Week of February 28, 2015
Match of the Week: Roman Reigns vs. Daniel Bryan - Fastlane, February 22
Despite how badly WWE botched the the build-up to this match, anticipation was still high for the WWE Fastlane main event, as one way or another, someone was headed to WrestleMania 31 to face WWE World Heavyweight Champion Brock Lesnar. This was also Roman Reigns' first true test to prove himself as a singles competitor, and I'd certainly say he passed with flying colors. Of course, he had the perfect opponent in Daniel Bryan, but take nothing away from Reigns who more than held his own and even busted out a few new moves at various points. It was predictable from the get-go that Reigns was going to emerge victorious, but that didn't hinder my enjoyment of it one bit. Both guys put forth a strong effort and it resulted in an excellent matchup that the Memphis crowd (that was quiet for most of the night) came alive for. In a fantastic finish, Bryan set the former Shield member up for the running knee only to be nailed with the scintillating spear. With a clean win over a former WWE World Heavyweight Champion, Reigns, in my eyes, has proved himself ready. 

Superstar of the Week: Roman Reigns
You don't have to like it, but you are going to have to accept it: Roman Reigns is headed to the main event of WrestleMania 31 to face Brock Lesnar for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship. I'm still not a fan of how he got there, but the fact of the matter is that Reigns won the Royal Rumble so, to me, they had to go forward with his push. In what was easily his best showing in singles competition to date, Reigns solidified his spot in the title match by beating Daniel Bryan in clean fashion at WWE Fastlane. Although he had his dreams doubted by Lesnar's advocate Paul Heyman the next night on Raw, he furthered his strong momentum later on in the show with a win in tag team action alongside Bryan against Seth Rollins and Randy Orton. Finally, he cut one his better promos in recent memory that Thursday night on SmackDown. 

Show of the Week: WWE Fastlane, February 22
It can be dated that this award deserves to go to the latest episode of NXT from Wednesday, but as good of a show as that was, I give the nod to WWE Fastlane for being better than I originally thought it was going to be. It was by no means a great show, and quite frankly there were quite a few people out there who thought it was terrible, but I enjoyed it for what it was. At the end of the day, it succeeded in what it set out to do: getting this viewer excited for WrestleMania 31 in just over a month. Besides, the night had a handful of highlights that shouldn't be overlooked. Among them was the long awaited return of Randy Orton, who targeted The Authority and made his presence felt shortly following the opening match. As the show progressed, we witnessed new WWE Tag Team Champions crowned in Cesaro and Tyson Kidd as well as a terrific segment between Triple H and Sting that set up their clash for WrestleMania. This was all in addition to the two great main event matches in John Cena vs. Rusev and Roman Reigns vs. Daniel Bryan. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Triple H and Sting: I didn't go into this segment at Fastlane with high hopes, but this was excellent all around. Triple H, who tends to drag during his promos at times, seemed motivated and it was refreshing to see him in something other than a suit for once. The actual confrontation between Triple H and Sting was well done and I popped huge for Sting pulling out the baseball bat. Sting not saying a single word was brilliant, and personally, I'd have absolutely no problem with him staying silent for the entire build to his anticipated match. He's at his best when he's not talking.
· John Cena vs. Rusev: Going into this match, I was slightly skeptical as to whether they'd deliver as good a match as I thought they could, and as it turned out, they did. Perhaps the involvement of the crowd was what drew me in after they had been so quiet for most of the night. They capitalized off that perfectly, and I especially enjoyed Rusev's performance here. He didn't look out of place at all, and it gave the United States Championship a nice boost. Rusev's "submission" victory was a pleasant surprise, but sadly, it only delayed the inevitable of Cena ending Rusev's undefeated streak at WrestleMania.
· The Usos vs. Cesaro and Tyson Kidd:Neither of their matches from Fastlane or Raw were the barn burning bouts I expected them to be, but they were still very fun and I enjoyed them both. The crowd was into everything they were doing down the stretch and I love the tag team title change. Granted, the straps have changed hands three times in three months, but if they keep the belts on Kidd and Cesaro for the long term, then it shouldn't matter as they can do wonders for the division.
· Dolph Ziggler, Ryback and Erick Rowan vs. The Authority: I was on the fence about putting this matchup in the "Highlights" column, but after some debating, I decided to be generous. Their Fastlane match wasn't technically terrible, but it felt like something you'd see on Raw or SmackDown, and wouldn't you know, we did as they held a rematch days later on the Thursday night show. The rematch was much more entertaining, though I could have done without Ziggler and Seth Rollins taking the pin for their team in each of the two matches.
· Finn Balor vs. The Brian Kendrick: He's the man with a plan! How cool was it to see Kendrick back in WWE on NXT? He was never the biggest star during his time with the company, but I always found him to be underrated and he showed that here in his match with Balor. They worked a really nice matchup that gave Balor a good win. Hopefully this isn't the last we see of him in NXT.
This Week's Low Points
· Bad News Barrett: Man, how much have they ruined this guy since he came back from injury two months ago? He was primed for big things when he returned, but all he's done as Intercontinental champion is lose. His match with Dean Ambrose at Fastlane was a disappointment, and although his matches with Dolph Ziggler and Daniel Bryan on Raw and SmackDown this week were well wrestled, he lost them both! It truly is sad how much they've managed to make the Intercontinental Championship feel completely worthless.
· Randy Orton: As hot of a return as Orton had at the pay-per-view, I can't help but feel they went about his Raw comeback the wrong way on Monday night. He came out to a massive reaction at the start of the show, but by the time the show ended, people didn't know how to react. I understand the slow burn approach they're trying to take with his feud with Seth Rollins, but there isn't much time left until WrestleMania and they need to kick this thing into its next gear and fast. I mean, realigning with The Authority makes no sense after they, you know, took him out of action for a whopping four months.
· The Bella Twins vs. Paige and Emma: This was absolutely despicable. 30 seconds? Seriously? Why even bother if that's the case? It's bad enough that they treat the "Divas" like crap, but it's even worse knowing the women down in NXT (you know, "developmental") are getting more chances to shine than them. These four ladies had a really nice match on Main Event, and I realize they won't get that much time on Raw, but to give them a mere 30 minutes is an insult to them and the fans.
· Prime Time Players vs. The Ascension: Don't get me wrong, I love that the Prime Time Players are back together (would it have killed WWE to give them a minute backstage to explain this?) and I didn't mind that they were the first ones to beat The Ascension, but the match was hardly given any time and there was zero build to it. And they wonder why people don't care about The Ascension. Hopefully the Prime Time Players don't meet the same fate because they can be tag team champions if WWE doesn't ruin them this time around.
· Fandango vs. Curtis Axel: I didn't care to see this match when I saw it on paper and I cared less about it in its execution. To give credit where credit is due, Axel has been doing well with this #AxelMania shtick, but his one botched line in his promo on SmackDown ruined it for me. Combine that with the recently-turned-face-but-nobody-gives-a-crap Fandango and you have yourself a fairly pointless match.
