Week of February 3, 2018
Match of the Week: Andrade "Cien" Almas vs. Johnny Gargano: NXT Championship Match - NXT TakeOver: Philadelphia, January 27
NXT has produced countless classics over the years, but I honestly feel that the NXT Championship main event from TakeOver: Philadelphia was the best in the brand's history. The feud was already electric going into the event, but it was the performances by both Johnny Gargano and Andrade "Cien" Almas that made this such a masterpiece. For just over a half hour, these two went back and forth and had the crowd behind them every step of the way. Even the interference from Zelina Vega and Candice LeRae was excellently executed. Pure perfection. 

Superstar of the Week: Asuka
I did not at all expect the first-ever women's Royal Rumble match to headline last Sunday's pay-per-view, but in retrospect, I'm happy it did. The women made the most of their opportunity, and above all else, the right woman won: Asuka. She has been on an absolute tear since arriving on the main roster at the end of 2017, so having her punch her ticket to WrestleMania 34 with a Rumble victory made the most sense. On Raw, she continued to build momentum by beating Sasha Banks in an outstanding outing that left me eagerly anticipating a rematch. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT TakeOver: Philadelphia, January 27
For the first time in a great while, there was an actual debate over which was better: NXT TakeOver: Philadelphia or the main roster's Royal Rumble pay-per-view. Granted, I'm biased because I was in attendance for both events, but I truly thought they delivered in spades. The men's and women's Rumble matches were excellent, but on the whole, TakeOver was the superior show. The undercard was solid, but it was the top two matches that made it special. Aleister Black vs. Adam Cole was a ton of fun and the main event, as previously noted, was unbelievable. Plus, EC3 has arrived! 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Aleister Black vs. Adam Cole: Unlike the main roster, NXT rarely holds Extreme Rules/No Disqualification matches, so this felt like a major deal. It was a fairly basic bout early on, but as it progressed, both men pulled out all the stops and produced a phenomenal matchup. It made total sense for Undisputed Era to interfere and attempt to aid Cole to victory, and I liked how SAnitY leveled the playing field and furthered their feud with them. Black remaining undefeated in singles competition was the right move, especially since Cole loses nothing in defeat. He was in the men's Royal Rumble match after all.
· Men's Royal Rumble match: Speaking of which, I absolutely loved this Rumble match and honestly believe it was one of the best of all-time. I realize that's a lofty claim, but virtually nothing about it made me mad in any way, which is rare this day and age. There were a ton of people who had solid showings, but above all else, the final six Superstars were spectacular. Many fans had their guard up for a John Cena or a Roman Reigns win, so the crowd reaction to Shinsuke Nakamura emerging victorious was deafening.
· Women's Royal Rumble match: Although I personally found the men's Rumble to be better booked overall, this was still a successful first-ever Rumble match for the women. You had to know it was going to be filled with numerous surprises from the past, and the crowd ate up all of it. It would have been cool if stars such as Becky Lynch and Ruby Riott lasted longer, but the result was what it needed to be: Asuka earning herself a title shot. Ronda Rousey arriving afterward was also a memorable moment that created intrigue for the road to WrestleMania.
· John Cena vs. Finn Balor: I saw that some people were slightly disappointed with this match, but I thoroughly enjoyed it. I'm positive they could have a WrestleMania-worthy encounter if they wanted to, but this was a quality main event for Raw, nonetheless. Balor has been involved in plenty of marquee matches so far in 2018 and I'm excited to find out what the future holds for him going forward, but I would have preferred him scoring the big win here.
· Rusev vs. Kofi Kingston vs. Jinder Mahal vs. Zack Ryder: This was a rather random assortment of talent, but who cares, it was a fun Fatal 4-Way! They were granted a decent amount of time and made the most of it. Any one of the four could have realistically gone over (okay, maybe except for Ryder), but Rusev was the right call. I'm not in favor of Bobby Roode dropping his United States Championship so soon, but in his upcoming title defense against Rusev on SmackDown Live, a double turn would be for the best. Both men would benefit huge from a change in character considering how over Rusev is as a fan favorite at the moment and how comfortable Roode is as a heel.
