Week of February 16, 2019
Match of the Week: Daniel Bryan vs. Kofi Kingston vs. Jeff Hardy vs. Samoa Joe vs. AJ Styles vs. Randy Orton: Gauntlet MAtch - SmackDown Live, February 12
Similar to last year, SmackDown Live hosted a Gauntlet match featuring the Superstars who will compete in Sunday's WWE Championship Elimination Chamber, and once again, it was laid out exceptionally well. Kofi Kingston had a hell of a run by beating Daniel Bryan, Jeff Hardy and Samoa Joe and each of those mini matches were very enjoyable. The New Day member then took AJ Styles to the limit before finally succumbing to defeat, only for Randy Orton to lay out Styles out of nowhere and pick up the victory. I loved that this took up the entire second hour of the show.
Superstar of the Week: Kofi Kingston
When it was announced that Mustafa Ali would be pulled from the upcoming Elimination Chamber for the WWE Championship due to injury, Kofi Kingston was one of the last people who came to mind as a potential replacement. He's been a glorified tag team wrestler for years now, but it seems fans forgot just how talented he actually is until he had that spectacular showing in Tuesday's Gauntlet match by lasting over an hour and scoring three huge victories. Who knows if it'll lead to a renewed singles push for him, but for one night, he came across like an absolute star.
Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, February 12
By this point, you could probably tell I was a huge fan of SmackDown Live's Gauntlet match from this week. Not only was it extremely entertaining from start to finish, the bout did an effective job of hyping up the main event for Elimination Chamber on Sunday. The rest of the show was solid as well with The Usos appearing on McMiz TV (yes, that was in fact a thing), Naomi and Carmella avenging their loss from last week, and Charlotte Flair addressing her detractors. The two hours were much more jam-packed and enjoyable than what we got on Monday night.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Bobby Roode and Chad Gable vs. The Revival: Had it not been for that Gauntlet matchup on SmackDown Live, this easily would have been my "Match of the Week." I had been anxiously waiting for these two teams to contest the barn-burner of a bout I knew they were capable of, and this was it. Credit to WWE for giving them the time they deserved. Roode, Gable and The Revival had to work hard to win the crowd over, but once they did, they had them in the palm of their hands. Most importantly, The Revival finally won the Raw Tag Team Championship. Here's hoping they can restore some excitement to the division.
· Seth Rollins and Paul Heyman: This was the only other real highlight from Raw this week, at least in my opinion. Reportedly, Rollins is sidelined with an injury at the moment and likely will be kept out of the ring until he faces Brock Lesnar at WrestleMania 35 (WWE took a similar approach with him two years ago as well). Thus, WWE has to keep him relevant on Raw with segments such as this one. He and Heyman had a hell of a verbal exchange that only added to my excitement for Rollins vs. Lesnar at 'Mania.
· McMiz TV with The Usos: The Miz and Shane McMahon have had better chemistry as SmackDown Tag Team Champions thus far than I think anyone could have ever expected, and this was a fun segment with them and The Usos. Granted, they didn't have much time to make this feud as meaningful as possible, but this was a strong last ditch effort. Along with Dean Ambrose, The Usos are rumored to be leaving WWE come April, so it will be interesting to see if they take the tag titles at Elimination Chamber or if their renewed push will be over after Sunday.
· Noam Dar vs. Tony Nese: This feud has flown under the radar as of late on 205 Live, but if you don't normally watch the show, you should definitely go out of your way to watch this Street Fight. They made excellent use of the stipulation and it was among the most brutal bouts I've seen on the program in some time. Nese has really come into his own in recent months and I'd like to see him continue riding this wave of momentum.
· Ricochet vs. Adam Cole: I loved the hell out of their TakeOver: Brooklyn IV match last August, so I was thrilled that Cole and Ricochet rekindled their rivalry on this week's NXT and produced another entertaining outing. Cole targeting Ricochet's leg throughout (and limiting his aerial offense in the process) was a nice touch that led to a fantastic final stretch. With his clean victory, Ricochet is primed to challenge for the NXT North American Championship again sooner rather than later. As for Cole, I'm not entirely sure what the future holds for him and Undisputed Era, but if nothing else, at least they can always be counted on for a top-notch performance. It'd be a crime for them to be left off the next TakeOver special emanating from New York.
This Week's Low Points
· The more things change, the more they stay the same: WWE made a huge deal over ushering in their latest "new era" back in December coming off the complaints from fans that the product was the worst it had been in years. I said at the time that I would wait and see whether they would actually stick to their word, and sure enough, they did not. It didn't take long at all for the company to revert back to the same tired tropes that have plagued the product for years now. For example, Handicap matches for a title are completely illogical, not to mention that I can't believe the Braun Strowman vs. Baron Corbin feud is still happening.
· EC3 vs. Dean Ambrose: I wasn't a fan of their original encounter last week, and although EC3 won that match, it hardly felt like a star-making moment for him. Unfortunately, anything EC3 gained from that victory was tarnished this week when Ambrose avenged the loss and beat him in a meaningless matchup. It didn't help that it lasted only a few minutes and was totally forgettable. It amazes me how EC3 has been on WWE's main roster for no more than a month or so and he's already been ruined for the most part.
· Ruby Riott vs. Nikki Cross: Speaking of the NXT call-ups, Cross has been horribly underutilized so far as well. Sure, she had a hot debut a few weeks ago, but it's been all downhill for her ever since. I was looking forward to seeing Riott and Cross rekindle their rivalry from their NXT days on this week's Raw, but there was nothing special about the encounter whatsoever and the crowd largely sat on their hands for it. It's tough to blame them because Riott hasn't been made out to look like a threat to Ronda Rousey in the slightest, and a win over Cross isn't going to change that.
· Elias and Lucha House Party: I'm starting to get the feeling that Elias is cursed, because almost everything he has been involved in up to this point in 2019 has been abysmal. I enjoyed the Jeff Jarrett and Road Dogg stuff at the beginning, but it dragged on a little longer than it should have and was never properly blown off. Now, Elias is apparently entering a program with Lucha House Party, which screams undercard fodder.
· Aliyah vs. Taynara Conti: Anyone who has been watching NXT for any stretch of time would know that Aliyah has been under contract for several years. In fact, she was a part of that Breaking Ground reality show on the WWE Network in the fall of 2015. At the end of the day, NXT is developmental, but it boggles my mind that she has been with the company for all this time and she has yet to develop a character of some sort. She's perfectly competent in the ring, but she also isn't extraordinary enough to stand out. In other words, her squash victory over Conti on Wednesday's NXT did nothing to impress me. Shayna Baszler and her cronies annihilating Aliyah, Conti and Vanessa Borne afterward was a strange choice, too. I mean, who really benefited from that?
