Week of February 6, 2021

Match of the Week:
Women's Royal Rumble Match (Royal Rumble, January 31)
Both of this year's Royal Rumble matches were quite good, but of the two, I'd argue the women's was slightly stronger. There were definitely a few dull points early on, but it was well-executed on the whole and I thought almost all of the bigger stars had great showings, specifically the newer girls. The best part of the women's Rumble was the final stretch when it came down to Bianca Belair, Rhea Ripley and Charlotte Flair because any one of them could have believably won. It made for one of my favorite finishing sequences in Rumble history and Belair's victory was even more emotional as a result. I'm looking forward to her (hopefully) facing Sasha Banks at WrestleMania. 

Superstar of the Week:
Edge
It isn't often that I feature someone as my "Superstar of the Week" two weeks in a row, but Edge is a special case coming off the incredible week he had. Despite entering at number one, he wound up winning the men's Royal Rumble match last Sunday to punch his ticket to the main event of WrestleMania 37. In the days that followed, he put all of WWE's top champions on notice: WWE Champion Drew McIntyre, Universal Champion Roman Reigns, and even NXT Champion Finn Balor. He even wrestled again on Monday's Raw and put his rivalry with Randy Orton to rest by beating him in the night's main event.
Show of the Week:
WWE Royal Rumble, January 31
Royal Rumble has been an excellent show on the whole these past years and I was happy that this year's installment kept that streak alive, even without fans in attendance. It was important for both of the Rumble matches to deliver and they did, in addition to having satisfying finishes fans were mostly content with. The undercard was also enjoyable with Drew McIntyre vs. Goldberg being exactly what it needed to be, Roman Reigns and Kevin Owens having a hell of a Last Man Standing match (awkward ending aside), and Sasha Banks vs. Carmella once again exceeding expectations. Thankfully, the road to WrestleMania is off to a solid start and appears to be promising.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Men's Royal Rumble match: If you said you preferred the men's Rumble over the women's, I wouldn't argue with you because both were very good (though as noted, I did think the women's was a bit better on the whole). The story of Edge lasting the entire time and winning it all was great, but there was a lot more to like about it as well. The surprise returns were fun, Damian Priest had a breakout performance, and the closing stretch was suspenseful. It was a fun hour of wrestling.
· Roman Reigns vs. Kevin Owens: Last Man Standing matches tend to be hit or miss, but this was one of the better ones I've seen WWE do in recent memory. I expected excellence because of how strong the storyline has been and I wasn't disappointed. Of course, the outcome was never in doubt, but it didn't matter. The only issue with the match was the botched finish, but everything that came before it was captivating. That said, this really should have been the blow-off to the feud.
· Christian and Carlito return: The Royal Rumble returns always exciting, but it was especially cool (pun intended) to see Christian and Carlito back on Sunday night. We hadn't seen Carlito in a WWE ring in over a decade and he was in fantastic shape. As for Christian, he had been retired since 2014, so I'm very happy he's been cleared. I'd love for both guys to get another run and ideally be utilized correctly. Raw needs names right now and them returning can help with that.
· Damian Priest vs. The Miz: As a match, this wasn't anything special, but the real reason I'm putting this in the "Highlights" column is because Priest is off to a strong start on the main roster. He lasted a while in the men's Rumble and eliminated a bunch of people, including Miz and John Morrison. He then beat Miz on Raw the next night. I realize that doesn't mean much at this point, but at least it appears WWE has some sort of a plan for Priest now that he's on Raw.
· Big E vs. Sami Zayn vs. Apollo Crews: This was a terrific Triple Threat match. The Intercontinental Championship picture has been fun to follow for the past month and all three of these guys have been doing great work. They received an ample amount of time and made every minute matter. Crews probably shouldn't get another opportunity at the title considering he was pinned by Big E, but I'm interested to see what's next for him in his evolution as a heel.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Cesaro: Bryan and Cesaro had the usual quality contest together on SmackDown. Their initial encounter was better and it was a crime they were only afforded a few minutes, but I enjoyed this while it lasted. I figured Bryan would get his win back from last month, but that was not the case. Hey, I'm not complaining as it's cool to see Cesaro showcased as a singles star for a change. The key is in the follow-up and where WWE goes with Cesaro from here.
