Week of February 20, 2021

Match of the Week:
MSK vs. Grizzled Young Veterans (NXT TakeOver: Vengeance Day, February 14)
MSK were involved in my "Match of the Week" last week as well, but their latest outing with Grizzled Young Veterans at NXT TakeOver: Vengeance Day was even better. Seriously, this was a show-stealer, which is why I'm putting it above everything else from that show. Simply put, it was tag team wrestling at its finest. MSK are off to a stellar start on the NXT brand and have been producing standout matches left and right, but fans really shouldn't be sleeping on Grizzled Young Veteran, either. They're an incredibly talented team and they proved that on Sunday night. I would have been happy with either tandem winning, though MSK's emotional victory seemed to be the right call.
Superstar of the Week:
Apollo Crews
Apollo Crews has been one to watch on SmackDown all 2021 long, even though he's definitely lost more than he's won. However, that's all been a part of his compelling character development. He's fed up with losing and wants another opportunity at the Intercontinental Championship, despite continuing to come up short in each of his matches. Following his latest loss on Friday night to Shinsuke Nakamura, he bounced back in a major way by ambushing both Nakamura and Big E in brutal fashion, going so far as to throw steel steps at the Intercontinental Champion. Thus, his heel turn is complete.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT TakeOver: Vengeance Day, February 14
I agree with the masses in that as much as I enjoy NXT from week to week, it has been missing that "must-see" feel for a while now. The black-and-gold brand managed to make up for that with TakeOver: Vengeance Day on Sunday night, which was an excellent event from start to finish. Not only did all five matches deliver (the NXT Women's Championship Triple Threat could have been a bit better), we also got a hell of a cliffhanger at the end with Adam Cole betraying Kyle O'Reilly. Throw in the newly-announced signing of LA Knight (formerly known as Eli Drake) and I can safely say I'm excited for the next few weeks of NXT and beyond.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Finn Balor vs. Pete Dunne: I had been looking forward to this match for some time and it did not disappoint. Both guys are intense in the ring and thus I expected this would be the hard-hitting affair it ended up being. My only gripe with it was that the outcome wasn't too much in doubt as there was no way Balor was dropping the NXT Championship before he has a chance to defend against Karrion Kross. Other than that, this was an excellent main event for TakeOver.
· Shotzi Blackheart and Ember Moon vs. Dakota Kai and Raquel Gonzalez: The women's Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic was a success by all accounts and this was a terrific way to top it off as well as start the show on Sunday night. Blackheart and Moon have developed strong chemistry in a short span of time, but Kai and Gonzalez have been a team longer than anyone in NXT and deserved to take home the trophy. Thus, them winning was the right result.
· Johnny Gargano vs. Kushida: This was one of the best NXT North American Championship matches I've seen in close to a year. Gargano likes to call himself Johnny TakeOver, but this was his best TakeOver performance in recent memory. As for Kushida, this was easily his best bout to date in NXT. I appreciated they got as much time as they did, but I question whether this was Kushida's peak. I honestly don't know how much better it will get for him from here in WWE.
· LA Knight signs with NXT: Okay, so the new name for the former Eli Drake isn't the greatest, but I'm stoked to see him back in NXT. If you can recall, he was with the company for a little while years ago, though he was released before he could he could make it to NXT TV. He's grown exponentially as a performer since then, specifically on the mic, and has a ton of potential to be a top talent on the black-and-gold brand. I'm anxiously awaiting his official debut. Yeah!
· Gauntlet match: I feel like we've gotten one of these every year before Elimination Chamber since 2018, though it's hard to complain when they've all been entertaining and have had something at stake. The latest Gauntlet on Monday's Raw was done to determine the sixth entrant in the WWE Championship Elimination Chamber and Sheamus made the most sense to win. It was well-worked and I was happy to see Kofi Kingston in there over The Miz, who had no business being a part of it.
· Daniel Bryan, Cesaro and Kevin Owens vs. King Corbin, Sami Zayn and Jey Uso: While there was nothing overly spectacular about this six-man tag team match, it served as a solid preview of what we can expect in SmackDown's Elimination Chamber on Sunday. Granted, we know none of these guys are beating Roman Reigns, but I'm still pulling for Cesaro because I think him against Reigns would be brilliant. The post-match chaos was also fun, specifically when Reigns speared Edge.
