Week of February 10, 2018
Match of the Week: Hideo Itami vs. Roderick Strong: WWE Cruiserweight Championship Tournament First Round Match - 205 Live, February 6
I had high hopes for this matchup coming into 205 Live, and yet Hideo Itami and Roderick Strong somehow managed to exceed my lofty expectations. They had an exhausted crowd to overcome, but through their highly physical style and outstanding chemistry, the NXT alums were able to get the audience engaged in the exciting action and produce a phenomenal matchup. While I don't know what this loss means for Itami, Strong is a fresh face on 205 Live and I would absolutely love to see him go all the way in this WWE Cruiserweight Championship Tournament.
Superstar of the Week: Elias
You know who wants to walk with Elias? This guy! And so should you. I will be the first person to admit that I wasn't enamored with his gimmick in the slightest in NXT, and for whatever reason, it never clicked with me or audiences. However, it has been the complete opposite on the main roster, and his last ten months on Raw have been a blast. This week, he picked up the biggest win of his career to date by pinning John Cena in a Triple Threat match to earn the final spot in the men's Elimination Chamber. This is merely the beginning for Elias.
Show of the Week: WWE 205 Live, February 6
Needless to say, 205 Live has been an extremely uneventful program since its inception in November 2016, but it has been a whole new show for the past two weeks. Reportedly, Triple H has taken control of 205 Live from Vince McMahon, which makes all the sense in the world. The latest installment was an exceptional one as Kalisto and Lince Dorado kicked off the night on a high note with an awesome outing that saw Kalisto advance in the Cruiserweight Championship Tournament. And then, as previously mentioned, Hideo Itami and Roderick Strong killed it in the night's main event.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Sheamus and Cesaro vs. Seth Rollins and Roman Reigns: Did you know this marked Rollins' eighth televised Raw Tag Team Championship match since SummerSlam? All of them involved Sheamus and Cesaro, by the way, which is pretty ridiculous. As much as I'm ready for this rivalry to be put to rest, though, this was a very entertaining encounter. Reigns was a logical replacement for Jason Jordan given his relationship with Rollins and the crowd was engaged in the action from beginning to end. The finish was flat, mind you, but I liked the storytelling with Jordan "accidentally" costing Rollins and Reigns the win.
· Kevin Owens vs. Sami Zayn: I can't think of a single match these two have had over the years that hasn't been featured in the "Highlights" column. The heel vs. heel dynamic here hardly mattered as the audience was alive for everything they did, anyway. I appreciated how they were actually competitive with each other and didn't resort to shenanigans. Then again, AJ Styles looking like an idiot by attacking both men and causing himself to wind up in a Triple Threat match at Fastlane for his WWE Championship was stupid.
· Bobby Roode vs. Rusev: The early goings weren't exactly enthralling, but I did enjoy this United States Championship clash on the whole between Roode and Rusev. If there was any time to do a double turn, this would have been it, because I firmly believe both men would be better off in the opposite role. Nevertheless, this was a solid title defense for Roode. The post-match stuff with Randy Orton laying everyone out was cool and I'm looking forward to a Roode vs. Orton program. Not only does it feel fresh, it could lead to a heel turn for Orton that is long overdue.
· Kalisto vs. Lince Dorado: This would have been a fairly forgettable matchup a month or so ago, but with the reboot of 205 Live, this was a super enjoyable outing in the ongoing Cruiserweight Championship Tournament. Dorado has picked up a number of key victories since returning to the ring in January and his alliance with Kalisto is well-documented. Thus, they brought the best out of each other on Tuesday night and had the match many knew they were capable of.
· SAnitY vs. Undisputed Era: Although everyone was originally expecting Undisputed Era to defend the NXT Tag Team Championship against SAnitY on NXT this week, we got a six-man tornado tag team match instead. It was a nice consolation prize to say the least. The two factions worked wonderfully together and delivered in the extreme environment. Undisputed Era should be protected as much as possible, but I was fine with them eating the loss on this show because SAnitY desperately needed a win of some sort. I'll be interesting to see if they wait until TakeOver: New Orleans to do the NXT tag team title rematch between them or if it will take place on an upcoming episode of NXT TV.
This Week's Low Points
· Alexa Bliss confronts Kurt Angle: Bliss' character is a constant complainer, so it made total sense for her to get in Angle's face about having to defend her Raw Women's Championship inside the Elimination Chamber when Universal Champion Brock Lesnar won't have to. What didn't make sense, however, was Angle's explanation, or lack thereof. He merely asked the WWE Universe if they wanted to see Bliss put her gold up for grabs in the Chamber, and they chanted "Yes!" Wouldn't they have done the same thing if he polled them about Lesnar defending his title as well? He never gave her a clear answer, so this was pointless.
· Mickie James vs. Sonya Deville: To go off what I mentioned there at the end of the previous paragraph, it looks like Bliss is attempting to make friends out of the women involved in the Chamber match, bettering her chances of retaining her title in the process. That being said, the match that preceded Bliss saving James from an Absolution attack was a waste of time and featured nothing of note. Deville is coming along nicely in the ring, but James rolling her up out of nowhere for the victory was anticlimactic.
· Cedric Alexander and Mustafa Ali vs. Tony Nese and Drew Gulak: I'm all for the the reboot of 205 Live as I discussed up above, but this was a straightforward Cruiserweight match and no different than what we normally get from them on Raw. The tag team affair was well-wrestled, but it's been well-established that the babyfaces beating Nese and Gulak means nothing. On the bright side, according to what Drake Maverick said on Tuesday's 205 Live, they will be undergoing gimmick overhauls as soon as next week and will (hopefully) no longer be comedic relief.
· Chad Gable and Shelton Benjamin vs. The Ascension: Similar to their matchup last week against The Ascension, this was fine for what it was, but it's tough to care about Gable and Benjamin picking up victories versus teams that don't matter. It WWE was so keen on protecting them, then why have them lose so decisively to The Usos at the Royal Rumble? I'm glad they've rebounded with a pair of wins, but they'd also benefit from some character development, too.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Liv Morgan: The booking of SmackDown Live's women's division is beyond abysmal. It feels like there's Charlotte and then everyone else. What reason do we have to care about anyone? It appears Ruby Riott is being set up as Charlotte's next SmackDown Women's Championship challenger, but The Riott Squad is so far from being considered a threat that it's almost laughable to even think Riott would win the title. As far as this match goes, I appreciated that Charlotte was intense and all business from the get-go, but Morgan is simply not that good in the ring. We need more individual stories with the women of SmackDown and less of everyone getting shoehorned into the same story.
