WEEK OF JANUARY 26, 2013
MATCH OF THE WEEK: DOLPH ZIGGLER VS. THE MIZ - RAW, JANUARY 21
Although we've seen this match before on WWE Main Event and Friday Night SmackDown respectively, I still get excited for this match every time it's announced. This specific bout, however, was a Beat the Clock Challenge match, where the winner would be able to pick their number in the Royal Rumble match on Sunday. With nearly ten minutes on the clock, The Miz and Dolph Ziggler had an extremely entertaining exchange with both guys attempting to put away the other before time expired. Within the final minute of the match, Big E Langston distracted Miz at ringside while Ziggler capitalized with a Zig-Zag for the valiant victory. The chemistry between these two egomaniacs is simply awesome (no pun intended) and I surely hope we see them clash once again in the foreseeable future. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: ALBERTO DEL RIO
I'll admit, I was a bit skeptical of Alberto Del Rio's face turn last month, but it's since turned out for the better. He's gone from a stale, boring heel to a charismatic babyface that's slowly getting the crowd behind him. Sure, his World Heavyweight Championship victory  a few weeks back was a bit random, but it's really helped him get over with the fans. On this week's Raw, Del Rio scored an impressive victory over Tensai in singles action. Then, on SmackDown, Del Rio led his team to victory in a six-man elimination tag team match by lastly eliminating Cody Rhodes. Del Rio has made for a great World Champion thus far, so I hope to see him maintain possession of the prestigious just a little while longer. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: MONDAY NIGHT RAW - JANUARY 21, 2013
The main objective of all three of WWE's televised shows this week was to build towards the Royal Rumble pay-per-view on Sunday, and I believe each of them were successful in doing so. Although WWE Main Event featured some fine action, it felt mostly like a subpar show overall and we've definitely seen better from the Wednesday night program. Friday Night SmackDown was pretty good, but most of the matches were either meaningless, too brief or disappointing, with the promo between The Rock and CM Punk stealing the show. Although Monday Night Raw this week wasn't much better, it still featured a night of solid action apart of the Beat the Clock Challenge. Not only that, but the individual promos from Rock and Punk were undoubtably strong and got this viewer extremely excited for Sunday. All of the scheduled matches on the Rumble card were furthered over the course of the week, leaving me highly anticipating the upcoming event. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
Beat the Clock Challenge: Usually, I'm not a fan of these sort of matches because they're normally brief and uneventful, but the matches on Raw this week were well wrestled and received a substantial amount of time. Above all that, it helped give meaningful hype for the Royal Rumble match, which was desperately needed.
· The Rock and CM Punk promos: The Rock and CM Punk cut strong promos on both Raw and SmackDown this week. I was already psyched for this match before, but these segments got me even more excited for their upcoming match at the Rumble, which I thought was impossible.
· Team Hell No graduation: Sure, this did absolutely nothing to hype Sunday's WWE Tag Team Championship match, but it was still hilarious regardless. After all these months, Team Hell No continues to be one of the most entertaining acts in WWE today.
· The Shield attacks The Rock: This was certainly a pleasant surprise. It gave Shield some great rub from attacking an icon and made Rock look vulnerable going into Royal Rumble. Brilliant booking all around here.
· Wade Barrett vs. Sheamus: Both of their matches on Raw and SmackDown this week were excellent. These two always work well together and never seem to disappoint in the ring. I wasn't high on Sheamus winning during their bout on SmackDown, but Barrett looked strong in defeat.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
John Cena promo: What in the blazing blue hell was that? I understand Cena has a tendency to cut silly promos at times, but why do so six days before one of the biggest events of the year? Vastly disappointing.
· The Rock banned from the Raw arena: I didn't mind the backstage segments with Rock and the police officers, but the fact he bought a ticket in order to enter the arena felt like something straight out of a video game. Does this mean I can walk down the ramp the next time I buy tickets to a WWE event, too?
· Six-man elimination tag team match: This match didn't live up to my high expectations at all. The action could've been more than what it was and the three count-out victories were very much unnecessary. At least the post-match attack on Alberto Del Rio from Big Show was well done.
· Randy Orton vs. Drew McIntyre: I understand this was used to hype the Royal Rumble match, but this bout didn't even last a mere minute. Orton practically buried 3MB (again), so this was nothing out of the ordinary.
· Natalya vs. Rosa Mendes: While I had no issue with the match itself, I just don't see what point it served. None of the Superstars involved will at the Royal Rumble (presumingly), so why even bother having this match at all?
