Week of February 6, 2016
Match of the Week: Finn Balor vs. Apollo Crews - NXT, February 3
I could compile a list with everything I love about NXT, but attention to detail would likely be leading that list. It's so simple yet so effective, and because few other wrestling promotions share that same attribute (with the exception of Lucha Underground), I appreciate whenever NXT does it. Instead of completely forgetting about the NXT Championship match between Finn Balor and Apollo Crews that ended in a non-finish back in October, NXT went back to that bout on this week's episode. Better yet, Crews himself claimed he wasn't worthy of a shot at the gold at this time, so he insisted it should be a non-title affair. Brilliant. The match itself, similar to their previous encounter, was very good with the pace picking up down the stretch. Balor scored the victory, but here's hoping this isn't the last we see of Crews in the title picture. 

Superstar of the Week: Kalisto
I've said it before and I'll say it again: no one has shined brighter, no one has impressed me more thus far in 2016 than Kalisto. He went from failing to capture the WWE Tag Team Championship at TLC to winning his second United States Championship at the Royal Rumble. It was almost an overnight transformation. He has been on a massive roll since that night, knocking off all comers. This week was no exception as he went up against League of Nations member Rusev on Raw. Even with Alberto Del Rio sitting in on commentary, he was able to overcome the Bulgarian brute and steal the victory by way of count-out. He had similar luck days later on SmackDown when he bested Kevin Owens in one-on-one action, handing the former NXT Champion a rare pinfall loss. Can he topple Del Rio one more time with the gold up for grabs at WWE Fastlane? 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown, February 4
All right, I will admit I was wrong. And never have I been happier to have been wrong. I said when SmackDown's move to USA Network was initially announced that WWE would make a big deal out of the blue brand for a month or so before having it go back to being irrelevant, similar to what they did when SmackDown returned to Thursday nights in early 2015. Well, we're one month in and SmackDown still feels more meaningful than it has in several years. It's shades of 2002, 2003 in a way with the excellent in-ring action, engaging angles and storyline progression going on. I'm well aware that's a bit of a stretch, but just realize that SmackDown is in a great place right now, mostly because of Mauro Ranallo's exceptional commentary. This week's episode was another home run and next week's show should be equally entertaining. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Dean Ambrose and Brock Lesnar: It was refreshing to have Raw kick off with someone not named Roman Reigns or The Authority this week. Lesnar brings a completely different feel to every arena he enters and I'm always excited to see him cross paths with fresh faces, including Ambrose. I absolutely loved how Ambrose stood his ground against Lesnar and didn't look intimidated in the slightest like a good babyface should, only to get laid out with an F5 at the end of the night. There isn't much doubt Reigns is winning that Triple Threat match at WWE Fastlane, but I'm looking forward to seeing Lesnar and Ambrose square off more than anything else.
· Kevin Owens vs. Dolph Ziggler: In all honesty, I rolled my eyes when this match was announced. We have seen it (by Owens' own count on Twitter) ten times since the summer. That's absolutely ridiculous. The reason I'm including it in the "Highlights" column this week, however, was because it was a very enjoyable matchup, which was to be expected from them. Ziggler beating Owens clean was a head-scratcher, especially after Ziggler lost to Heath Slater one month ago on Raw, but we'll see where it goes.
· AJ Styles and The Miz: As I said last week, WWE has done right by Styles since his arrival on the main roster. They have successfully made him out to look like the big deal he is and his status as a star was further cemented this week in his run-ins with The Miz. Their 'Miz TV' segment actually exceeded my expectations because it allowed Miz to show off his tremendous talking talent while Styles got the upper hand in the end. Their match on SmackDown was also very good and Styles scored another notable win. Now, we anxiously await Part 2 of Styles vs. Jericho on this Thursday's episode.
· Kalisto vs. Kevin Owens: The dynamic Kalisto and Owens have is so perfect because Kalisto is cast as the underdog while Owens is the perennial bully. As a result, I really liked their SmackDown match this week and Ziggler did an effective job of furthering his feud with Owens on commentary. Kalisto scored a major win and Owens was protected, so it's hard to nitpick anything from this bout.
· Asuka vs. Santana Garrett: Main event aside, this week's edition of NXT was filled with matches that were either squashes or pointless filler. Even the returning Vaudevillians vs. The Hype Bros didn't do much for me. That said, the best enhancement matches are those that feature Asuka. She is simply sensational and, along with Bayley and Sasha Banks, one of the best all-around women's wrestlers I have seen in a while. Her hard-hitting style and seeing her dish out offense is so much fun to watch, though I have to give credit to Garrett for holding her own here. She is very well known on the independent scene and I'm surprised she hasn't already landed a contract with WWE. Hopefully it's only a matter of time.
This Week's Low Points
· The Usos vs. The Social Outcasts: I didn't hate this match per se, but I failed to see what purpose it was supposed to serve. The Usos are spinning their wheels right now before they presumably go back after the WWE Tag Team Championship at Fastlane, but worse yet, they have zero character development. They have been the same personalities for years and have yet to evolve. That's why fans are souring on them nowadays. I actually enjoyed The Social Outcasts' match with The New Day on SmackDown significantly more than this. At least The Social Outcasts are a fun group, even if they are intended to be designated jobbers.
· Team B.A.D. breakup: As happy as I am that Sasha Banks is on her own again, the breakup was very much mishandled on Raw. There didn't seem to be any tension within the ranks of Team B.A.D. prior to that point, and after Banks said they were still united as one, she proceeded to tell them to head backstage during her match, so that was strange. At the end of the day, I'm just thrilled Banks is done with Team B.A.D. and she can go back to being her own person. This also means the faction wars are over at long last. Yay!
· Big Show vs. Erick Rowan: WWE's booking of The Wyatt Family never ceases to confuse me. After having them dominate everyone in their path for over a month, Rowan gets fed to Show in under a minute. I realize Rowan has never looked strong, but having him lose so decisively makes the entire group look bad, especially when they are present at ringside and could have helped! What's scarier is that WWE might actually be considering doing a Braun Strowman vs. Big Show match at Fastlane. You don't need me to tell you that match has the potential to be absolutely awful.
· Titus O'Neil vs. Tyler Breeze: Another week, another meaningless match won by O'Neil. Seriously, I like the guy, but WWE doesn't give fans a reason to care about him other than showing he does a lot of charity. That's great, but where is his mic work talking about these constant victories? Otherwise, they're worth nothing. And don't get me started on how far Breeze has fallen.
· Charlotte vs. Brie Bella: Although the booking that transpired in this match was asinine to me at first, WWE has since made some sense of it. Apparently, the idea is to have Charlotte engage in a mini feud with Brie Bella going into Fastlane over the Divas Championship. That's all fine and well, but WWE already went through the trouble of building up a Triple Threat with Charlotte, Banks and Becky Lynch, so why not go with the flow and do that match? Perhaps they're holding off until WrestleMania, but Brie does nothing for me as a championship challenger. She has been irrelevant for far too long and she won't be taken seriously as a threat to win the title. Never knowing whether she is a face or a heel doesn't help matters.
