Week of February 13, 2021

Match of the Week:
MSK vs. Legado del Fantasma (NXT, February 10)
MSK have been booked like such stars since arriving in NXT, which has been super refreshing following their less-than-stellar IMPACT run. They're still the same excellent athletes they've always been, except now they're winning more matches and being given more opportunities to have standout performances. That was once again the case this week when they took on Legado del Fantasma in a semifinal match in the men's Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic. The outcome was never in doubt in my opinion, but that hardly mattered as the action was exciting and both teams brought the goods. MSK vs. Grizzled Young Veterans in the finals should be a blast. 

Superstar of the Week:
Cesaro
It's been years since Cesaro was last positioned as anyone important on his own. He's been a tag team wrestler for so long that I think it's easy to forget how freakishly good the guy is and he's been reminding everyone of that lately on SmackDown. This was an especially excellent week for him as he seemed to kick off something with Seth Rollins. Regardless of how long the rivalry lasts, it's an awesome spot for him to be in. Then, he successfully teamed with Daniel Bryan in the main event to qualify for the blue brand's Elimination Chamber match. My money is on him to win the whole thing.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT, February 10
NXT TakeOver: Vengeance Day is shaping up to be a hell of a show and the black-and-gold brand did an effective job of leaving viewers excited for the event with this week's edition of NXT. Every advertised TakeOver match was hyped up in some form or fashion, specifically with that show-closing sequence. From an in-ring standpoint, we were treated to a handful of top-notch matches in both the men's and women's Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic tournaments as well as a solid Kushida vs. Austin Theory match. Throw in Cameron Grimes' return and it was quite the two hours of entertainment. You can expect TakeOver to deliver as always come Sunday night.
This Week's Highlights
· AJ Styles vs. Jeff Hardy: These two have had a handful of matches since the summer and all of them have been entertaining. It's a shame Hardy doesn't mean more at the moment and has been so creatively damaged because this could have felt bigger than it did. Nonetheless, I enjoyed it for what it was. It also served as a small preview of the WWE Championship Elimination Chamber match both men were announced as competing in right before this bout occurred.
· Keith Lee vs. Riddle: I have no idea where Lee was for the last month, but I'm happy he's back. Between the independent scene and NXT, he and Riddle have worked together a ton over the years, so I wasn't surprised by the quality of this contest. I appreciated that Lee won clean instead of The Hurt Business interfering and causing it to be thrown out. That Triple Threat for the United States Championship at Elimination Chamber screams show-stealer to me.
· Damian Priest vs. Angel Garza: I'm sure this could have been even better with more time, but it was well-wrestled, nonetheless. This is in the "Highlights" column for a few other reasons, however. Not only was it nice seeing Garza return to Raw after a lengthy absence (he's been on Main Event for months), Priest continues to come across like a star. He's benefiting big time from his alliance with Bad Bunny, no matter what fans think about it. He's off to a strong start on Raw.
· Seth Rollins returns: Rollins reverting back to his old "Burn It Down" entrance music was weird, but personally, I'm glad he's keeping his messiah-esque character for now. It was way too soon for him to go back to being a babyface and SmackDown needs main event-level heels at the moment. There was no need for the SmackDown roster to be out there for his speech in the first place, but Cesaro sticking around and getting attacked by Rollins was definitely interesting.
· Big E vs. Shinsuke Nakamura: I was so happy that Big E turned down Apollo Crews' invitation for another Intercontinental Championship match despite Big E issuing an open challenge. From a storyline standpoint, he's done nothing to deserve another shot and has been beaten multiple times. Nakamura should have been in an Elimination Chamber qualifier, but at least he was on the show this week in something significant. The title picture is heating up.
· Tommaso Ciampa and Timothy Thatcher vs. Grizzled Young Veterans: I assumed Ciampa and Thatcher were put together for a reason and that they were going all the way in the Dusty Classic this year. I was pleasantly surprised by that not being the case as Grizzled Young Veterans vs. MSK is a better bout on paper in my opinion and it's between two actual teams. This was a kickass, hard-hitting main event to boot. Is the Ciampa and Thatcher partnership already over?
· Ember Moon and Shotzi Blackheart vs. The Way: Candice LeRae, Indi Hartwell and the rest of The Way are quickly becoming one of my favorite parts of NXT. They're fantastic comedic heels and their matches are always good, as seen here. Moon and Blackheart are really gelling as partners and this was a fun bout. With Dakota Kai and Raquel Gonzalez in the finals of the Dusty Classic for the women, it made sense for Moon and Blackheart to advance to TakeOver.
This Week's Low Points
· Drew McIntyre vs. Randy Orton: The circumstances were obviously unfortunate, but I was honestly relieved when the match scheduled to take place between these two on Raw a month ago was canceled due to McIntyre testing positive for COVID-19. I realize both of these guys will be in the WWE Championship Elimination Chamber, but it's still too soon to be revisiting this rivalry. The non-finish with Sheamus interfering and then McIntyre immediately laying him out didn't help.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Lacey Evans: I didn't think anything could be worse than RETRIBUTION on Raw, but this storyline is quickly coming close. Ugh. Evans using Ric Flair to get Charlotte angry is a silly angle that has simply made for terrible television. Worse yet, it's not like this match was any good. If the idea was for Evans to earn a Raw Women's Championship opportunity out of this, then she should have at least won by pinfall. Doing it by disqualification didn't make her look strong at all.
· Nia Jax vs. Lana: We finally got our long-awaited Tables match between Jax and Lana that nobody asked for. Seriously, this storyline is still going on? Lana and Naomi are set to contend for the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship soon and that sadly means Lana's beef with Jax and Shayna Baszler isn't over yet. This was a pretty abysmal match and Lana giving Jax her comeuppance was overshadowed by Jax complaining about her "hole," which turned into an unfunny online meme.
· Shayna Baszler vs. Naomi: As if Jax vs. Lana wasn't bad enough, this lame tag team feud continued to waste time on Raw when Baszler immediately took on Naomi in an impromptu match. It was a bit better wrestled and I'm a fan of both ladies, but it served as a reminder that they're being relegated to a damaged division right now. It didn't matter who won here. I'm ready for this rivalry to be over so everybody involved can move on to something new, specifically these two.
· Elimination Chamber announcements: I've always hated the placement of the Elimination Chamber pay-per-view on the WWE calendar because nothing notable has happened there in close to a decade. I'm not sure if this year's installment will be any different. Don't get me wrong, the Chamber matches have potential, but Jeff Hardy and The Miz have no business being in the Raw one despite being former WWE Champions. Jey Uso was also an odd choice for the SmackDown one.
· Bayley vs. Liv Morgan: This match was far from terrible, but it's in the "Low Points" category because it was one of the weaker parts of Friday's SmackDown. It was nice to see Bayley and Morgan face off as it felt fresh, but there was zero appeal to it beyond that. The real rivalry here is between The Riott Squad and Billie Kay, even though it was technically Ruby Riott's fault why Morgan lost to Bayley. If nothing else, Bayley keeps winning and bouncing back from her recent losses.
· The Street Profits vs. Otis and Chad Gable: As well-wrestled as this was, it just sort of existed. I suppose the story was that Street Profits are trying to get another crack at the SmackDown Tag Team Championship they lost last month, but even when they do, what happens after that? Street Profits vs. Dolph Ziggler and Robert Roode has been done to death. This was fun while it lasted, but they were both babyface teams. SmackDown needs the reunited Usos in the worst way.
