Week of February 20, 2016
Match of the Week: Intercontinental Championship Fatal 5-Way - Raw, February 15
Well, this was a pleasant surprise. I was almost certain Dean Ambrose would walk into WWE Fastlane as Intercontinental Champion and focus on defending the title coming out of the event, but Stephanie McMahon threw him and the rest of the WWE Universe a curve ball on Raw when she forced him to put the gold up for grabs in an unprecedented Fatal 5-Way. With those kind of odds, it was virtually guaranteed a new champion would be crowned. But before a winner could be determined, all five men put forth an incredible effort, and there were points I was convinced Stardust or even Tyler Breeze could be capturing the prestigious prize. The in-ring action was nonstop and extremely entertaining, but in the end, it was Kevin Owens who reigned supreme with the title in tow by laying out Breeze with a pop-up powerbomb. 

Superstar of the Week: Kevin Owens
It's amazing the difference a few weeks can make. Just last week, Kevin Owens was beaten by Dolph Ziggler on Raw (and the week before that in clean fashion), but his luck turned around for the better on Monday night when he was granted a golden opportunity to regain the Intercontinental Championship. And he took full advantage of that by dominating a majority of the matchup before reentering the fray and scoring the three count to kick off his second stint with the prestigious prize. Owens was the farthest thing from an afterthought when he wasn't champion, but it seemed as if he had lost a step or two, especially coming off losses to the likes of Ziggler, Dean Ambrose and Neville. Now that he has the title back in his possession, however, there's no telling what he has in store as WrestleMania 32 draws ever closer. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown, February 18
It was tougher this week to name a Show of the Week because of how excellent Wednesday's edition of NXT was, but I ultimately had to give the nod to SmackDown once again. Either way, Raw paled in comparison to both shows on Monday night. The first hour was enjoyable, but it was all downhill from there, especially the ending segment. That ended the evening on a sour note to say the least. That said, SmackDown succeeded where Raw failed in giving fans a proper go-home show to get them excited about Fastlane on Sunday night. The opening six-man tag team match was better than expected, Chris Jericho and The Miz had an entertaining affair, and everything that occurred at the conclusion of the episode was flat-out awesome. Besides, how could you not give SmackDown the award when Brock Lesnar showed up? 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· AJ Styles vs. The Miz: Similar to their SmackDown outing a few weeks back, Styles and Miz contested another enjoyable matchup on Monday's Raw. It's really refreshing to see Miz finally being treated like an equal again to other members of the roster. Styles vs. Miz may look like a mismatch on paper, but in reality, The Awesome One is a former WWE Champion, so Styles beating him is worth something after all. I also loved how well the Styles and Jericho feud was furthered afterward with The Phenomenal One challenging Jericho to a rubber match at Fastlane only for Jericho to say that he would give him an answer on SmackDown. Classic Y2J.
· Brock Lesnar, Dean Ambrose and Roman Reigns: These three were in the exact same spot in the "Highlights" column last week and after what we saw this past week, they deserve to stay right where they are. Ambrose and Reigns did an effective job of teasing tension on Raw and Paul Heyman also played his part well. The best had yet to come as they clashed again on SmackDown with Lesnar returning to the blue brand and taking out both of his adversaries. That was what got me excited for their match more than anything.
· Chris Jericho vs. The Miz: I can't recall many times these two have gone one-on-one over the years, which is what made their SmackDown clash so fresh and entertaining. As I mentioned with Miz's match with Styles, Miz scored more offense than I thought he would and it was a welcomed surprise. He should be more of a threat in the ring given his accolades as a performer and this was a step in the right direction. Styles goading Jericho into accepting his Fastlane challenge was very well done. Their third matchup should be nothing short of stellar on Sunday night. Who wins? The fans.
· Sami Zayn vs. Samoa Joe: For a first-time-ever matchup, this was excellent. I never expected anything less than that, but at the same time, they held just enough back that their eventual rematch could be even better. There wasn't a dull moment throughout the bout and they went about the "convoluted" finish the right way so the fans didn't crap all over it. If nothing else, it kills time before TakeOver: Dallas in two months.
· Eight-man tag team match: I thoroughly enjoyed this week's NXT from start to finish, and as great as the main event between Zayn and Joe was, the opening eight-man tag team match was equally exceptional. NXT's tag team division has come a long way in the last year, and in addition to the four tandems involved in this contest, we also have The Hype Bros and The Vaudevillians. The live crowd ate up everything the babyfaces did in this match and it was every bit as fun as I thought it would be. It should be said that American Alpha is easily among my favorite acts in all of wrestling right now. They're the total package and them (hopefully) winning the NXT Tag Team Championship in Dallas will be something to behold.
This Week's Low Points
· Big Show vs. Braun Strowman: I couldn't have cared less about this match when it was initially announced by WWE early on Monday, and what was worse was how it took place in the main event slot. Why? The only reason I could think of was that WWE wanted to plug the podcast with Big Show that was airing immediately after Raw, but I can't imagine it was that worth it. Don't get me wrong, I thought the podcast between Big Show and Stone Cold Steve Austin was excellent, but there was no need to close out Raw with a match that went all of two minutes and a predictable angle that set up a match I don't want to see at Fastlane.
· Big E vs. Mark Henry: First and foremost, I liked how they followed up on Henry walking out on The New Day during last week's tag team Tables match and instead of completely forgetting about it. However, this match was fairly forgettable and poorly wrestled to the point where I wish it didn't happen at all. It wouldn't have been as a bad had Henry not gotten hurt taking simple splashes. I desperately want to see him close out his career in his native Texas at WrestleMania 32, but retirement might be coming before then.
· Summer Rae vs. Paige: Personally, I didn't think Raw was atrocious this week and there wasn't too much wrong with it, but there wasn't a lot to like, either, so many matches felt mediocre as a result. This was one of those matches. It was so beyond random and it was out of place on a go-home show for a pay-per-view neither of these women (presumably) won't be a part of. It's worth nothing that this marked Summer's first televised win since November 2014, which is crazy to think about. There was zero follow-up to this, though, so I totally forgot about it until I looked back at the Raw results.
· Heath Slater vs. Zack Ryder: I don't know about anyone else, but I am absolutely digging The Social Outcasts right now. They're quickly becoming one of my favorite parts of Raw and SmackDown. But that doesn't make this match any more meaningful. It was fine for what it was, but it was oddly placed in the show, the crowd sat on their hands, and again, it had nothing to do with Fastlane.
· Alex Riley vs. Tye Dillinger: I had mixed feelings about this match. It's also very dependent on where both men go from here, so I'm reserving further judgement until we see more. But because this week lacked true "Low Points," this barely made the cut. Compared to everything else on this week's NXT, this match came across as inconsequential. Is Riley a full-fledged heel? I think that's the direction they're going in with him, but there wasn't much of an indication of that here. Meanwhile, Dillinger is NXT's resident enhancement talent, so to have him beat Riley doesn't exactly make the latter look good. Again, if Riley attacks him to cement his heel turn in the near future, then all will possibly be forgiven.
