Week of January 14, 2017
Match of the Week: #DIY vs. The Revival: NXT Tag Team Championship Match - NXT, January 11
Their first two matches were among the best bouts of WWE/NXT in 2016, so was it really any surprise that #DIY and The Revival once again contested a classic on NXT this week? All right, so it wasn't quite on the level as their previous encounters, but it didn't need to be. It was a television main event after all, and after incorporating some stellar psychology into the first half of the bout, the two teams delivered a fantastic final stretch with plenty of nearfalls, close calls and awesome excitement. Now, #DIY will have their sights set on facing Authors of Pain at TakeOver: San Antonio. 

Superstar of the Week: Chris Jericho
It really is incredible to think that not only had he not held gold in over seven years prior to this past Monday night, but Chris Jericho had also never been United States Champion at any other point in his illustrious career. Granted, that feat should have happened significantly sooner than this week's Raw because Roman Reigns being in possession of the star-spangled prize was a waste of time, but better late than never. Jericho has been on an absolute roll over the last year in reinventing himself as a heel and in this awesome alliance with Kevin Owens that him becoming champion was only academic. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, January 10
Another week, another excellent edition of SmackDown Live. What else is new? Some might not be as harsh on Monday's episode of Raw, but personally, I couldn't have cared less about most of what happened other than Chris Jericho winning the United States Championship and The Undertaker returning. Everything else was mediocre at best. With SmackDown, however, several storylines were furthered in effective fashion and we were treated to a few fun matchups as well. From a fresh main event of John Cena vs. Baron Corbin and a terrific tag title match, it was a great show from start to finish. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Undertaker returns: Yes, Undertaker basically saying he was a SmackDown guy two months ago only to resurface on Raw was weird, but at least he acknowledged in his latest promo that "no one can control The Undertaker." Anyway, he did exactly what I thought he would do in announcing his involvement in the 2017 Royal Rumble match, which will mark his premiere appearance in a Rumble in eight years. It's great WWE is stacking the Rumble match this year with a ton of star power, and better yet, there are a handful of wrestlers who could conceivably win it, including Undertaker. I hope that isn't the case, but he's a definite possibility.
· Seth Rollins vs. Braun Strowman: From Sami Zayn to Rollins, Strowman certainly benefits from working with excellent wrestlers. He isn't all that great in the ring himself yet, but as a monster heel, he has been built up beautifully. Rollins sold really well for his offense here, and if nothing else, it was a relatively fresh match that hasn't been done to death yet. I didn't mind the non-finish because it protected both guys, but whatever the hell happened afterward was just awkward with Rollins fending off Strowman with a chair.
· John Cena vs. Baron Corbin: I was hoping for more of a blockbuster bout between these two, but for what it was, I thoroughly enjoyed it. Cena hasn't competed on SmackDown in over three months and Corbin is new to the main event scene. He didn't have too strong of a showing here, and I wish his defeat wasn't as decisive as it was, but I can't complain with him going up against a top-tier talent such as Cena. This will be a future feud and I look forward to that day. Corbin is a work in progress still, but matches such as this one will help him get adjusted to the main event scene.
· American Alpha vs. The Wyatt Family: This was the Match of the Night on SmackDown Live on Tuesday night and unsurprisingly so. They have produced really good matches every time they have faced each other and this was no exception. American Alpha have looked like equals to Randy Orton and Bray Wyatt throughout their many matches, though the main story here was that tension was teased among members of The Wyatt Family.
· Andrade "Cien" Almas vs. Oney Lorcan: I don't know about anyone else, but I have been really digging Almas' new heel persona. He is much more comfortable in the role and seemingly has a new lease on life. Meanwhile, Lorcan can be a breakout babyface for NXT in the same way Tye Dillinger has been if this match was any indication. His offense was exciting and there were a few points during the match where I thought he had it won. I liked how Almas wanted to avenge his loss to Lorcan from Japan and now he has his sights set on taking out Roderick Strong, who eliminated him from that Fatal 4-Way match late last month. Those two could contest an exceptional bout at TakeOver.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns vs. Kevin Owens and Chris Jericho: Although I appreciated the outcome, I was not at all a fan of the match itself. Of everything WWE could have advertised in advance for this show, I was stunned they promoted a Handicap match involving three wrestlers who have had a million matches against each other over the past several months. WWE went above and beyond in protecting Reigns by having the heels hit multiple finishers on him. I'm not even sure why Reigns was the U.S. Champion in the first place and for as long as he was if wasn't ever going to do anything of note with it. This didn't not need to drag on as long as it did.
· Shawn Michaels returns: I'm all for Michaels popping up every once in a while and giving a rub to a younger star, but his involvement in the angle with Enzo Amore, Big Cass, Rusev and Lana was completely unnecessary. That storyline has been total trash over the past month and Michaels should have been utilized for something else. Why wouldn't Seth Rollins have confronted him since he is Triple H's best friend and he would know where he's been? The subsequent match between Cass and Jinder Mahal was also a waste of time.
· Kofi Kingston vs. Titus O'Neil: It does look like O'Neil's segment with The New Day last week on Raw wasn't actually a one-off and this will a recurring story on TV in the weeks ahead. It's just a shame that none of the segments or matches have been remotely entertaining. It's pretty apparent that O'Neil is a genuinely nice guy and does a ton for charity, so why he's been miscast as a heel is beyond me. While we're at it, that footage from NXT Season 2 should erased from the archives forever. If you think Raw nowadays is atrocious, you don't even want to watch NXT from back then.
· Caremlla vs. CJ Lunde: Although I don't care too much for Ellsworth, I am perfectly content with him in this storyline with Carmella. I have no idea where it's headed other than Carmella turning on him, but it keeps Carmella busy in the meantime coming off her better-than-expected feud with Nikki Bella. However, this match was beyond terrible. I don't know what it was, but Carmella and the local athlete didn't click whatsoever and there were a handful of blown spots that made this a bad bout overall.
· Elias Sampson vs. Jonathon Cruz: It has been over a year since Sampson re-debuted in NXT as The Drifter and I am not any more optimistic about the gimmick now than I was then. Simply put, it isn't going to go anywhere, nor is there anything all that special about him in the ring. He elicits heat from the crowd, sure, but I highly doubt it's the right type of heat. I really don't know where NXT goes with him, and even putting him in any sort of feud would bring down whomever he's working with. Although this match was mere minutes long, it felt like it lasted forever. His matches are worthless and don't add anything to the program, so the sooner they rid the television show of him, the better.