· Tommaso Ciampa and Timothy Thatcher vs. Undisputed Era: Both the men's and women's Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic tournaments have been producing superb matches and this was one of my favorites so far. Ciampa and Thatcher have as much chemistry as partners as they did as opponents and Undisputed Era never cease to deliver. This was a wonderful main event and Ciampa and Thatcher advancing was the right call. I'm curious to what's next for Undisputed Era.
· Kacy Catanzaro and Kayden Carter vs. Dakota Kai and Raquel Gonzalez: Although Catanzaro and Carter have largely been positioned as enhancement talent up to this point, they have been super impressive throughout the women's Dusty Classic and had a real chance of winning here. Alas, it wasn't meant to be, but they put in a commendable effort before eating defeat. Hopefully they can capitalize off this momentum and have more of a presence on NXT going forward.
This Week's Low Points
· Charlotte Flair and Asuka vs. Nia Jax and Shayna Baszler: This was the only mediocre match on the entire Royal Rumble and was thankfully relegated to the Kickoff show. I'd say that I haven't cared about this feud but it's hardly been a feud due to Flair and Asuka being busy with other storylines. Basically, it was a match that happened. Jax and Baszler regaining the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship made sense, but I still feel their team is a waste of Baszler's talent.
· Edge vs. Randy Orton: For a Raw main event, this was pretty good and I'm relieved the rivalry between Edge and Orton is finally over and won't be carrying over into WrestleMania. It was super cool seeing Edge back in the ring on Raw for the first time in nearly a decade, but this is in the "Low Points" column because it absolutely should have been advertised in advance. There was no angle that set it up, either; it just got a passing mention in the first hour of the show.
· Sheamus betrays Drew McIntyre: We all knew this was coming sooner rather than later, but it felt completely random on Monday night. There was no foreshadowing and there wasn't much more to it than just one Brogue Kick. I assume these two would meet one-on-one for the WWE Championship at WrestleMania 37, but that doesn't look to be the case anymore. Instead, Elimination Chamber might be where it takes place. This was too rushed of an angle in my opinion.
· Bobby Lashley vs. Riddle: Lashley originally beat Riddle to retain the United States Championship in a matter of minutes last month, yet their feud continued. Riddle earned himself another title shot last week and I was looking forward to them finally having the match they're capable of. Unfortunately, this was also cut short due to Lashley getting himself disqualified. I'm sure they're saving Lashley for something special and that's awesome, but it's coming at the expense of Riddle.
· Asuka and Charlotte Flair vs. Dana Brooke and Mandy Rose vs. Lana and Naomi: I was really happy to see Naomi return at Royal Rumble, but why the hell is she teaming with Lana? I know they said on Raw Talk that they've been friends for many years, but that isn't enough of a reason to relegate Naomi to the tag team division. She's better than that. This was an abysmal match that did not need to last as long as it did. You can smell the Flair and Asuka split coming from a mile away.
· Dominik Mysterio vs. King Corbin: Mysterio and Corbin have now had three matches against each other, and although they haven't been bad, it's been hard to care. They're trading wins back and forth for the sake of doing so and neither of them are really benefiting. As I've said before, the Mysterios should be in SmackDown's tag team division, not floundering in the midcard. As for Corbin, the king crap wore out its welcome a year ago and is dragging him down at this point.
· Bayley vs. Ruby Riott: It had been a few years since Bayley and Riott last squared off in singles competition before Friday, so this felt fresh. There wasn't anything technically wrong with the match, but Billie Kay was a distraction at ringside and her interference was the focal point when it shouldn't have been. It's nice that SmackDown has yet another storyline for the women outside of the title picture, but Kay getting involved in The Riott Squad's matches doesn't do a ton for me.
· Dolph Ziggler and Robert Roode vs. Otis and Chad Gable: All four of these guys are great athletes and could have had a well-wrestled match, but similar to Bayley vs. Riott, the focus wasn't on the action but rather on The Street Profits' commentary. Their over-the-top antics tend to be very hit or miss and I didn't find them funny here. The only upside to this was that Ziggler and Roode got new entrance music. It isn't a smash hit, but it's an improvement over Ziggler's other theme.
