Week of February 1, 2020
Match of the Week: #DIY vs. Moustache Mountain - Worlds Collide, January 25
This was a match I didn't know I wanted until it was announced, and I'm so happy we got it. #DIY will go down as one of the best tag teams in NXT history, while Moustache Mountain have always been one of NXT UK's most consistent. It started out slow, but once they picked up the pace, it turned into an instant classic. Johnny Gargano, Tommaso Ciampa, Tyler Bate and Trent Seven all had phenomenal performances and the crowd was electric from start to finish. I figured #DIY would win given Gargano and Ciampa are bigger stars individually, but Moustache Mountain lost nothing in defeat.
Superstar of the Week: Edge
As amazing of a week as Drew McIntyre had, it's hard to go with anyone else for this award that Edge. After nine long years, The Rated-R Superstar shockingly came out of retirement and returned to the ring at the Royal Rumble to a massive reaction. Nobody thought he'd ever be cleared to compete again, until he was. He made an impact immediately upon stepping inside the squared circle by lasting a whopping 23 minutes before being eliminated by Roman Reigns. I also loved his segment with Randy Orton on Raw that seemingly set the stage for a WrestleMania match.
Show of the Week: WWE Worlds Collide, January 25
I don't normally include NXT UK in my "Week in Review," but because of NXT's involvement at Worlds Collide, I figured it was fair game. I almost went with the Royal Rumble as my "Show of the Week" because of how it was such a fun event overall, but Worlds Collide was slightly stronger, if only because it was shorter and featured more must-see matches. That Undisputed Era vs. Imperium main event was off the charts while #DIY vs. Moustache Mountain was a masterpiece. The rest of the show featured good to great wrestling and left me wanting more of NXT vs. NXT UK.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Undisputed Era vs. Imperium: Between its big fight feel and everyone putting forth an excellent effort, this highly anticipated main event did not disappoint. I was worried when Alexander Wolfe got injured early on and was forced to sit out the rest of the match, but Imperium did not miss a beat. In fact, it may have actually added to the excitement since it was unknown whether Imperium could overcome the odds or not. This wound up being an absolute war and that final stretch was fantastic. Considering NXT and NXT UK ultimately tied at Worlds Collide with three wins apiece, I'd be down for a rematch eventually.
· Royal Rumble matches: Both Rumbles this year were terrific and thus I decided to lump them together into one "Highlight." The men's Rumble was my one of my favorites ever while the women's was the best of its kind yet. They had strong layouts, the surprises were great, and I was largely never bored. WWE nailed the men's with Drew McIntyre winning, but I can understand why fans would be upset with Charlotte Flair winning the women's. However, it could work out in the end if she chooses NXT Women's Champion Rhea Ripley.
· Becky Lynch vs. Asuka: The storytelling with this feud has been spectacular, as it was exactly one year ago that Asuka beat Lynch at the Royal Rumble and that loss has haunted The Man ever since. It's been especially refreshing to see Asuka booked to look dominant for the first time in forever. She's had a nice run as WWE Women's Tag Team Champion as part of The Kabuki Warriors, but she deserves to be in the Raw or SmackDown Women's Championship pictures more often. This was everything I hoped it would be.
· Seth Rollins and Buddy Murphy vs. Kevin Owens and Samoa Joe: Some fans were upset that Rollins and Murphy won the Raw Tag Team Championship over AOP, but I think this match proved Rollins and Murphy were the better choice. This basically became a Handicap match, but I enjoyed it, nonetheless. I hope Joe isn't seriously hurt. He's been plagued with injuries enough on the main roster and I fear that one more will hurt his chances of ever being pushed again.
· Rey Mysterio vs. MVP: I feel bad for MVP. He was gone from MVP for almost a decade and his return was completely overshadowed by Edge's. Personally, I loved seeing him pop up in the Rumble, even if he didn't last long against Brock Lesnar and was quickly tossed out. His match the next night on Raw with Mysterio was even cooler as he was given his full entrance (sans the tunnel, unfortunately) and was made to look competitive. It wasn't the most exciting out in the world and the finish was botched beyond belief (how do you not redo the 619 after that?), but considering MVP is 46-years-old, I didn't mind it. After all, he announced later in the week that his in-ring days in WWE are officially over, so it was fitting for him to go out against a familiar foe in Mysterio.
· The Miz and John Morrison vs. Heavy Machinery vs. The Revival vs. The Lucha House Party: The outcome was never in doubt and Miz and Morrison probably should have already earned themselves a shot at the SmackDown Tag Team Championship after already beating The New Day in back-to-back weeks, but this was a fun little Fatal 4-Way while it lasted.
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Braun Strowman: It's honestly hard to care about the Intercontinental Championship at this point given the amount of damage that's been done to it over the years, but the crowd was into the title change. Congrats to Strowman for finally winning his first piece of WWE gold, even though it should have happened years ago.
