Week of February 27, 2021

Match of the Week:
Universal Championship No. 1 Contender's Elimination Chamber Match (Elimination Chamber, February 21)
Of the two Elimination Chamber matches last Sunday night, SmackDown's was a bit better in my opinion, but you could really go with either one of them as WWE's "Match of the Week". It had a strong layout, everyone had a chance to shine, and it was perfectly paced from start to finish. Cesaro and Daniel Bryan kicking things off was smart as they carried a majority of the match, though Sami Zayn's antics were entertaining as well. Plus, Kevin Owens did well and Jey Uso scoring two eliminations was a pleasant surprise. I was bummed Cesaro didn't win as I had hoped, but Bryan was the next best choice as it allowed him to pick up a meaningful win for once. 

Superstar of the Week:
Bobby Lashley
It's been a strong six months for Bobby Lashley, who won the United States Championship back at August's Payback pay-per-view and has been dominant ever since. His reign of terror continued this past week when, despite losing his U.S. title in a Triple Threat at Elimination Chamber, he made his presence felt in the WWE Championship picture by attacking Drew McIntyre. His attack on The Scottish Warrior led to The Miz beating him for the prestigious prize, but Lashley made it known on Raw he wants the gold. He then destroyed Braun Strowman in the main event ahead of his huge title opportunity next Monday night.
Show of the Week:
WWE Elimination Chamber, February 21
Say what you will about the current WWE product and how inconsistent it can be (specifically Raw), but the company almost always delivers on pay-per-view. Maybe the shows being shorter is what does it for me, but Elimination Chamber was another enjoyable event on the whole with the main matches living up to the hype and the rest of the card being what it needed to be. The two Elimination Chambers featured exciting action and outcomes I personally didn't see coming. The Triple Threat for the United States Championship was well-wrestled and the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship match was fine for what it was. You can't really ask for much more than that.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· WWE Championship Elimination Chamber match: If you preferred this over the SmackDown Chamber, I wouldn't blame you because both were enjoyable. Randy Orton quickly getting eliminated by Kofi Kingston was a pleasant surprise, Jeff Hardy lasted a little while, and AJ Styles was in there until the end. I figured Sheamus would win the WWE Championship, but at least it wasn't Drew McIntyre who pinned him. This was a great effort from the stars of Raw.
· Bobby Lashley vs. Riddle vs. John Morrison: I absolutely loved how this Triple Threat was laid out. Lashley was on offense for a majority of the match and came across like a killer. Any interaction between Riddle and Morrison was fun. To top it all off, Lashley was never beaten for the title. Rather, Riddle pinned Morrison to get his moment. It's a shame Keith Lee couldn't compete for whatever reason because I assume he would've won the title had he been there.
· Edge and Bianca Belair make their WrestleMania decisions: I figured we would find out who Edge and Belair were choosing to face at WrestleMania 37 at or around Elimination Chamber and that's exactly what happened. Truth be told, Edge vs. Roman Reigns and Belair vs. Sasha Banks were the only money 'Mania matches that made sense for the event. Now the key is delivering compelling stories for both feuds in the weeks ahead. Thankfully, they're off to strong starts.
· The Hurt Business vs. The Lucha House Party: There wasn't much of a reason for this match since Hurt Business already beat Lucha House Party to retain the Raw Tag Team Championship a few weeks ago, but I had no problem with them running back with the Tornado tag team rules. This was easily their best encounter to date and Hurt Business winning decisively was the right call. Unfortunately, Raw's depleted tag team division remains in a state of flux.
· Roman Reigns and Daniel Bryan: I was honestly a little disappointed WWE gave away Reigns vs. Bryan at Elimination Chamber with no prior notice, but at least it was kept short and sweet. It set up the need for a rematch on the subsequent SmackDown and their interaction was excellent as expected. I'm all for proper rivalry between the two, but I don't think we're going to get that heading into Fastlane. I'd rather see it saved for SummerSlam season or after WrestleMania.
· Apollo Crews vs. Shinsuke Nakamura: As a match, there wasn't a ton to this, but I enjoyed it while it lasted. The bigger reason why this is in the "Highlights" column is because of Crews' pre-match promo where he discussed his heritage and his motivations for attacking Big E last week. It was probably the best mic work I've heard from Crews on the main roster. He's doing such an awesome job as a heel that I wouldn't be surprised to see him win the Intercontinental Championship.
