WEEK OF FEBRUARY 23, 2013
MATCH OF THE WEEK: THE ROCK VS. CM PUNK - WWE ELIMINATION CHAMBER
After watching their initial match together at last month's Royal Rumble pay-per-view, I was left somewhat uninspired by CM Punk vs. The Rock. That being said, I couldn't have been more excited for their anticipated rematch for the WWE Championship at Elimination Chamber. Sure enough, they definitely delivered. One of my biggest gripes about their Royal Rumble match was the fact that it took only one People's Elbow to put Punk away for the three count. Thankfully, that flaw was fixed this time around, as Punk was made to look strong by kicking out of both the Rock Bottom and the People's Elbow before inevitably taking the loss. Of course, the outcome was never in doubt, but the match was entertaining enough to make up for the sheer predictability of this contest. Both guys deserve a standing ovation for their performance here. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: JACK SWAGGER
If you had told me a mere month ago that Jack Swagger would be headlining WrestleMania 29 for the World Heavyweight Championship, I would have never believed you. I didn't count out Swagger going into Elimination Chamber, but I sure as hell didn't expect him to win. With his win last Sunday night, Swagger finds himself in a World title match against Alberto Del Rio at WrestleMania. The following night on Raw, Swagger scored a decisive victory over WWE Tag Team Champion Daniel Bryan. Finally, Swagger picked up a shocking victory over Randy Orton on SmackDown. In a matter of days, the Real American went from an irrelevant afterthought to the most controversial character in all of WWE. Who could have ever seen this coming? 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: WWE ELIMINATION CHAMBER
Was there ever any question? WWE Elimination Chamber has always been known as one of the most mediocre, unnecessary pay-per-views on the calendar, but this year's event was far from lackluster. The show produced a number of quality matchups from start to finish, with each match serving its purpose and having a logical outcome. The event has also been notorious for quite predicable in the past, but this year's installment provided a number of pleasant surprises. Although WrestleMania 29 isn't shaping up to be a stellar show just yet, this event was successful in furthering feuds that will more than likely be happening at the show of shows. The subsequent episode of Raw was rather disappointing, since almost everything failed to get this viewer excited for Mania. Furthermore, WWE Main Event was fine for what it was while While Friday Night SmackDown was enjoyable, it pales in comparison to WWE Elimination Chamber.

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
New WWE Championship belt: Finally, we have a new WWE Championship belt! It's been eight years overdue, but it's better late than never. I understand not everyone is too keen on the new design of the WWE title, but I, for one, have taken a liking to it. It's a symbol of change and it's nice to see the strap finally looking as prestigious as it's intended to be.
· The Shield wins clean: Well, color me surprised. Virtually no one saw The Shield walking out of Elimination Chamber with a victory under their belt in clean fashion, no less. They've been booked dominantly up to this point, so I'm glad the strong momentum wasn't halted on Sunday night. Their win on Raw the next night against Jericho, Sheamus and Ryback was also a nice touch.
· CM Punk and John Cena promo: These two always produce strong segments, and this was no exception. While I'm pretty positive we'll be getting Rock vs. Cena II for the WWE Championship in the main event of WrestleMania 29, this promo had me second guessing myself. We'll see next week.
· Wade Barrett vs. Alberto Del Rio: With this being the first ever in-ring meeting between these two talents, I was extremely impressed by what they had to offer in their match on SmackDown. Del Rio going over shouldn't come as a shocker to anyone, but Barrett scored enough offense throughout the bout to look strong in defeat.
· Jack Swagger vs. Randy Orton: Another quality contest. These two work well together and I was surprised by how much time they ended up getting. Swagger picking up the win was smart booking, despite the fact he had to resort to dirty tactics to do so.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
Jack Swagger gets arrested: How could Jack Swagger be stupid enough to get himself arrested in midst of the biggest push of his career? I've been enjoying his character overhaul up to this point, but it doesn't take away the fact he was busted for a DUI and possession of marijuana. If WWE doesn't suspend him now, what kind of message does that send to the rest of the locker room?
· Glenn Beck's derogatory comments toward WWE: Within one week, Jack Swagger is already the most controversial character in all of WWE. Glenn Beck can make his points, but why degrade the WWE Universe by calling them stupid? That's simply uncalled for and makes only himself look bad.
· Mark Henry and The Great Khali: Mark Henry has been an absolute beast since returning to WWE a few short weeks ago, which is exactly why he shouldn't enter a feud with a joke such as The Great Khali. If this match ends up happening at WrestleMania, I've lost all faith in WWE.
· Antonio Cesaro and The Miz: Yet another match I don't wish to see again at WrestleMania 29. I enjoyed their Royal Rumble match, but not their last two encounter. Here's hoping the feud gets blown off in coming weeks so both Cesaro and Miz can move onto bigger and better things.
· Dead Man Down trailer: I don't understand the point in airing a trailer that featured Wade Barrett for all of two seconds. The worst part of it all was the fact that Sheamus completely buried the movie as well as Barrett moments later. I'd like to see Sheamus and Barrett feud, but this was not the most effective way to kick it off.
