyone assumed the titles were changing hands.
· Drew Gulak vs. Mustafa Ali vs. Cedric Alexander vs. Tony Nese: Similar to last week's Fatal 4-Way match with the Cruiserweights, I loved that these four received as much time as they did for this contest considering the Cruiserweights are usually an afterthought on Raw. Each of the athletes were able to shine at one point or another and the crowd was actually into the action. I would have preferred Alexander going over because him vs. Rich Swann would have been a blast, but Gulak has successfully reinvented himself and deserved to win just as much.
· "Woken" Matt Hardy debuts: Fans have been anxiously awaiting the debut of "Broken" Matt Hardy character since The Hardy Boyz returned at WrestleMania 33, and it happened at long last this week on Raw. I'm skeptical they will do right by the gimmick, but it's off to a strong start with Hardy engaging in a war of words with Bray Wyatt. This program has potential be something special, so fingers crossed WWE doesn't get too cute with the "Woken" stuff going forward.
· Randy Orton vs. Sami Zayn: The stipulation with Kevin Owens being handcuffed to the bottom rope throughout the bout was a bit hokey, and you had to know he would escape eventually, but the match itself was entertaining. Zayn hasn't won many more matches as a heel than when he was a babyface, but his partnership with Owens has been such a treat to watch thus far. Additionally, Shinsuke Nakamura coming to Orton's aid afterward was logical given he has been off TV since Survivor Series. Their upcoming tag team match at Clash of Champions is the only matchup on the card I find myself looking forward to because I have no idea where this angle is headed. Will Owens and Zayn actually be "fired"?
This Week's Low Points
· Finn Balor vs. Bo Dallas: I guess I should appreciate how Balor wasn't made to look like a loser this week or get brutally attacked by Kane, but a completely throwaway match with Dallas simply isn't enough. The build-up was that Dallas threw out the challenge during a backstage segment, and that was it. This should have been a showcase for Balor, but instead, it was a competitive contest between a former Universal Champion and a glorified enhancement talent. Don't get me wrong, I like Dallas, but there was no excuse for having him get as much offense as he did against Balor. The bizarre booking of Balor continues.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Tamina: Let us all be thankful for the call-ups of Ruby Riot, Liv Morgan and Sarah Logan from NXT, because Charlotte vs. Tamina was reportedly the direction WWE was headed in with the women on SmackDown before they arrived. If their outing on Tuesday night was any indication, that rivalry would have been a total disaster. This lasted far longer than it should have because nothing about it was good. Tamina should feel lucky she still has a job with so much new blood in both the Raw and SmackDown women's divisions.
· Bobby Roode vs. Baron Corbin: I've asked a number of people why Dolph Ziggler is a part of the United States Championship match at Clash of Champions and no one could give me a straight answer. That's because he shouldn't be and it makes no sense. It would have been slightly more logical to announce the match after he got involved in Roode vs. Corbin on SmackDown, but if nothing else, he should make the matchup better. Roode and Corbin did nothing to get me excited about a rematch between them down the road because this bored me to tears.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Noam Dar: I'm not sure if the originally scheduled Alexander vs. Drew Gulak match would have been an improvement over this, but we haven't seen that match a million times like we have Alexander vs. Dar. These two had one of the worst feuds in recent memory earlier this year and I was happy they blew off their long-running rivalry a while ago, but this brought back bad memories. Granted, it was merely a one-off, but it didn't open 205 Live on a high note.
· Rich Swann vs. Tony Nese: To their credit, this was slightly better than the aforementioned Alexander vs. Dar match, but it was a pretty basic main event for 205 Live on Tuesday night and nothing more. Oddly enough, the Cruiserweights were given the green light to go all out in their recent Fatal 4-Way matches on Raw, but that hasn't been the case on 205 Live. Most of the matches are mediocre at best, like this one, and they aren't giving viewers a reason to tune in. By the way, if this is the type of match fans will be getting at the 205 Live house shows coming up in early 2018, then that experiment might be over before it really begins. I, personally, would not pay money to see more forgettable matches I can already see for free.