· Finn Balor, Kyle O'Reilly and Roderick Strong vs. Pete Dunne, Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch: This was another enjoyable six-man tag team main event, except this one had a few more layers to it. Balor doesn't trust O'Reilly and Strong, and it was that tension that caused them to lose here. Dunne pinning Balor was huge, but that was somewhat overshadowed by Adam Cole costing the babyfaces the match and viciously attacking Balor and O'Reilly when the referee wasn't looking.
· Shayna Baszler and Nia Jax confront Dakota Kai and Raquel Gonzalez: Baszler and Jax have largely bored me as WWE Women's Tag Team Champions, but this was probably their strongest work yet. I guess I shouldn't be surprised considering it happened in NXT. I loved how they acknowledged Kai's history with Baszler and I thought everyone came across well. I'm pulling for Kai and Gonzalez to take the titles from them on the March 3 edition of NXT.
This Week's Low Points
· Io Shirai vs. Mercedes Martinez vs. Toni Storm: If this happened on Raw or SmackDown or even any ordinary edition of NXT, I likely would have put it in the "Highlights" column. The biggest reason why it's in the "Low Points" column is because it paled in comparison to everything else that happened at NXT TakeOver: Vengeance Day. This was a well-wrestled Triple Threat, but it wasn't remotely special and I honestly expected more given the level of talent involved.
· Shayna Baszler vs. Lana: Almost anything involving Lana is going to get an automatic thumbs-down from me. I applaud WWE for expanding the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship picture to all three brands, but Lana and Naomi do nothing for me as a team and I have sub-zero interest in seeing them win the titles. This gave Baszler the opportunity to bounce back from her loss to Naomi the week prior, but I still couldn't have cared less about it for as long as it lasted.
· Charlotte Flair and Asuka vs. Lacey Evans and Peyton Royce: First and foremost, congrats to Evans for legitimately getting pregnant. I, like everyone else, thought it was a storyline originally, but apparently not. Speaking of the storyline, it has sucked so far, so if this means no more Flair vs. Evans, then I may be happier than Evans was upon finding out the news. That said, this was a waste of a tag team match and the fact it didn't even have a proper finish was so lazy.
· Rey and Dominik Mysterio vs. Otis and Chad Gable: SmackDown's tag team division is so depleted that Otis and Gable had to turn heel on Friday night to make up for the lack of heel teams. Heavy Machinery breaking up is now even more illogical in retrospect. This was a nothing match that ended in under two minutes and the disqualification finish was lame. Dolph Ziggler and Robert Roode are heels, so it's not like Otis and Gable are going to feud with them.
· Sasha Banks, Bianca Belair and Reginald vs. Nia Jax, Shayna Baszler and Bayley: The setup for this impromptu match on Ding Dong, Hello! was fine, but it was one giant mess. It looks like Reginald is supposed to be a babyface now and I'm not sure why. I have zero sympathy for the character whatsoever despite Carmella bullying him backstage. He pinned Jax, so apparently that was enough to earn Banks and Belair a shot at the women's tag titles at Elimination Chamber? I'm confused.
· The Riott Squad vs. Natalya and Tamina: This feud is doomed to last forever, or at least until one of these women is elevated to the SmackDown Women's Championship picture. So, in other words, forever. In all seriousness, I don't understand what the point is of Billie Kay continuing to get involved in The Riott Squad's matches or what the endgame will be. Riott Squad should be winning more than they lose, not the other way around. Besides, Natalya and Tamina are terrible.
· Isiah "Swerve" Scott vs. Leon Ruff: Scott is in such a strange spot at the moment. He failed to win the NXT Cruiserweight Championship on multiple occasions, so he turned heel. He went on to lose multiple matches to Jake Atlas, Bronson Reed and now Leon Ruff. Look, I realize Ruff is a former NXT North American Champion and is talented, but he's basically a glorified enhancement wrestler who didn't even get an entrance here. There was no reason for Scott to lose.
· Ember Moon and Shotzi Blackheart vs. The Way: This was a rematch from last week's episode of NXT where they fought in the semifinals of the women's Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic. It was another quality contest from them, but it was the same result. I didn't have a problem with Moon and Blackheart getting a rebound win following their loss at TakeOver, but this lasted longer than it needed to considering the focus was on Johnny Gargano and his antics the entire time.
