Week of February 9, 2019
Match of the Week: Velveteen Dream, Aleister Black and Ricochet vs. Tommaso Ciampa, Johnny Gargano and Adam Cole - Halftime Heat, February 3
Halftime Heat was such a cool concept when WWE first did it 20 years ago and I was surprised it wasn't brought back until just last Sunday. However, it was better late than never. All six of these Superstars from NXT have been at odds for months now, so not only was their multi-man tag team match the perfect way to further the feuds involved, it was smart of them to work as frantic of a pace as they did. In the process, they showed the world why NXT is the best brand in wrestling today. The crowd was electric, the action was exhilarating, and it was far better than the Super Bowl halftime show.
Superstar of the Week: Becky Lynch
It's rare that I go with someone as the "Superstar of the Week" for back-to-back weeks, but I almost had no choice with Becky Lynch considering how hot she's been lately on WWE TV. She was once again the talk of the town when she confronted Stephanie McMahon on Monday's Raw, refused to back on, and proceeded to attack her. Sure, it led to her getting "suspended," but that didn't stop her from showing up on SmackDown Live and slapping the taste out of Triple H's mouth. No matter what obstacles stand in her way, she is determined to main event WrestleMania 35.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, February 6
Wednesday's edition of NXT wasn't the most-see show in recent memory, but it was significantly better on the whole than what Raw, SmackDown Live and 205 Live delivered this week (at least in my opinion). We saw Eric Bugenhagen make his highly anticipated debut, Velveteen Dream challenge Johnny Gargano to an NXT North American Championship match, Drew Gulak face off with Matt Riddle in an absolute clinic, and Io Shirai score a big victory over Shayna Baszler in six-woman in tag team action. The road to TakeOver: New York is already off to a strong start.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Kurt Angle and Braun Strowman vs. Baron Corbin and Drew McIntyre: As I noted last week, I haven't been a fan of Angle losing so decisively in meaningless matches on Raw lately, but at least WWE appears to be going somewhere with it. Strowman came to his aid on Monday night, and although their tag team match in the main event against Corbin and McIntyre wasn't anything too spectacular, it successfully furthered the feud between the two tandems. However, I must mention how dumb the disqualification finish was. We have seen countless people do the same thing over the years and nothing has happened.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Jeff Hardy: I liked that this was a fresh match and not something we've seen several times before. Additionally, they work well together, so I wouldn't be opposed to Bryan and Hardy engaging in a full-fledged feud together down the road. Granted, I never once expected Hardy to go over clean, but the non-finish was a decent way of protecting both guys. The chaotic brawl that ensued afterward also helped hype the WWE Championship Elimination Chamber for next Sunday, which I predict Bryan will win as of now.
· Randy Orton vs. Mustafa Ali: Similar to Bryan vs. Hardy, this was another entertaining, well-wrestled outing that did its job in building toward the men's Chamber match. There should be no complaints from fans about Ali losing, because the guy made a name for himself on 205 Live by losing more than he won yet always looking credible in defeat. That has been the case with his run on SmackDown Live so far as well. He's a tremendous talent, and although he couldn't beat Orton on Tuesday night, he came close. Plus, Orton's latest RKO "out of nowhere" was pretty damn cool.
· Akira Tozawa vs. Cedric Alexander vs. Humberto Carrillo vs. Lio Rush: I assumed Tozawa was winning based off comments he made before the bout in a backstage segment, but the predictability surrounding the outcome didn't take away from my enjoyment of it whatsoever. All four guys had solid showings and I'm happy Tozawa is finally picking up steam again. I'm looking forward to his match against Buddy Murphy.
· Matt Riddle vs. Drew Gulak: Gulak resurfacing on NXT for the first time in years this week was a pleasant surprise, and I thought we were only getting a quick squash versus Eric Bugenhagen (who will be one to watch out for by the way, mark my words). Instead, he then issued an immediate open challenge, which was accepted by Riddle. Riddle's rivalry with Kassius Ohno led to some good matches between them, but honestly, this was better than all of them. They beat the holy hell out of each other and their in-ring styles meshed perfectly. Riddle really needed a performance like this to stand out, while Gulak once again reminded fans why he's a one-of-a-kind competitor. The show of respect from Gulak to Riddle post-match was a nice touch.
This Week's Low Points
· Elias vs. Jeff Jarrett: I enjoyed the interaction between Elias and Jarrett at the beginning of the men's Royal Rumble. I even liked Elias how attacked both him and Road Dogg on the next night's Raw. Having Elias and Jarrett go one-on-one this past week was a bridge too far. To his credit, Jarrett didn't look terrible despite being in the twilight of his career, and I was glad Elias won in decisive fashion, but there was no reason for it to happen in the first place. Worse yet, the feud apparently isn't over yet based off Jarrett and Road Dogg's post-match attack on Elias. I fail to see what Elias is getting out of this. Rather, he feels wasted.
· EC3 vs. Dean Ambrose: The news of Ambrose leaving WWE when his contract expires in April leaking online was probably the best thing that could have happened to him, because now he feels more motivated than he has in months. He had some funny material during Moment of Bliss, but the issue was that he outshined EC3. That would have been fine if EC3 bounced back with a strong performance in their subsequent match, but it was hardly above average. They didn't have much time to do anything and EC3's victory felt like a fluke.
· Raw's tag team division: I'm all for The Revival receiving another shot at the Raw Tag Team Championship, but Raw's depleted tag team division remains one giant "Low Point." The Fatal 4-Way match to crown new contenders was fun while it lasted, but we essentially saw the same thing on SmackDown Live less than one week earlier. Furthermore, aside from maybe Heavy Machinery, it was fairly obvious The Revival were winning. The Lucha House Party and The B-Team are jokes, The Ascension are glorified enhancement talent, and the champions are rarely ever on television.
· Mandy Rose and Sonya Deville vs. Naomi and Carmella vs. The IIconics: From an in-ring standpoint, this Triple Threat match was perfectly fine. I appreciated how Rose and Naomi were able to further their feud with Rose pinning Naomi for the win, but I hate how the ladies of SmackDown were just able to declare themselves for the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship Elimination Chamber without having to qualify.
· Jaxson Ryker vs. Mansoor: I've given The Forgotten Sons enough time to grow on me, and they just haven't. Frankly, Ryker might be the most interesting member of the group, but even he needs some more polishing before he can be pushed (which is weird considering he's been wrestling for close to a decade now between IMPACT and NXT). This was your standard squash match with Ryker dominating Mansoor for a few minutes before securing the victory. It was an improvement over his last singles outing back in December, but not by much. If Dominik Dijakovic was getting as much television time as The Forgotten Sons have so far, he would have been a way bigger star by now. Sadly, they will likely be a priority for the foreseeable future.
