Week of February 17, 2018
Match of the Week: Pete Dunne vs. Roderick Strong: WWE United Kingdom Championship Match - NXT, February 14
For the second straight week, Roderick Strong was involved in the "Match of the Week," but on a different show. Talk about impressive! This time around, he challenged Pete Dunne for the WWE United Kingdom Championship. Everyone knew going in that this was going to be excellent, and sure enough, they did not disappoint. Although Dunne targeted Strong's arm and hand throughout, Strong persevered and gave the champ the fight of his life. It was an extremely entertaining 14-minute matchup that saw Dunne ultimately retain his title, yet Strong lost absolutely nothing in defeat.
Superstar of the Week: Drew Gulak
If there has been any one Superstar who has stood out from the rest of the roster on 205 Live in recent months, it has been Drew Gulak with his signature PowerPoint presentations. Yes, of all things that could have got the guy over, it was something you would see in a middle school classroom. However, not at any point did I feature him as my "Superstar of the Week," but that's about to change following the phenomenal performance he had on 205 Live this past Tuesday. He brought out an aggressive side I've never seen before against Tony Nese, earning him the victory.
Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, February 12
People can crap on Raw all they like for the three hours dragging more often than not, and while that is absolutely accurate, the overall show has improved immensely since the start of the year. The build to Elimination Chamber has been super strong in recent weeks and I thought Monday's installment was another entertaining episode all things considered. Between the aforementioned exciting main event, Sasha Banks vs. Bayley and John Cena vs. The Miz, plenty of matchups delivered, while the segment featuring Braun Strowman and Elias was enjoyable as well.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Finn Balor vs. Seth Rollins vs. Bray Wyatt vs. "Woken" Matt Hardy vs. Apollo Crews: It's typically difficult to mess up a multi-man match featuring so much terrific talent, so I was hardly surprised that this was an above-average main event on Raw. While Balor and Rollins were the only two choices that realistically made sense, everyone had solid showings and shined at one point or another. It was especially cool to see Crews get showcased for a brief bit because the guy is good. I'm fine with Rollins and Balor both entering the Elimination Chamber, but why announce that on Facebook Live and not on Raw?
· John Cena vs. The Miz: Needless to say, we have seen plenty of these two against each other over the years, but their in-ring chemistry has only improved with time. In fact, I thought this was vastly more entertaining than their WrestleMania 27 main event match, even if the outcome was never once in doubt. It was weird that Cena would want the loser of this bout to enter the Chamber first instead of simply challenging for Miz's Intercontinental Championship, but either way, I was happy this match actually had meaning.
· Sasha Banks vs. Bayley: WWE has teased us time and time again with a Banks heel turn, but we might finally be on the verge of getting it after so long if this match was any indication. Granted, Banks didn't technically show any signs of going heel here, but the post-match interaction with Bayley was enough to give me hope it'll be happening soon. The match itself was great. Needless to say, they had a stellar string of matches in NXT, so an entertaining outing between them on Raw was expected. Banks should retaliate by eliminating Bayley in the women's Chamber.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Sami Zayn: Basically, Ziggler vacated the United States Championship and "walked out" for no real reason, and now he's back for no real reason, other than wanting to headline WrestleMania 34 as WWE Champion. Will he leave again when he fails to accomplish that? If nothing else, his match against Zayn was excellent, despite it being heel vs. heel. I believe that was the first time they've ever faced off one-on-one, and I hope it won't be the last.
· Mark Andrews vs. Akira Tozawa: The WWE Cruiserweight Championship Tournament continues to kill it with exceptional in-ring work. I already mentioned Drew Gulak's clash with Tony Nese, and I thought Andrews vs. Tozawa as the opener to 205 Live on Tuesday night was equally enjoyable. Tozawa has been vastly underutilized since losing the Cruiserweight title back in August, and although he lost to Andrews, I was happy he had an awesome performance. If we never end up getting that United Kingdom show that had been rumored for a while last year, then Andrews would be a fantastic fit for 205 Live. In fact, whatever makes him a regular on the roster, I'll be content with.
This Week's Low Points
· Kurt Angle announces Ronda Rousey for Elimination Chamber: WWE made such a huge deal over Rousey's Royal Rumble appearance that you'd think there would have been more fanfare regarding the announcement that she'll "officially" be signing her WWE contract at Elimination Chamber. Then again, she wasn't even mentioned last week, so I guess I shouldn't be shocked. I'm also not shocked that the process (in storyline) as to how Angle was able to secure her for Raw and not SmackDown Live wasn't explained at all, though it would have been nice attention to detail. Here's hoping she makes an impact at the event.
· Alexa Bliss and Mickie James vs. Absolution: There was very little I didn't like about this week's Raw, so this is merely a case of me nitpicking. I appreciated James not buying into Bliss' crap and trusting her right away, because it's obvious Bliss wants allies for the Elimination Chamber match. As a match, however, this wasn't terribly exciting. I'm glad Absolution picked up the victory and regained some momentum, but what purpose do they even serve anymore with Paige reportedly retired from in-ring action?
· SmackDown Live's women's division: I hate to sound like a broken record because I know for a fact that I have complained about this countless times over the last year, but how lazy has the writing and booking of SmackDown's women's division become? It's unbelievable that this was the same show that had three separate stories with the women at this time one year ago, and now it's basically the babyfaces vs. the heels every week. The Riott Squad has never meant less and I couldn't care less about any of the women on the blue brand at the moment because there's no reason to.
· Chad Gable and Shelton Benjamin vs. The New Day: After beating the likes of Breezango and The Ascension in recent weeks, Gable and Benjamin returned to their losing ways on Tuesday night against New Day. I can't even say that it was a quality contest because we only saw a minute or two of it. Their pre-match promo about pancakes and waffles lasted longer, which is somewhat sad. Admittedly, this could have been way worse than it was, but it didn't need to happen.
· No Shinsuke Nakamura: Perhaps the biggest offense on SmackDown this week wasn't what we did see but rather what (or who) we didn't see: Shinsuke Nakamura. You know, the 2018 Royal Rumble Winner? I realize WrestleMania 34 isn't for another two months, but to not even acknowledge the man that will be vying for the WWE Championship at the event (as well as AJ Styles, who was also conspicuous by his absence on the show) is ridiculous. It has been evident for a while that SmackDown has been in something of a rut, but this would have never happened a year ago when the writers consistently put effort into getting everyone of importance on the program. How can SmackDown be salvaged?
