Week of February 22, 2020
Match of the Week: Keith Lee vs. Dominik Dijakovoic: NXT North American Championship Match - NXT TakeOver: Portland, February 16
You could go with just about any match from NXT TakeOver: Portland in this spot and you wouldn't be wrong. Personally, I found the latest epic encounter between Keith Lee and Dominik Dijakovic, this time for the NXT North American Championship, to be the best bout of the week. They never cease to work well together and this was no exception. The crowd was electric for all of the action, Lee and Dijakovic gave it a great effort, and I was never bored for a single second. I'm so happy these two were finally given a chance to shine on the TakeOver stage. Lee retained his title.
Superstar of the Week: The BroserWeights
Matt Riddle and Pete Dunne have made for a much better team over the last month than I ever expected them to. The dynamic duo known as The Broserweights has benefited big time from joining forces, and following a terrific run in the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic, they knocked off Undisputed Era for the NXT Tag Team Championship at TakeOver: Portland. It remains to be seen who else will step up to challenge them for the twin titles, but their reign is already off to a start start with a win over Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch on Wednesday's episode of NXT.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT TakeOver: Portland, February 16
Was there ever any doubt? It doesn't help that this week's episodes of Raw, SmackDown and NXT felt phoned in and didn't offer much of note. NXT TakeOver: Portland was the complete opposite in that almost every match on the card was excellent and the three hours flew by. In fact, it just may have been one of the strongest TakeOver specials NXT has produced to date. If it isn't the greatest, it's certainly up there. Now the question is how the black-and-gold brand will top itself with TakeOver: Tampa coming up over WrestleMania weekend. I'm hopeful they can pull off something special.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Johnny Gargano vs. Finn Balor: I had high expectations for this and it did not disappoint. Gargano and Balor are two of the best in WWE (let alone NXT) today, especially when it comes to their ability to tell a story in the ring. This wasn't as much of a spot-fest as Keith Lee vs. Dominik Dijakovic or as brutal of a war as Tegan Nox vs. Dakota Kai yet still exhilarating in its own right. Balor has been on another level since coming to NXT, whereas Gargano never has anything less than an outstanding match on the TakeOver specials. Balor's victory could set him up for a shot at a championship of his choosing in Tampa.
· Tegan Nox vs. Dakota Kai: I hated how NXT gave away the initial encounter between these two on free TV a few weeks ago, but at least their Street Fight at TakeOver: Portland made up for it. This was incredibly intense from bell to bell and was everything I hoped for with both women making excellent use of their extreme environment. It was pretty imperative that Kai beat Nox after losing the first time and it was done in a way where Nox was protected in defeat. Plus, the pairing of Kai and Raquel Gonzalez has potential.
· Adam Cole vs. Tommaso Ciampa: Although I had issues with this, particularly with how many moves were kicked out of down the stretch, it's hard to deny that it was a thrilling main event with plenty of suspenseful moments. They went a bit overboard with all of the interference from Undisputed Era, but at least it paid off with Johnny Gargano being the one to cost Ciampa the NXT Championship. I can totally understand why some fans wouldn't be happy with NXT revisiting that rivalry, but it feels fresher with the roles reversed.
· Randy Orton attacks Matt Hardy: The ongoing saga with Orton, Edge and Hardy has been masterfully handled so far. It isn't exactly a secret that Hardy's contract will be expiring in two weeks, so if this is WWE's way of writing him off their programming, it was a hell of a sendoff. I don't believe for a single second that this was meant to be a "burial" of Hardy. Rather, WWE is using him to get Orton over as a heel. Despite receiving cheers on Monday, I'd say it's working.
· Braun Strowman and Elias vs. Shinsuke Nakamura and Cesaro: I remember the first Symphony of Destruction match from two years ago, but I figured this would be throwaway because of how one-sided this tag team rivalry has been lately. Strowman and Elias went over in predictable fashion (as they probably should have), but I enjoyed this a great deal. The instruments being used as weapons was fun and there were enough exciting spots for it to be worthwhile. Strowman slamming Nakamura on top of the piano from the commentary table was especially cool. I just really hope this marked the end of the feud and everyone involved can move on. Nakamura and Cesaro have never felt more like losers than they do right now.
