Week of January 19, 2019
Match of the Week: Rey Mysterio vs. Andrade - SmackDown Live, January 15
When Rey Mysterio returned to WWE last year, Andrade led the list of opponents I wanted to see him go up against. Their last encounter about a month or so ago was fun, yet it truly felt like they were allowed to go all out during their latest match on Tuesday's SmackDown Live. Andrade was able to pin Mysterio in tag team action last week, but beating him one-on-one was a totally different task. They produced an incredibly entertaining affair, filled with innovative maneuvers and moments where fans thought for sure it was over. In the end, Andrade scored the monumental victory.
Superstar of the Week: Finn Balor
For the first time in years, Finn Balor finally seems to be catching fire. He has always been a tremendous talent, but only now is WWE starting to realize his worth and potential. During Monday's Raw, he called out Mr. McMahon for not believing in him and wanted to prove to him that he deserved to vie for the Universal Championship at the Royal Rumble. After defeating Jinder Mahal earlier in the evening, Balor then toppled John Cena, Drew McIntyre and Baron Corbin in a thrilling Fatal 4-Way to punch his ticket to the Royal Rumble to face Brock Lesnar.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, January 16
As stacked as the Royal Rumble card is looking, I can't help but be more excited for NXT TakeOver: Phoenix the night before. The build in recent weeks has been well done and this week's edition of NXT did a nice job of hyping up the event. Although three of the featured matches were squashes, they were all effective in getting the talent involved over. Additionally, I enjoyed the Bianca Belair and Shayna Baszler verbal exchange as well as Keith Lee vs. Kassius Ohno in the main event. It wasn't a must-see show by any means, but it was better than Raw or SmackDown Live overall.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Finn Balor vs. John Cena vs. Drew McIntyre vs. Baron Corbin: If you didn't watch the segment with Mr. McMahon making this match, you probably would have thought Cena, Balor and McIntyre had an equal chance of winning. However, Balor's comments about McMahon not believing in him certainly gave fans the impression that he was winning. Predictable outcome aside, this was a very fun Fatal 4-Way with a great pace and everyone shining at one point or another. Cena putting over Balor clean was especially encouraging and sent the message that Balor is ready for Brock Lesnar come the Royal Rumble.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Seth Rollins vs. Bobby Lashley: To be honest, I didn't care about this contest at all going into it, if only because Rollins' recent rivalries with Ambrose and Lashley have been fairly underwhelming. That said, these guys killed it from an in-ring standpoint and every minute of the action was enjoyable. As I'm sure many others did as well, I assumed Ambrose would retain his title, so Lashley capturing the gold was a pleasant surprise. He was definitely the best option of the three and needed it the most.
· The Miz and Shane McMahon: I never thought I would warm up to the pairing of Miz and Shane, but here we are. Then again, I guess I shouldn't be surprised because Miz always works best when he has someone to play off of. So far, he and Shane are getting along swimmingly, but it remains to be seen how long that will last before one turns on the other. In the meantime, Miz throwing a "bestie birthday bash" for Shane on SmackDown Live was a blast. These two definitely have a shot at becoming SmackDown Tag Team Champions, assuming they can beat The Bar.
· Buddy Murphy vs. Humberto Carrillo: Fans were promised that a debuting Superstar would be answering Murphy's open challenge on 205 Live. Technically, Carrillo is a fresh face, but he wasn't exactly who fans had in mind. In fact, he felt like a bit of a letdown, but that doesn't change how good of a match this was and how Carrillo was made to look credible in defeat. He should be a strong addition to the Cruiserweight division.
· Keith Lee vs. Kassius Ohno: Matt Riddle has been feuding with Ohno pretty much since he arrived in NXT a few months ago, and after beating him on back-to-back occasions, it was only a matter of time before his close friend Keith Lee stepped up to face Ohno as well. It wasn't nearly as exciting as it could have been, mind you, but for what it was, this was a quality main event for Wednesday's NXT. It was very hard-hitting in nature and it seemed like neither guy was holding anything back. I'm not a fan of Lee losing to Ohno, but it made sense since Ohno needed a notable victory. Plus, Ohno had to lay him out with a low blow in order to pick up the win, so at least Lee was protected in defeat. Look for Riddle vs. Ohno III to be added to the TakeOver: Phoenix card soon.
This Week's Low Points
· Braun Strowman: Oh, how the mighty have fallen. Okay, so things could certainly be worse for Strowman, but him being pulled from the Universal Championship match at the Royal Rumble is not a positive sign. Granted, I'm happy we're getting a fresh match in Brock Lesnar vs. Finn Balor at the event, but I find it strange WWE would spend so much time building toward Strowman vs. Lesnar only to not deliver. Regardless of whether this was the plan the entire time or not, I have not been impressed with Strowman's mic skills lately, and for whatever reason, him destroying Mr. McMahon's limo on Raw didn't feel as big as it should have.
· Moment of Bliss with Paul Heyman: What the hell was this train wreck? The debut of Moment of Bliss with Ronda Rousey last week was fine, but this turned me off to the idea of Bliss doing this on a weekly basis. It was a total waste of an appearance from Heyman, and Heavy Machinery's Raw debut was less than stellar, to say the least. And don't even get me started on the stupid bit backstage where Bliss was caught getting changed. I'm still wondering what purpose that was supposed to serve. If nothing else, the women's tag titles look nice.
· Jimmy Uso, Mandy Rose and Naomi: First and foremost, WWE trying to "push the envelope" by having Rose wear lingerie didn't bother me as much as the Bliss stuff from Raw. WWE has done dumb angles like this before, so it's nothing new. Besides, what she was wearing was no different than her normal ring gear. Rather, this is in the "Low Points" column because it was obvious from the get-go where this was headed. Uso would have been a complete moron to cheat on his wife on live TV, and Rose was an idiot for revealing her plan while everyone was watching.
· Becky Lynch vs. Peyton Royce: As a match, this was perfectly serviceable, but it was poor followup to Lynch's great promo beforehand. It should not have taken Lynch several minutes to beat a member of The IIconics, especially considering Asuka proceeded to squash Billie Kay in the matter of a minute. That didn't make Lynch look like much of a threat to the SmackDown Women's Championship, so I don't know why WWE did that.
· NXT call-ups: Perhaps this is merely a case of me nitpicking, but I was not a fan of how the latest batch of NXT call-ups were handled their first week on WWE TV. Nikki Cross was the only one who arrived with some fanfare during the six-man woman tag team match, where she was properly spotlighted and was on the winning side. Sadly, the others weren't as fortunate. It was cool to see EC3 and Lacey Evans pop up backstage on Raw and SmackDown Live, but their appearances were so inconsequential that most people probably forgot they were even there. As for Heavy Machinery, they're already doomed to fail based off how they were treated like jokes during their interactions with Bliss and The New Day. By the way, what the hell happened to Lars Sullivan?
