Week of January 10, 2015
Match of the Week: Roman Reigns and Dean Ambrose vs. Seth Rollins and Big Show - SmackDown, January 9
This might be considered a formulaic tag team match any other week, but during a week where there were literally zero matches that blew me away or even impressed me, so I had to settle on this match. Some may argue that Dean Ambrose vs. Bray Wyatt or Dolph Ziggler vs. Bad News Barrett deserved this award, but I had issues with both bouts that I'll get to in the Low Points column. Roman Reigns and Dean Ambrose vs. Seth Rollins and Big Show was better than it had any right to be. With Dolph Ziggler, Ryback and Erick Rowan "fired," Reigns wasn't left with many options to choose from for his tag team partner. In a shocking turn of events, Reigns chose the man who knows both him and Rollins better than anyone: Dean Ambrose. This marked the first time all three former Shield members had been in the same ring since their split in June and the live crowd knew it was a major moment. The action was entertaining and everyone in attendance was on their feet to witness Reigns nail Rollins with the spear for the clean victory. 

Superstar of the Week: The Ascension
A lot of people aren't going to like this pick, but was there really anyone else that had anything close to a good week? One can argue Roman Reigns, but I felt the need to switch it up a bit after giving Reigns the award only three weeks ago. The reaction to The Ascension's main roster debut has been interesting to say the least. It was high time they left NXT, but they've left something to be desired so far since being called up. The new face paint and shoulder pads don't help, I'm sure, but they're surely making waves with the fans by proclaiming themselves to be better than The Road Warriors and other legendary tag teams. They had two impressive outings that earned them victories on both Raw and SmackDown this week, but how long before they start chasing The Usos and their WWE Tag Team Championship? 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, January 8
I'd say this was the worst week of the year, and technically it was, but it's been the only full week of 2015 so far, so obviously that isn't saying much. Seriously, though, The Authority returning to power has already made most of the programming unbearable to watch going into the new year. It was a tired gimmick for as long as it lasted and it was time for it to go when it did in November, but to bring it back (and especially so soon) was a real momentum killer for any good WWE had built up since Survivor Series. Look no further than Monday's episode of Raw. It was an atrocious show from start to finish and one of the worst shows in recent memory. There was hardly anything redeemable about it and there wasn't anything that gave me hope that things will take a turn for the better any time soon. Thankfully, NXT was rather enjoyable this week. It wasn't the strongest edition, but it was very well-rounded and made for a quick hour of TV. Better yet, next week's move to Wednesdays is shaping up to be an excellent episode and I couldn't be more excited for it. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Dean Ambrose vs. Bray Wyatt: I wasn't a fan of the match, but I have to give credit where credit is due. These guys put forth one hell of an effort in this match and deserve a ton of respect for putting their bodies on the line. However, I still maintain that this was the weakest match in their series. I was bored for most it and the Ambulance stipulation wasn't exciting at all, especially since you knew Ambrose wasn't going to follow up on his promise to... you know, kill Wyatt. Ambrose's elbow dive was cool, but why have Wyatt win again? Unless he's being built up for something at WrestleMania, it damages Ambrose's credibility considerably.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Bad News Barrett: Again, I wasn't a fan of the result, but the in-ring action itself was strong. These two had a fantastic match last June, but there was no reason to rush back into it only one week removed from Barrett's return. If they wanted to take the title off Ziggler before getting "fired," why not just vacate it and have Barrett win a tournament? The belt continues to mean nothing because it changes hands so often.
· The Usos vs. Gold and Stardust vs. The Miz and Damien Mizdow: These three teams have faced off more times than I could count in recent months, but there's no doubting they have great matches every time. The multi-team format definitely kept things interesting at all times and everyone had their moment to shine at one point or another. There was a lot of teasing for a split between Miz and Mizdow, so I continue to believe that we'll finally get some sort of dissension between them in the Royal Rumble match later this month.
· The Lucha Dragons vs. The Vaudevillians: Much like their first encounter at R Evolution last month, this match didn't exactly blow me away, but it was a good matchup. I also really liked how the tag division was showcased in the main event, something you'd never be seen done on the main roster. The two teams work well together, but I hope this is the end of the line for their feud and two fresh faces step up to challenge for the twin titles.
· Chad Gable: I've heard a lot of rumblings about this young up-and-comer as of late and I was thoroughly impressed with his debut match against Tyler Breeze on NXT. He scored enough offense to be established as more than just an enhancement talent. He has a good look and some tremendous talent, so I'm excited for what the future holds for him.
This Week's Low Points
· Dolph Ziggler, Ryback and Erick Rowan get "fired": The ending to Monday's Raw couldn't have gone any worse. As if The Authority coming back wasn't bad enough (more on that later), we're now expected to believe that Ziggler, Ryback and Rowan are going to stay fired after The Authority was fired and were brought back within six weeks. It diminishes any good that was done with the Survivor Series main event and Cena didn't do anything to protest his friends being fired. The roster depth is already weak as it is, so keeping these guys off TV even for a few weeks makes for a lose-lose situation.
· The Authority: I groaned when The Authority were brought back at the end of last week's Raw because I knew were we in for another period of shows bogged down by their presence. Unfortunately, my suspicions were accurate. The entire show on Monday show was about The Authority, interference and terrible finishes to matches. It was also the wrong message to send going into the first show of the new year.
· Luke Harper vs. Erick Rowan: It continues to bother me to no end that they keep on giving these matches away with no prior build. Harper and Rowan were stablemates for well over a year! Their first matches against each other should have meant something, but they've instead been positioned as throwaway matches on Raw. This match was complete garbage with all the interference from J&J Security. The Wyatt Family split was poorly handled, but the least they could have done was have the members of the group engage in a proper feud.
· Big E vs. Adam Rose: There were so many things wrong with this match, where do I even begin? No one could less about either of these guys at the moment, so what purpose did this match serve aside from setting up the six-man tag on SmackDown? Plus, it happened so late in the show that no one was going to care anyway. Cesaro and Tyson Kidd causing the disqualification was the saving grace of this.
· Bad News Barrett vs. Sin Cara: Of all the trash we saw on Raw this week, nothing came close to being as bad and as asinine as this. A week removed from returning and days removed from winning the Intercontinental Championship, why would Barrett lose to a nobody in Sin Cara? Even when he has momentum, WWE always finds a way to screw over Barrett.
