Week of February 23, 2019
Match of the Week: WWE Championship Elimination Chamber Match - Elimination Chamber, February 17
The WWE Championship Elimination Chamber match that took place last Sunday was among the most star-studded Chamber matches in WWE history, and it certainly lived up to the hype as a worthy main event for the pay-per-view of the same name. Granted, I was slightly disappointed with Samoa Joe and Jeff Hardy being eliminated so early, but the rest of the compelling contest was a treat, especially the final stretch. Kofi Kingston put in an incredible performance and that crowd desperately wanted to see him take the title, but ultimately, it was Daniel Bryan who reigned supreme.
Superstar of the Week: Aleister Black
Aleister Black was one of the last people I expected to appear on Raw and SmackDown Live this week, but sure enough, he arrived with a bang. He made his Monday night debut and left a lasting impression by beating Elias quickly and decisively. He then showed up on SmackDown to do battle with a familiar foe in Andrade, who he also defeated. As if those victories weren't enough, Black went on to face Roderick Strong on Wednesday's NXT and once again emerge victorious. It's clear Black has momentum on his side right now, but what he'll decide to do with it remains to be seen.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, February 20
I'm honestly concerned what WWE has in store for the remainder of the road to WrestleMania 35. WWE TV hasn't been amazing (especially Raw) lately and the company has given me zero indication to believe that they have plans in place for most of the roster. Thankfully, NXT continues to deliver every week, and the buildup to TakeOver: New York has been a blast so far. This week's episode was a prime example of how hot the brand is at the moment with the NXT North American Championship changing hands and Aleister Black and Roderick Strong squaring off.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· WWE Women's Tag Team Championship Elimination Chamber match: While I thought the men's Chamber was slightly stronger than the women's this year, this was still a very good matchup with a smart layout. I feared the worst when I realized just how many people would be involved (I wasn't fond of the last tag team Chamber WWE did in 2015), but to their credit, the ladies put forth an excellent effort and kept things interesting and exciting throughout. I loved the final four because it gave Mandy Rose and Sonya Deville plenty of credibility, and of course the outcome was the right one.
· Buddy Murphy vs. Akira Tozawa: The Cruiserweights being bumped to the Kickoff show yet again shouldn't come as a surprise to anybody, but I continue to hope that great matches such as the one Murphy and Tozawa had on Sunday will lead to officials thinking twice about relegating them to the pre-show in the future. I always assumed Murphy was winning, but Tozawa had a stellar showing even in defeat. I'm looking forward to seeing who will challenge Murphy for the WWE Cruiserweight Championship at WrestleMania.
· Johnny Gargano, Tommaso Ciampa and Ricochet: I already talked about Aleister Black above, so I figured I'd lump the rest of the recent NXT "call-ups" into one paragraph. I put call-ups in quotation marks because I'm not entirely sure if they'll be permanent, and to be blunt, I hope they're not. Not only would their departures gut NXT, I doubt WWE has a clue what to do with any of them right now. That said, they were positioned as stars straight from the get-go. They won in their main roster debuts, so I'm cautiously optimistic regarding their immediate future.
· Kofi Kingston, AJ Styles and Jeff Hardy vs. Daniel Bryan, Randy Orton and Samoa Joe: It was fairly obvious from the moment this match was announced how it would end, but don't take that as me complaining. Rather, I'm stoked that Kingston's main event push is continuing past Elimination Chamber. He had a hell of a run in this six-man tag team match, and now he'll challenge for the WWE Championship one-on-one at Fastlane.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Mike Kanellis: Before now, I don't think I had featured Kanellis in the "Highlights" column once in the two years he's been with WWE. What's sad is that I'm a fan of his from his runs in Ring of Honor and IMPACT, and have been pushing for him to get his due from the moment he debuted. However, he has largely been relegated to enhancement talent status and hasn't been given many (if any) chances to shine. Thankfully, that changed on Tuesday night when he collided with Alexander in the main event of 205 Live and the two killed it. Needless to say, it was easily Kanellis' best outing in WWE to date. Granted, Alexander had a lot to do with that, but Kanellis more than held his own. Here's hoping he can pick up a win soon.
· Johnny Gargano vs. The Velveteen Dream: I figured there was next to no chance Gargano was losing that NXT North American Championship so soon after winning it, but boy, was I wrong. The match itself was entertaining and the second half in particular was terrific. Tommaso Ciampa watching from the back had me intrigued, so look for that to factor into the next chapter of their story.
This Week's Low Points
· Braun Strowman vs. Baron Corbin: If you thought this feud was over when Strowman knocked off Corbin in that TLC match back in December, think again. They rekindled their rivalry at Elimination Chamber, and to no one's surprise, their No Disqualification matchup was mediocre at best. It was a pretty pointless addition to the card that accomplished nothing. Worse yet, Corbin won with help from Drew McIntyre and Bobby Lashley. That basically sent the message that Strowman has no friends on the roster (where the hell was Kurt Angle?) and instead has no friends. Their rematch on Raw the next night wasn't much better.
· Ronda Rousey vs. Ruby Riott: I'd be lying if I said I was looking forward to this match at Elimination Chamber, just because the outcome was never in doubt. I knew they could work well together if given the opportunity (like they were on Raw), but Riott vying for the Raw Women's Championship so close to WrestleMania 35 didn't appeal to me whatsoever. Sure enough, it was over within two minutes. As if that wasn't bad enough, Riott was randomly granted another title shot on Raw and lost again. The Riott Squad are dead in the water.
· Drew McIntyre vs. Dean Ambrose: I remember McIntyre and Ambrose having a few solid matches in the fall, so I had faith that they could produce a quality contest on Monday's Raw. Unfortunately, it was over before it really got started. McIntyre beat up on Ambrose for three minutes before putting him away. The booking of Ambrose continues to baffle me. If WWE knows he's on his way out and is insistent on having him lose to most people, then that just makes his win over EC3 all the more baffling. On the bright side, Ambrose is currently the most interesting he's been in years.
· Paul Heyman promo: I enjoyed the hell out of Heyman's verbal exchange with Seth Rollins last week, though it seems he delivers his best material these days when he's sharing mic time with someone else. When he's on his own (like he was here), he tends to repeat himself and regurgitate the same shtick he's been spewing for years with Brock Lesnar being the most legitimate athlete in all of WWE and so on. He needs new material.
· Heavy Machinery and Lacey Evans: I know I've ranted about this before here in the "Low Points" column, but WWE has completely butchered their most recent batch of NXT call-ups (which is why I'm fearful for Aleister Black, Ricochet, Johnny Gargano and Tommaso Ciampa). It should be noted that Heavy Machinery have done fairly well for themselves and have won the crowd over with their eccentric antics more often than not, but this segment from Raw was a total waste of time. I'm not sure what purpose it was supposed to serve, especially when you have Evans out there strutting with them for no reason at all. At least they were on WWE TV this week, unlike EC3 and Nikki Cross, who both had to sit on the sidelines coming off their losses last Monday night.
· Asuka vs. Mandy Rose: As a match, this was perfectly fine, and I'm actually all for Rose getting a shot at the SmackDown Women's Championship at Fastlane. However, there were other ways of getting to that point without having Rose pin Asuka. It's ridiculous to think Asuka went from submitting Becky Lynch at the Royal Rumble to being left off SmackDown Live for three weeks to losing to Rose.
