Week of January 16, 2021

Match of the Week:
Daniel Bryan vs. Cesaro (SmackDown, January 15)
When you put Daniel Bryan and Cesaro in the ring together, you're guaranteed to get greatness almost every single time. That was certainly the case when they went one-on-one on Friday's SmackDown and had the best bout all week. The action was exciting, though I assumed that it would be a rebound win for Bryan following his loss in last week's Gauntlet. However, Cesaro shocked the world when he hit the Neutralizer and pinned Bryan for the three count. It marked what was undoubtedly his biggest singles victory in several years and gave many fans hope that WWE has plans for him going forward. Was this supposed to be a sign of what's to come for Cesaro?
Superstar of the Week:
MSK
It was rumored for weeks, and in December, The Rascalz officially signed with WWE. They made a name for themselves in IMPACT and were always one of my favorite teams to watch there. After much anticipation, they debuted on Wednesday's NXT as MSK, or Nash Carter and Wes Lee, respectively. Okay, so the names aren't the greatest, but they're still the same thrilling tandem in the ring. They entered the men's Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic and had a super fun bout with Isiah "Swerve" Scott and Jake Atlas. Their decisive victory tells me they'll be going far in the tourney, potentially to the finals.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT, January 13
It was no New Year's Evil, but this week's NXT was a super solid show on the whole. Most notably, it featured the kickoff to the men's Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic, and all three matches delivered. Adding to that excitement was the progression of the NXT Championship picture with Pete Dunne interrupting Finn Balor and demanding the next title shot. We also got a fun opening match between Candice LeRae and Shotzi Blackheart, another dominant showing from Xia Li, and a great sit-down with Tommaso Ciampa and Timothy Thatcher. Here's hoping the black-and-gold brand can keep the momentum rolling into the next TakeOver special in February.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Keith Lee vs. Sheamus: I realize these two just got done beating The Miz and John Morrison before they went one-on-one, but maybe it's because they were bickering in the back and wanted to take out Miz and Morrison first? I have no idea. I probably put more thought into it than WWE did. Either way, this was the quality, hard-hitting affair that I expected from these two. Lee was able to rebound from last week's loss to WWE Champion Drew McIntyre with a win here.
· AJ Styles vs. Drew Gulak: Gulak is great, so you had to know this was going to be a well-wrestled match. It wasn't quite on the level of their encounters on SmackDown in 2020, but it was one of the better parts of Monday's Raw, so I won't complain. However, Gulak having to earn his way into the men's Royal Rumble when everyone else could just declare themselves made absolutely no sense. Whatever happened to having qualifying matches to determine who would get in?
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Jey Uso: Babyface Nakamura is back, baby. You love to see it. The seeds were planted last week and it seemed to become official on Friday's SmackDown when he came out to his old entrance music, which helped him get over huge when he initially arrived in WWE. This was a fun outing with Uso that got him one step closer to Roman Reigns. It's possible that match happens between Royal Rumble and WrestleMania 37.
· Universal Championship contract signing: I know there were those who were actually looking forward to Reigns vs. Adam Pearce at Royal Rumble because of Pearce's background as a wrestler, but I never expected WWE to acknowledge that. Thus, I'm happy we're getting Reigns vs. Kevin Owens again instead, this time in a Last Man Standing match. The execution of this segment was exactly what it needed to be with Pearce revealing Owens as his replacement against Reigns.
· Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic kicks off: We got the first three matches of the men's Dusty Classic this week and they were all enjoyable. MSK debuted with a bang by beating Jake Atlas and Isiah "Swerve" Scott, Grizzled Young Veterans knocked off Ever-Rise, and Undisputed Era bested Breezango in the main event. My current prediction is that Grizzled Young Veterans will go all the way and defeat MSK in the finals to take home the trophy.
· Shotzi Blackheart vs. Candice LeRae: These two have been feuding for months, so it was about time they collided in singles competition. Unsurprisingly, it was a damn good match from two of the brightest stars in NXT's loaded women's division. I appreciated how Blackheart was protected in defeat via Indi Hartwell's interference. It was a nice win for LeRae and I could definitely see Blackheart avenging the defeat with Ember Moon in the later rounds of the women's Dusty Classic.
· Tommaso Ciampa and Timothy Thatcher: This wasn't your ordinary contract signing. In fact, it wasn't a contract signing at all. Rather, it was a sit-down interview mediated by Wade Barrett and both guys took turns talking about why they believe they'll win their Fight Pit match coming up on NXT next week. Thatcher was right when he said that TakeOver is Ciampa's stage yet the Fight Pit is where he thrives. Now let's hope he can stay true to that by winning on Wednesday.
This Week's Low Points
· Randy Orton and Triple H: You can always count on an appearance from a member of the McMahon family on Raw whenever ratings start to decline. In this case, it was Triple H coming back to rekindle his rivalry with Orton for one night. It did make for a solid story throughout the night, but the execution of the final brawl was ridiculous and felt like a waste of a HHH return. That said, I honestly didn't mind the fireball spot with Orton and Alexa Bliss.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Lacey Evans: It's only been two weeks, but this story with Charlotte and Lacey already sucks. Charlotte went off on her father Ric for inadvertently costing her the victory last week, so he purposefully caused her to lose this week. Then you have Lacey flirting with Ric, which is wildly uncomfortable. I could have sworn Charlotte was a babyface when she returned, but now I have no clue. Truth be told, there really isn't anyone worth cheering for in this angle.
· Riddle vs. Bobby Lashley and MVP: The amount of impromptu matches we got on Raw this week was almost unbearable. A simple fix would have been to give some matches more time, such as Riddle vs. Bobby Lashley for the United States Championship. That could have been a lot of fun, but instead, it was booked as a complete squash in favor of Lashley. Riddle going on to beat MVP in a matter of minutes wasn't enough to make up for it, either.
· Jeff Hardy vs. Jaxson Ryker and Elias: I thought we were done with the Hardy and Elias feud over a month ago when Hardy decisively defeated Elias in that Symphony of Destruction match? Why is this still a thing? Ryker vs. Hardy didn't last more than a few minutes and Hardy losing to Ryker was shameful. That tells me WWE has zero clue what to do with the guy. Similar to Riddle and MVP, Hardy then beating Elias was pointless and was solely designed to kill time.
· Shayna Baszler and Nia Jax vs. Mandy Rose and Dana Brooke: These teams have been feuding since before the TLC pay-per-view and I don't understand what all the matches are supposed to be for. Baszler and Jax are clearly being groomed for another shot at the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship, that much is for certain. If so, Baszler and Jax should be targeting the current champions and not Rose and Brooke.
· T-Bar vs. Xavier Woods: Kofi Kingston is out injured for the time being, so it looks like Woods will be stuck feuding with RETRIBUTION until then. Ugh. In an alternate universe, this would have been a hell of a match between two excellent athletes. Unfortunately, the RETRIBUITON gimmick makes me not want to care about any of T-Bar's matches. By the way, I have no idea where Ricochet was during this. That storyline never seemed to have a proper payoff.
· King Corbin vs. Rey Mysterio: I still believe that these two could have strong chemistry together due to the size difference and how Corbin tends to work better with smaller wrestlers. This was an improvement over their original outing two months ago, but not by much. This felt like filler ahead of the men's Royal Rumble match because WWE has no idea what else to do with them at the moment. That End of Days for the finish was easily the best part about this thing.
