Week of February 21, 2015
Match of the Week: Kevin Owens vs. Adrian Neville - NXT, February 18
One week removed from stealing the show (in my opinion) and the NXT Championship at NXT TakeOver: Rival, Kevin Owens was in full form on Wednesday's edition of NXT. He kicked off the show boasting about his grand title win and his decimation of heated rival Sami Zayn, but his night was long from over; he still had a highly anticipated encounter ahead of him against Adrian Neville in the main event. Though Owens was still riding high from his win at Rival, Neville was out for revenge after Owens viciously assaulted him two months prior, and he held nothing back in their matchup. Neville took it to the NXT Champion like no one would have expected, nailing him with everything in his repertoire. From a beautiful looking moonsault to a sensational 450 Splash at ringside, Owens was kicking out of everything Neville had to offer. It wasn't until Owens saw an opportunity and took it that he finally pulled out the win with a brutal looking powerbomb. Not only did Owens score a clean victory, but Neville looked super strong in defeat. What more could one ask for? 

Superstar of the Week: Big Show
As much as it pains me to give this award to Big Show, there really aren't many other viable candidates. I almost went with Dolph Ziggler, but then he lost to Seth Rollins on SmackDown. Roman Reigns scored two wins this week, but his crappy character development on Raw (the big brawl aside) cost him the award. I disdain Show as much as the next guy, but there's no denying he's been successful in the last seven days. On Raw, he scored a win over Daniel Bryan by way of disqualification (thanks to interference from Roman Reigns). Days later on SmackDown, he was on the winning end yet again in a match against familiar foe Erick Rowan. To top it all off, he had a helping hand in decimating Dolph Ziggler, Rowan and Ryback at the close the show. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, February 18
Although Raw was more enjoyable this week (the Triple H and Ric Flair segment, the Gold and Stardust split, The Prime Time Players reuniting, etc.) than it has been in quite some, but I still have to give the nod to latest edition of NXT. It may not have been a perfect show, but it was an excellent follow-up to the extremely entertaining NXT TakeOver: Rival event. It's no secret that I'm not a fan of wrestling shows opening with talking segments, but Kevin Owens cut such a good promo to kick off the night that it's hard to complain. From there, we got a hell of a surprise with the return of Rhyno (yeah, you read that right!) who went on to squash Elias Sampson in decisive fashion. The reaction he received from the Full Sail University crowd gave me chills; it was thunderous! A little later on in the show, Solomon Crowe finally made his long awaited NXT debut, taking out CJ Parker. To top it all off, Owens and Adrian Neville had a phenomenal matchup in the main event. If this show was any indication, these next few weeks are shaping up to be must-see in NXT. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Triple H and Ric Flair: Before Monday, I wasn't overly excited about the face-off between Triple H and Sting at Fastlane because it felt like something we'd see on any other edition of Raw. That changed with this one segment. WWE's use of Flair since his 2012 return to the company has been questionable, but as we saw here, Flair is at the top of his game when he's motivated. He has history with both HHH and Sting, so he was the perfect legend to get involved in this feud. He and HHH were very convincing in their promos and HHH shoving Flair to the ground was a great touch.
· Prime Time Players reunite: It was about damn time! From what I understand, Young has been medically cleared to compete for months, so I don't know what took WWE so long to bring him back to television and reunite him with Titus O'Neil. The tag team division is less than stellar at the moment, but bringing back the Prime Time Players was a step in the right direction. Here's hoping they get their rightful run as WWE Tag Team Champions this time around.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Seth Rollins: Can you recall one bad match these two have had together, or separately for that matter? I didn't think so. They had another excellent encounter on Monday's Raw that heated him with some suspenseful near-falls in the final few minutes. Their SmackDown match was also quite good, though I admittedly enjoyed their Raw bout slightly more. Either way, it was a nice tune-up match before Rollins and Ziggler meet in a six-man tag team match at Fast Lane.
· Rhyno returns: I was both shocked and ecstatic beyond belief when I learned Rhyno was returning to WWE on NXT. Unlike on the main roster where he'd likely get lost in the shuffle, NXT is the perfect platform for him where he'll be able to shine while at the same time putting over the younger talent. His return on Wednesday's show was met with a thunderous reaction from the Full Sail University crowd still gives me chills just thinking about it, and his apparent feud with Finn Balor should be a lot of fun.
· Solomon Crowe debuts: At last, Crowe has arrived on NXT! It's taken him long enough, but it lived up to the hype. His segment with CJ Parker wasn't anything too special, but I'm glad he's even here. He has a distinct look and gimmick, and from what I've seen from him on the independent scene, he's a talented hand in the ring. I'm really looking forward to what he brings to the stacked NXT roster in the weeks to come.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns vs. Kane: I commend WWE for not doing Reigns vs. Big Show for the millionth time, though Reigns vs. Kane wasn't much better. The crowd was as flat for the match as you'd expect them to be. Kane can have a passable match at this stage of his career with the right opponent, but Reigns wasn't that guy. What bothered me most, however, was Kane losing by count-out. What was the point of that? There was no need for him to be protected, especially since he'd lose to Ryback days later on SmackDown anyway. It was a weak finish, making the match pointless since it did nothing to benefit Reigns.
· Paige vs. Summer Rae: I feel bad for the Divas who have to follow any of the women's matches from the NXT live specials. It's not their fault that they aren't given the time to go out and have a great match; it's Creative's fault. Worse yet, they had Paige go out to the ring and wrestle in a fairy outfit. I realize it made sense within the context of the story they're trying to tell with The Bella Twins, but it's a poor presentation of the women on the main roster.
· Big Show vs. Erick Rowan: It's bad enough they had Show squash any momentum Rowan had going for himself last fall. Why remind me of that pointless feud by doing a rematch on SmackDown that featured the exact same result? And now we're supposed to consider Rowan a threat in the six-man tag team match at Fastlane! Show serves absolutely no purpose on the current roster and he isn't doing anyone any favors by decimating the young guys.
· Bad News Barrett vs. R-Truth: I was happy to see Barrett finally win a non-title match on Raw against Damien Mizdow, but they diminished that victory by having him lose to Truth of all people, who hasn't been relevant in years, this past Thursday night on SmackDown. Not only did Truth dominate most of the match, he won! Perhaps the worst part was how it happened: Barrett got distracted by Ambrose... doing commentary. Could the writing right now be any weaker?
· Daniel Bryan vs. The Miz: The match wasn't bad by any means and I enjoyed it while it lasted, but it could have been so much better. Perhaps it's because I'm biased toward their awesome (no pun intended) encounter from Night of Champions 2010, and I'm glad they mentioned their NXT history, but I was hoping for a lengthier, more competitive match between these two since they've proven in the past how well they work together.