· The BroserWeights vs. Grizzled Young Veterans: The finals of the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic every year are usually outstanding and this was no exception. Grizzled Young Veterans are so good and Matt Riddle and Pete Dunne have gelled amazingly well as a team. I'm looking forward to them challenging for the NXT Tag Team Championship at TakeOver: Portland.
· Dominik Dijakovic vs. Damian Priest: Although they've been given chances to shine so far in NXT, I still feel both of these man are underrated as athletes. Hopefully this match was able to change some people's perception of them because it was a blast. If Dijakovic's win means he'll challenge Keith Lee for the NXT North American Championship at TakeOver, we're in for a treat if their string of matches last year were any indication.
This Week's Low Points
· Rhea Ripley vs. Toni Storm: It pains me to put this in the "Low Points" column because it wasn't bad by any means, but it definitely paled in comparison to everything else at Worlds Collide and their other encounters. I expected a lot more from this due to the elite level of talent involved, but it ended up just being decent. I felt it ended way too abruptly and that Storm didn't have a stellar showing in defeat like I thought she would. It's nothing these ladies can't bounce back from, but on a show with so many strong matches, this unfortunately underwhelmed. Hopefully Storm will fare better when she eventually joins NXT full-time.
· Bayley vs. Lacey Evans: Similar to Ripley vs. Storm, Bayley vs. Evans fell flat part in due to almost everything else at the Royal Rumble pay-per-view being so good. At least Ripley vs. Storm was more enjoyable, though. This was just kind of there. Don't get me wrong, I've liked the feud they've been having and I'm a firm believer that Evans has been a better babyface than she was as a heel, but they lacked in-ring chemistry and the crowd wasn't into it. Worse yet, the finish looked pathetic. This was a weak outing all around.
· Mojo Rawley vs. No Way Jose: I've said before how the stuff with the 24/7 Championship jumped the shark a while ago, but it's been even less entertaining since Rawley won the title. Jose wasn't a compelling challenger to say the least and the match felt like it belonged on Main Event. The worst part about this was that Rawley introduced Riddick Moss as his new bodyguard of sorts to help him protect the 24/7 title. Moss immediately failed at his job by letting R-Truth win it back afterward. Moss is already dead in the water on the main roster.
· Erick Rowan vs. Branden Vice: I haven't given two craps about this renewed Rowan push since the start, but I'm curious as to how WWE expects fans to care about him after he was chucked from the Royal Rumble by Brock Lesnar within seconds. John Morrison somewhat had an excuse because he's smaller, whereas Rowan is around Lesnar's size and probably shouldn't have been eliminated so swiftly. By the way, we are no closer to finding out what's in the cage than we were weeks ago.
· Liv Morgan vs. Lana: Please, WWE, I beg you, stop the pain! I'm well aware that I'm repeating myself by trashing on this angle week after week, but it still stuns me that WWE continues to think it's must-see television. The promos and matches are awful and I'm not sure what the endgame is supposed to be. Morgan finally got one over on Lana, so now what? Neither woman is going to be competing for the Raw Women's Championship any time soon (nor should they), so none of this means anything. I guess I should be thankful that this was relatively brief, but it shouldn't have happened in the first place. Morgan is serviceable in the ring, whereas Lana is downright deplorable. There is absolutely nothing left to explore with this story, so let's move the hell on.
· Roman Reigns and The Usos vs. King Corbin, Dolph Ziggler and Robert Roode: No, you're not experiencing deja vu, this match did happen exactly one week earlier on SmackDown. I didn't mind it then, but this was a total waste. I realize this rematch had a stipulation attached to it, but the stipulation was stupid. I have no desire to see someone eat dog food, but that's just me.
· Sheamus vs. Shorty G: Their matches were perfectly fine, but that's just the problem: I was hoping for far more from them. Sheamus and Chad Gable are terrific wrestlers, but both bouts were clearly designed to re-establish Sheamus as a monster. In that sense, I suppose they worked, but there can be no doubt that the Shorty G is terrible. The guy is getting less over by the week.
· Tegan Nox vs. Dakota Kai: I enjoyed this while it lasted, but it was highly questionable for their first match against each other to be blown off on NXT TV in a matter of minutes. It was also too soon for Nox to be giving Kai her comeuppance. Everything about this was strange. A rematch has since been announced for TakeOver: Portland, but they should have held off until then to begin with.
· Chelsea Green vs. Kayden Carter: With this being Green's debut match on NXT TV, I can't say she was overly impressive. However, her performance worried me a lot less than her loss did. It would have been one thing if it was against someone higher up on the totem pole in NXT's women's division, but Carter has practically been an enhancement talent until now. If Green's gimmick is that she loses a lot, she won't get over.
