Week of February 13, 2016
Match of the Week: AJ Styles vs. Chris Jericho - SmackDown, February 11
In all honesty, there is plenty to be excited about right now in WWE, but nothing has entertained me more than the ongoing rivalry between AJ Styles and Chris Jericho. Of course, it kicked off with their limited interaction in the 2016 Royal Rumble match and continued the next night on Raw when Styles topped Jericho in singles competition. The feud has only escalated since then, and last week on SmackDown, Y2J challenged Styles to a rematch on the subsequent episode. As enjoyable as their initial encounter was, their second time mixing it up was even better. Both of them were able to incorporate most if not all of their signature spots and the momentum was constantly shifting between the two. Jericho was finally able to keep Styles down for a count of three after connecting with a Codebreaker, but we haven't seen the last of this feud yet. 

Superstar of the Week: Daniel Bryan
What a sad week this was for the world of wrestling. I can't say I was too shocked when I heard Daniel Bryan would be retiring from the ring due to medical reasons simply because it's been almost a year since he last wrestled, but that didn't make the news any less disappointing. I know I was hoping to see him back in the ring at some point, even if it was for a different promotion, but that's apparently not the case with his health issues being much worse than originally expected. But at the end of the day, his health and happiness are what matter most, and I'm excited to see what the next chapter of his life holds. Here's hoping he will continue to be a part of WWE in some form or fashion as an ambassador, trainer or even as a commentator. He is too tremendous of a talent to not be involved in an on-air capacity or at least in a major role backstage. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown, February 11
Is it just me or is SmackDown getting better and better by the week? I absolutely loved the approach to this week's main event between AJ Styles and Chris Jericho by not only advertising it one week in advance (which is unprecedented might I add) but also furthering the feud on Raw and promoting it on that platform as well. And they had them interact at the start of the show by teaming them up in tag action against The Social Outcasts! Their one-on-one match was pretty great to say the least, but I would be lying if I said that was the only thing worth watching from the show. Sasha Banks vs. Naomi was actually ten times better than you would expect it to be, as they had one hell of a match. The promo from The Dudley Boyz was well done and even the six-man tag team match was fun. I'm already excited for next Thursday night! 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Daniel Bryan says goodbye: It's amazing to me that despite never being known for being the best talker, Bryan cut the greatest promo of his entire career when he announced his retirement on Raw. But can you really call it a promo when it was as emotional and as heartfelt as it was? I was happy to see WWE give him the time to express what was on his mind. They could have easily gone off the air, but they didn't, and I commend them for that. Not to mention that having it take place in his backyard of Seattle was beyond perfect and it made that atmosphere so electric. Thanks for an amazing run, Bryan. You will be missed in the ring!
· Brock Lesnar, Dean Ambrose and Roman Reigns: At first, I thought it was foolish for WWE to start off Raw with yet another contract signing instead of Bryan, but this ended up working out for the better. It wasn't your traditional contract signing as they skipped over the talking and got right into the action, which was wonderful. I really liked the story that built throughout the night with Ambrose and Lesnar and how Ambrose was determined to exact his revenge on The Beast Incarnate. Ultimately, he did, but under dubious circumstances.
· The Dudley Boyz turn heel: It's about damn time! I was as thrilled as anyone when they came back to the company in August, but WWE has made them feel like nothing more than a nostalgia act in recent months by having them lose at every turn. Their change in character on Monday night was a breath of fresh air not only for them but the entire division. Now we have a real feud for once between The Dudley Boyz and The Usos, a rivalry I have been highly anticipating for a long, long time. Their promo on SmackDown was also effective in establishing their new heel persona. So long, tables!
· Sasha Banks vs. Naomi: I honestly expected the crowd to sit on their hands for this one, but I was pleasantly surprised by how awesome this was. Both are great workers, but Naomi has been neglected to the point where I assumed the audience no longer cared, but she really shined in this bout along with Banks. This Divas tag team feud has been better than expected thus far, so Fastlane should be interesting.
· Bayley vs. Carmella: All right, so this didn't come close to being as good as Bayley's past title defenses against Banks and others, but for what it was, I enjoyed it. To her credit, Carmella has improved immensely as a worker and has come a long way since she first joined the Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady crew. She is slowly but surely coming into her own and Bayley definitely brought the best out of her here. The match itself was a treat, but I liked the post-match angle even more with Nia Jax and Eva Marie laying out the babyfaces only for Asuka to make the save. The subtle tease for Bayley vs. Asuka was a thing of beauty. That match should be nothing short of sensational when it eventually comes to fruition.
This Week's Low Points
· Titus O'Neil: I'm not sure how much I can really say about the situation without knowing all the facts. My understanding is that O'Neil was suspended for 90 days for "unprofessional conduct" at Monday's Raw when he "playfully yet physically" grabbed Vince McMahon's arm. I realize the sentence was shortened to 60 days, but that is absolutely ridiculous for something of that nature. There has to be more to the story, right? I'm praying that there is because this story sounds so silly on the surface. The worst part of all is that he will likely be missing WrestleMania 32 as a result. This must be Vince's way of making an example of out of him, but still.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Kevin Owens: I gave these two a break last week by including them in "Highlights" section because I liked the match they had, and although their match this week was equally entertaining, I have to draw a line and put them in "Low Points" column. There was no context behind this contest other than we know they have been trading wins lately. There wasn't any aftermath or follow-up either, so why are the fans expected to care who wins and who loses? Let's hope a fourth match isn't in the cards for Fastlane.
· The Lucha Dragons vs. League of Nations: This wasn't a major offense but rather a small nitpick. First and foremost, it's nice to see Sin Cara back in action after a month-long layoff, but his return shouldn't shelve Kalisto's singles push at all. They can remain allies, but Kalisto should focus on the United States Championship, so I worry about him potentially dropping it at Fastlane to Alberto Del Rio. As for this match, it was a formulaic tag team match that was hard to invest in and Del Rio pinning Kalisto didn't get me any more excited about their upcoming rematch at the event.
· Alexa Bliss vs. Cameron: On the bright side, Bliss has a ton of potential both as a wrestler and as a character. Similar to Carmella, she too has improved leaps and bounds in the past two years. But I'm still scratching my head as to why this match happened. Cameron is mediocre at best in the ring and their match contained several sloppy spots. Who was the crowd supposed to cheer for here?
· Elias Sampson vs. Jesse Sorenson: Basically, you can take anything that I have about Sampson in the past and apply it here because my thoughts on him haven't changed, and they won't change as long as he is doing this dumb gimmick. He comes across as a poor man's Jeff Jarrett and I haven't seen enough of his in-ring work to truly get as a grasp for what he is capable of. I think the UCF Arena had the right idea when they chanted for him to "drift away." I would not be opposed to that. The sad thing is that I believe we're in for more of Sampson in the coming weeks as he was involved in multiple matches at the last batch of tapings. Until the character is tweaked, crowds will continue to crap all over it.
