Week of February 14, 2015
Match of the Week: Sami Zayn vs. Kevin Owens - NXT TakeOver, February 11
Some people will tell you Adrian Neville vs. Finn Balor was the match of the week, and they aren't wrong. Other people will tell you the Fatal 4-Way Women's Championship match was the match of the week, and they aren't wrong. People like me will say Sami Zayn vs. Kevin Owens for the NXT Championship wins the award, and truth be told, everyone's right. I'm only going with this match in particular because I thought it told the best story, and what a story it was. They've done such a great job of getting people pumped for their Rival encounter and they definitely delivered. It wasn't about the wrestling; that comes later. Rather, it was about telling the amazing narrative of the underdog Zayn trying to overcome the ruthless Owens. No matter what, Owens wouldn't let up on his heinous attack on Zayn, and no matter what, Zayn just wouldn't give in. In the end, the referee called for the bell, giving the win and NXT title to Owens. The best part? Zayn was never pinned, meaning a rematch between the two is only inevitable. 

Superstar of the Week: Bray Wyatt
Technically, you could argue either Daniel Bryan and Roman Reigns deserve this award for winning eight matches (yes, seriously) this week, but they've been named Superstar of the Week so many times in the last month I decided to switch it up a bit by giving the nod to Bray Wyatt. He's been doing some of the best work of his career in recent weeks and making up for all the damage done to his character following his feud with John Cena last year. His recent matches with Dean Ambrose, Daniel Bryan and Dolph Ziggler have all seen him come out on the winning end, building momentum toward his inevitable encounter with The Undertaker. The only thing that concerns me about that feud is that neither guy can lose at WrestleMania, but I suppose we'll cross that bridge when we get to it. In the meantime, let's all enjoy the ride. 

Show of the Week: NXT TakeOver: Rival, February 11
Come on, was there ever any doubt? The first hour of Raw on Monday night was absolutely atrocious, but they recovered nicely in the subsequent two hours with solid build for the upcoming Fastlane pay-per-view. Meanwhile, SmackDown was completely worthless this week. Half the roster was touring in Abu Dhabi, so they had to make due with what they had which resulted in a pointless tag team turmoil match and the entire tag team division getting annihilated by the Daniel Bryan and Roman Reigns (more on that later). Even if both Raw and SmackDown this week were great, nothing was going to come close to topping NXT TakeOver: Rival from Wednesday night. Unsurprisingly, everything about the show was spectacular. The undercard was solid, the final three matches were fantastic, and the two title changes made the show newsworthy. There were also plenty of developments that will make for great TV in the weeks ahead. If nothing else, it was a clear sign that the future of WWE is bright, and the future of WWE is now. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Adrian Neville vs. Finn Balor: We were all expecting an excellent match going in and that's exactly what we got. The action was entertaining throughout and they had the crowd on their feet the entire time. Part of me is surprised they gave this dream match away so early, but I'm sure this isn't the last time we'll see them in the ring together. Moreover, I was happy to see Balor go over as he's a fresh face in the title picture. Him vs. Kevin Steen for the NXT Championship has all the potential in the world to be awesome.
· Charlotte vs. Bayley vs. Sasha Banks vs. Becky Lynch: The women continue to raise the bar as each NXT live special passes. Just great stuff all around. Multi-person matches tend to be train wrecks more often than not, but this was anything but. Rather, everyone involved had an equal chance of winning, adding to the unpredictability of the contest. Although I was pulling for a Bayley win here, Sasha Banks was equally as deserving and I was happy to see her finally get her well deserved title win.
· Hideo Itami vs. Tyler Breeze: This served as the perfect opener to NXT TakeOver: Rival. They had a fun little feud going into the show and the crowd was into everything they were doing. It was one of Itami's better singles showing since coming to NXT and Breeze looked good in there as well. He's been directionless for months, but a rivalry with Itami might be exactly what he needs to get back on track.
· Triple H calls out Sting: Although the logic of Triple H calling out Sting to accept a challenge to meet him face-to-face at Fastlane to... well, talk, was flawed, the segment itself was well done. Triple H's promo was solid, but what really caught my attention was the work done by the production team. Never count them out! The Sting face paint on Triple H during his interview was especially cool. I'm excited not only for this feud, but for the production team having a field day with Sting on the road to WrestleMania.
· Bray Wyatt vs. Dolph Zigler: Another great in-ring outing from these two. They managed to switch it up from their encounter from last week and avoid doing the same spots, instead coming up with new innovative counters and reversals. Ziggler sells tremendously for Wyatt's offense and Wyatt hasn't looked this good in a long, long time. It's encouraging to see him being built up strong going into WrestleMania, but where does this leave Dolph Ziggler?
This Week's Low Points
· Ryback vs. Seth Rollins: It was bad enough that we had the opening tag team match end in disqualification, but to have two consecutive matches end in said fashion is extremely weak. The matchup barely went a few minutes before The Authority interfered, and by the end of the show, it proved to serve no purpose other than Ryback and others getting involved in the main event. The more disqualifications are done, the less they man, and because they're do so often in WWE, they mean absolutely nothing. Talk about unoriginal.
· Brock Lesnar: Sure, he looked intimidating standing next to Paul Heyman during his promo on Raw, but how pointless was his appearance? I figured he'd get physically involved somewhere else on the show, but nope. I wouldn't be as bad if Lesnar wasn't signed to limited dates, but because he is, they need to maximize him as much as possible. Heyman could have easily cut that promo on this own during one of the weeks he wasn't there. Still, I'm curious for what Lesnar does next.
· Paige vs. Brie Bella: You watch the amazing women's match from NXT TakeOver: Rival and then you watch the Divas match on Raw and SmackDown (including this one) and it's like night and day. Both Paige and Brie are very talented in the ring, but you would never know because they never get the time to show off their skills. You could hear a pin drop during this match on Raw. It's sad WWE isn't doing more to make their Divas feel important.
· Tag Team Turmoil: What a waste of time. I don't care what anyone says: this match did zero favors for the tag team division. In essence, it made them look weaker than ever. Don't get me wrong, the match wasn't all bad; I thoroughly enjoyed Daniel Bryan and Roman Reigns vs. The Usos, but the rest of the match dragged on and annihilated every other team in existence (except for Tyson Kidd and Cesaro). Why not just give the straps to Bryan and Reigns? WWE established in one match that their tag division is comprised of a bunch of nobodies. For shame.
· Fandango vs. Adam Rose: Yet another pointless match between Fandango and Rose. If WWE is trying to turn Fandango face, it's clearly not working because crowds are still booing him. Quite frankly, I don't think WWE cares; they've obviously done nothing to appeal Fandango to fans, therefore they won't cheer him. Rose continues to flounder as well. What disappoints me is that both guys are very good wrestlers, but they're being wasted with horrendous gimmicks.