· Karrion Kross vs. Santos Escobar: Kross has had some very good matches since coming to NXT a year ago, but this was arguably his strongest yet. It benefited from the No Disqualification stipulation and it was great seeing him come across like a complete killer. Both guys put forth a hell of an effort, but in the end, it was Kross who reigned supreme as he should have. It should be only a matter of time before he sets his sights on the NXT Championship again.
· Adam Cole attacks Finn Balor and Roderick Strong: Part of me thought Strong would align with Cole and Kyle O'Reilly would be the only one ousted from Undisputed Era, but apparently not. I would have dragged this out another week or two, but it was still a terrific segment that successfully moved the story along. Cole is in his element as a heel and it's going to be a moment when O'Reilly returns and goes after him. I assume that match goes down over WrestleMania weekend.
This Week's Low Points
· The Miz wins the WWE Championship: As a longtime Miz fan, it pains me to put this in the "Low Points" column, but it's hard to defend WWE giving the top title to a guy who hadn't won a singles match in what felt like forever. Miz's booking has been absolutely atrocious over the last year and this moment would have meant a lot more had he been handled better. He's basically a joke of a champion, but the good news is that his reign may not last long thanks to Bobby Lashley.
· Nia Jax and Shayna Baszler vs. Sasha Banks and Bianca Belair: This was easily the weakest part of the Elimination Chamber pay-per-view. While it wasn't a bad match, it paled in comparison to everything else on the show and just wasn't very exciting. I understand they wanted to tease the possibility of Banks and Belair becoming WWE Women's Tag Team Champions, but I figured it wouldn't happen, nor do we need Banks as a double champion again, anyway.
· Ricochet vs. John Morrison vs. Mustafa Ali vs. Elias: As a Fatal 4-Way, this was fun and it was a nice way to kill time on the Elimination Chamber Kickoff show. My issue is with the people picked to be a part of it. None of these guys did anything to earn the opportunity to even be involved in a United States Championship number one contender's match. They've all been booked like losers for months and therefore lack credibility. It's a real bummer Keith Lee had to miss the event.
· Nia Jax and Shayna Baszler vs. Asuka and Charlotte Flair: Yes, another Jax and Baszler match is in the "Low Points" section, and it's largely because the women's tag team division is a mess at the moment and they aren't very compelling champions. You would never know Asuka was the Raw Women's Champion unless you were reminded of that fact. She's been an afterthought for many months and having her get pinned by Jax was not the answer to her recent woes.
· The New Day vs. RETRIBUTION: Surely I wasn't the only one who thought RETRIBUTION would cost Kofi Kingston his spot in the WWE Championship Elimination Chamber match, right? I mean, it made storyline sense, yet WWE didn't do it. Instead, they had RETRIBUTION lose pretty decisively to New Day the next night on Raw. I'm not even advocating for a RETRIBUTION win, but the group is beyond damaged goods at this point and needs to split to salvage the careers of those involved in it.
· Naomi and Lana vs. Mandy Rose and Dana Brooke: As cool as it's been to have Naomi back in the mix following a long layoff, she is being underutilized in the tag team division. She and Lana have mentioned before that they go way back, but I can't bring myself to care about their alliance whatsoever. I also have no interest in seeing them beat Jax and Baszler for the tag titles. Brooke has always been bland, but it's sad to see Rose mean so little after her hot storyline with Otis last year.
· AJ Styles vs. Ricochet: I never thought I would be putting a match between these two in the "Low Points" column, but here we are. Both guys are stuck in a holding pattern right now and have no set feud in sight. This wasn't nearly as entertaining as their last encounter a few weeks ago and was too short to be what it could have been. I understand WWE doesn't see much in Ricochet, but what do they have in mind for Styles at WrestleMania if Triple H doesn't come back to face him?
· Liv Morgan vs. Tamina: As I've said before, The Riott Squad vs. Tamina and Natalya is the feud that will never end. I've enjoyed The Riott Squad during this recent run of theirs, but they really shouldn't be losing more than they win, especially to a makeshift team like Natalya and Tamina who are terrible together. Hell, Morgan and Ruby Riott should have been tag team champions months ago. This was a throwaway match with the wrong outcome. Tamina matches are rarely bearable.