· Jordan Devlin vs. Lio Rush: This was a wonderful match that could have been even better. They received a ton of time but never reached that next gear I thought. Nonetheless, the Cruiserweights continue to kill it on NXT. Devlin and Rush are arguably the top two stars in the division at the moment and thus I'd be disappointed if we didn't get a rematch at some point.
· Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch vs. Ariya Daivari and The Brian Kendrick: Rarely is there ever anything must-see about 205 Live nowadays, but this was an above-average main event that benefited from the No Disqualification stipulation. Props to these guys for getting the crowd engaged in the action when they likely would have sat on their hands otherwise.
This Week's Low Points
· Riddick Moss vs. R-Truth vs. Mojo Rawley: As I've said before, the 24/7 Championship jumped the shark for me months ago. Truth has managed to keep it mildly entertaining whenever he's held the title, but it has largely been a waste as of late. Sure, Moss is the current champ, but he's hardly benefiting from this silly storyline. He doesn't stand out as special whatsoever and there was a reason why he was never pushed during his stint in NXT. As for this Triple Threat match, the fact none of the three received televised entrances spoke volumes. Although It was over within minutes, I can't say this added anything to Raw.
· Natalya vs. Kairi Sane: As a match, this was perfectly fine. It certainly wasn't their best work, but it felt fresh, if nothing else. I wouldn't have placed this in the "Low Points" column if it wasn't for that silly finish. Sure, I'm happy Sane picked up the win, but it's odd when you remember Natalya is in the upcoming women's Elimination Chamber and Sane isn't. I guess a rematch could be booked this coming Monday on Raw and Natalya can avenge the loss, but it still doesn't explain why Sarah Logan is in the Chamber over Sane.
· Ricochet vs. Karl Anderson: This is another match I didn't have a problem with from an in-ring standpoint, but when you really think about it, a competitive contest between Ricochet and Anderson doesn't make much sense. After all, Anderson and Luke Gallows were squashed by Drew McIntyre within minutes last month. Thus, Ricochet taking seven minutes to beat Anderson did nothing to make him look more like a threat to Brock Lesnar. No one thought he was going to win to begin with, but this wasn't a good sign.
· Moment of Bliss with The Bella Twins: Congrats to Nikki and Brie on being inducted into the WWE Hall of Fame, but this segment came across as awkward to me. I can't recall a single time that an inductee was announced during a talk show segment. It wasn't a major misfire, but there wasn't much for them to talk about since they're probably saving most of what they want to say for their speech. They're definitely worthy of the honor, but this was a weird way of announcing it in my opinion.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Heath Slater: Bryan was contending for the Universal Championship no more than a month ago and is now the definition of directionless. I assume that's because whoever he winds up facing at WrestleMania 36 is busy at the moment, but I've seen rumors that he could be a part of an Intercontinental Championship Triple Threat with Braun Strowman and Sheamus. I'd prefer Strowman and Sheamus remain one-on-one while Bryan takes on someone else, specifically whoever is behind those mysterious vignettes with the static. I'd love for it to be Killer Kross, but there's a better chance it's Mustafa Ali, who we haven't seen on WWE TV in over two months. A Bryan vs. Ali program could be tremendous and would get Ali back on track.
· Chelsea Green vs. Kayden Carter: I like Green and was impressed with her work in IMPACT, but this was not a great showcase for her or Carter. It was a very sloppy match where both women felt off. Bianca Belair coming out to challenge Charlotte Flair should have been saved for afterward because it made Green and Carter look like total afterthoughts in the middle of their matchup.
· Tyler Breeze vs. Samir Singh: I say we all start a petition to permanently rid 205 Live of The Singh Brothers. Seriously, they take away from the shows every time they're on and their matches are never worth writing home about. I applaud Breeze's effort to make this match passable, but not even he can get me to care about the duo. 205 Live would be in better shape without them.
