Week of January 18, 2020
Match of the Week: The BroserWeights vs. Mark Andrews and Flash Morgan Webster: Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic Quarterfinal Match - NXT, January 15
Why couldn't Matt Riddle and Pete Dunne have joined forces sooner? Their chemistry together is off the charts and they're already off to a strong start in the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic. Their opponents in the first round, Mark Andrews and Flash Morgan Webster, were no slouches, either. They pushed The BroserWeights to their limit and put in an unbelievable performance. This was a hell of a way to kick off the show and was tag team wrestling at its finest. Riddle and Dunne moving on to the next round was a no-brainer, but Andrews and Webster lost nothing in defeat.
Superstar of the Week: Isiah "Swerve" Scott
Isiah "Swerve" Scott was catching fire for a while there in NXT and 205 Live around October and November, but a loss to Angel Garza on the TakeOver: WarGames III pre-show seemed to hinder his momentum. Well, he's officially back on track after this week. He first competed in a terrific Triple Threat against Lio Rush and Tyler Breeze on NXT and emerged victorious to become the new number one contender to the NXT Cruiserweight Championship. He rode that wave of momentum into 205 Live two nights later where he beat Raul Mendoza.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, January 15
NXT is officially back to being the best show on WWE TV all week. To their credit, Raw and SmackDown have been better lately, but the black-and-gold brand is simply too hard to top. This week's episode was especially excellent as everything ranged from good to great. The Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic matches were fantastic, matches were set for TakeOver: Portland and Worlds Collide, and the Cruiserweight Triple Threat was terrific. Everything served a purpose and the two hours flew by. NXT continues to fire on all cylinders and there's a lot to look forward to right now.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Aleister Black vs. Buddy Murphy: Much like the other two matches these two had, this was terrific. Granted, there wasn't much of a point in them having another match considering Black won all of them, but I won't complain about above-average wrestling on Raw. While this was their weakest encounter to date, they still managed to get the crowd invested in the action down the stretch. I'm not at all worried where Murphy goes from here based off what happened afterward (more of that in a moment), but Black needs to maintain momentum coming out of this rivalry and not go back to facing jobbers every week.
· Kevin Owens, Samoa Joe and Big Show vs. Seth Rollins and AOP: For a "Fist Fight," this exceeded expectations. They didn't have much time to work with, but they maximized their minutes by going all out and delivering a jam-packed main event. The best part about it was Rollins convincing Murphy to help him and AOP out and aiding them to victory. Murphy was fresh off his loss to Black and looked down on himself. I love the idea of him joining Rollins' new stable as it puts him in a prominent position on the show.
· Randy Orton vs. AJ Styles vs. Drew McIntyre: I was looking forward to the rematch between Orton and Styles, but I was even happier once McIntyre got added. He's been spinning his wheels for a while, it was about time he started mixing it up with the main event players again. This was a well-worked Triple Threat, even if McIntyre swooping in to steal the victory at the end after Orton already laid out Styles with an RKO was somewhat predictable. Regardless, it was a huge win for McIntyre. I really hope he wins the Royal Rumble.
· Roman Reigns vs. Robert Roode: This whole rivalry with Reigns and King Corbin has been a dud since the start (no matter who WWE has tried to shoehorn in there), but to give credit where it's due, this was a super solid Tables match that the crowd was into. The stipulation that the winner got to choose the stipulation for Reigns vs. Corbin at the Royal Rumble was a nice touch as it raised the stakes and made the matchup mean more than it would have without it.
· Alex Shelley and Kushida vs. Grizzled Young Veterans: The Time Splitters have reunited and my heart couldn't be happier. It's been years since we last saw Shelley and Kushida team up, yet it felt like no time had passed with the performance they put in here. Shelley is legitimately one of the most underrated wrestlers in the world and I'm so stoked he finally got an opportunity to shine on the grand stage. Sure, the outcome was a bit heartbreaking, but I always assumed Grizzled Young Veterans were winning, so I can't say I'm surprised. Grizzled Young Veterans have always done an excellent job of eliciting heat and this win will only help with that as they advance in the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic. As for Shelley, here's hoping NXT signs him to a deal.
· NXT women's Battle Royal: Most Battle Royals tend to be hit or miss, but I enjoyed this one very much. Stories were told, several Superstars got to shine, and the final stretch with Bianca Belair and Io Shirai was fantastic. I wasn't a big fan of Belair winning, but I'm guessing Belair vs. Rhea Ripley is simply filler before Ripley faces Shirai for the title over WrestleMania weekend.
This Week's Low Points
· Rusev vs. Bobby Lashley: It was pretty apparent during their initial encounter at TLC that Rusev and Lashley have little in-ring chemistry together, but that didn't stop WWE from booking a rematch on Raw this week. It was a slight improvement yet still subpar. Everyone was waiting for Liv Morgan to run down to ringside to take out Lana, but even her involvement was underwhelming. Rusev lost again, but it doesn't feel like Lashley is benefiting from these victories whatsoever. As I've said before, I will continue to complain about this storyline and feature anything related to it in the "Low Points" column until it mercifully comes to an end.
· Ricochet vs. Mojo Rawley: As a match, this was perfectly fine, but I don't know how it could be classified as anything other than filler. Ricochet seems to win more often than he loses, which is good, but it doesn't mean much when you realize that most of his wins are against enhancement talent. In fact, he's been directionless since losing the United States Championship to AJ Styles over the summer. I know it's Royal Rumble season, but WWE should definitely be doing more with Ricochet at the moment given how talented he is.
· The Viking Raiders vs. The Singh Brothers: You know the Raw tag team division is depleted when Viking Raiders issue an open challenge and it's answered by The Singh Brothers. I get enough of those guys on 205 Live, I have zero desire to see more of them on my television screen. Viking Raiders beat Street Profits and The O.C. in a Triple Threat last week, but it looks like they've officially run out of credible challengers. I'm glad this was booked as a short and sweet squash for Viking Raiders, but they need new competition.
· Bayley vs. Lacey Evans: I actually thought this was a well-wrestled match and, as I've said before, it's cool to see Evans organically getting over as a babyface. I placed this in the "Low Points" column because I hate how Evans hate to pin Bayley in order to earn a title shot at the Royal Rumble. Whatever happened to number one contender's matches? SmackDown did something similar just last week when Braun Strowman beat Shinsuke Nakamura. It makes the champions look weak.
· Sheamus and Shorty G: This is merely nitpicking, as I like the idea of Shorty G being Sheamus' first opponent back following his long layoff, but the reasoning behind the rivalry is ridiculous. WWE is trying to push this "rise over size" narrative with Chad Gable and it isn't working. I'm not a fan of how that's the crux of this storyline. Sheamus is taller than Gable and that's why he's picking on him. Gable isn't even the shortest wrestler on the roster, so none of this makes sense. I'm also slightly surprised Shorty G vs. Sheamus got added to the Royal Rumble card over Strowman vs. Nakamura or The New Day vs. John Morrison and The Miz. Don't get me wrong, it should be a great match, but it feels like it belongs on the Kickoff show. The lineup is already stacked as it is.
· Lio Rush vs. Sunil Singh: Rush feuding with The Singh Brothers does absolutely nothing for me. 205 Live needs less of The Singh Brothers, not more, yet they're constantly on the show in matches no one cares about. Rush did his best to make this bearable, but it wasn't enough. It really should not have taken him as long as it did to put Sunil Singh away of all people.