· 205 Live reboot: 205 Live getting a fresh coat of paint is, needless to say, long overdue. Few people have cared about the program since its inception in late 2016, but now, fans have a reason to invest in the show. We've got Drake Maverick as the new general manager and a 16-man WWE Cruiserweight title tournament happening.
· Roderick Strong vs. Tyler Bate: This past week featured so much awesome wrestling, but don't sleep on this matchup. Strong and Bate put together a terrific 10-minute sprint that concluded with Strong becoming the next No. 1 contender to the WWE United Kingdom Championship.
This Week's Low Points
· Kassius Ohno vs. The Velveteen Dream: This wasn't a bad bout by any means, but it was easily the weakest outing on the TakeOver: Philadelphia card. The story they told coming in was actually pretty smart with Dream proclaiming he'd knock out Ohno in a matter of 30 seconds and it was a good match all things considered, but it didn't seem like they had the most amazing chemistry together. That was made evident by the botches toward the end. On the bright side, Dream picked up the win as he should have and continues to build momentum. He has been a blast to watch in recent months and will only grow as a performer in the future.
· Brock Lesnar vs. Braun Strowman vs. Kane: To be fair, this wasn't nearly as deplorable as I expected it to be, but I stand by what I said originally: this was completely unnecessary. The outcome was never in doubt, and while predictability isn't always the worst thing, this wasn't a strong enough match to justify it happening. Strowman loses yet another high profile contest, which means if he doesn't win at WrestleMania 34 against a top-tier talent, it will be official that WWE dropped the ball on one of their hottest stars.
· Seth Rollins and Jason Jordan vs. Sheamus and Cesaro: I liked the angle with Rollins wrestling the entire match and Jordan sitting out while feigning an "injury" (even though he is legitimately injured), but the crowd couldn't have cared less about this. It didn't help that we've seen Rollins clash with Sheamus and Cesaro in some form or fashion on countless occasions since the summer, but what really hurt this was how it had to follow the hot men's Royal Rumble match. Nothing was going to top that, so people sitting on their hands for this wasn't exactly surprising.
· Sheamus and Cesaro vs. Apollo Crews and Titus O'Neil: I guess this wasn't the best week for The Bar. I appreciate that Titus Worldwide beating them back-to-back weeks wasn't forgotten about and instead earned them a shot at The Bar's newly won Raw Tag Team Championship, but fans in the arena were quiet as could be for this bout, and why shouldn't they have been? They had no reason to believe Titus Worldwide had a shot in hell of walking away with the titles despite their recent victories.
· Baron Corbin vs. Tye Dillinger: Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn attacked Dillinger before he was about to enter the Rumble match. Logically, that would set up Dillinger vs. Zayn or Owens for SmackDown Live, but that wasn't the case. As a result of Zayn and Owens already being booked in a different match in the show, Dillinger instead faced.... Baron Corbin. Putting two guys with zero fanfare at the moment against each other isn't the greatest idea, to say the least. Corbin had his hand raised in the end, but it doesn't mean much when you realize his opponent was Tye Dillinger. There's no question these guys need significant overhauls in order to be taken seriously again, but that process could take many months.
· Chad Gable and Shelton Benjamin vs. Breezango: I was happy WWE decided to give Gable and Benjamin a rebound win following their loss to The Usos at Royal Rumble, but similar to The Bar vs. Titus Worldwide on Raw the night prior, this shouldn't have had a spot on a post-pay-per-view show. It could have been saved for next week.
· New graphics: Raw getting a mini makeover with the new visuals and theme song was a welcome change, but what's up with these new graphics on SmackDown? They're atrocious and annoying. Not every promo needs to have subtitles. In fact, they don't need subtitles at all!
