Week of January 26, 2019
Match of the Week: Rey Mysterio vs. Andrade: 2-out-of-3 Falls Match - SmackDown Live, January 22
In what should come as no surprise, Rey Mysterio and Andrade are running away with this award for the second straight week. Their tremendous chemistry together led to them having yet another barn-burner of a bout on Tuesday's SmackDown Live, this time with it being a 2-out-of-3 Falls match. The first two falls were excellent as expected, and the pace quickened going into the third fall. It was a hell of an exhibition from Almas and Mysterio, but before either of them could score the victory, Samoa Joe emerged to crash the festivities, thus leaving the door open for a rematch.
Superstar of the Week: Samoa Joe
I know most people are counting on either Seth Rollins or Drew McIntyre to win this year's Royal Rumble match for the men, but I wouldn't advise fans to sleep Samoa Joe just yet. He has been on quite the tear lately on SmackDown Live, with the intent to send the message to everyone else in the Rumble that he is willing to do whatever is necessary to punch his ticket to the main event of WrestleMania 35. He'll be riding a wave of momentum heading into the Rumble coming off his clean win over Mustafa Ali as well as his attacks on Andrade and Rey Mysterio.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, January 23
The Royal Rumble is always an exciting event, but the build for this year's installment has left a lot to be desired, to say the least. On the bright side, NXT has been must-see TV in recent weeks and the brand has put together an incredible card for TakeOver: Phoenix this Saturday. This week's episode effectively hyped up the event and featured a few feuds being furthered, several stars getting showcased, and a handful of enjoyable matches. The closing segment with Ricochet, Johnny Gargano, Tommaso Ciampa and Aleister Black is especially worth going out of your way to see.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Ronda Rousey and Natalya vs. Sasha Banks and Bayley: It's a shame Rousey and Banks weren't given more time to build their bout ahead of the Royal Rumble, but they've done a great job of getting fans excited for their encounter, nonetheless. This was a very entertaining main event for Monday's Raw with strong showings from all involved, and I especially enjoyed any interaction between Rousey and Banks. Yes, Rousey technically lost her first WWE match, but Natalya was the person pinned, so Rousey remains unbeaten in singles action. Plus, Banks needed the victory more than Rousey so she could maintain momentum.
· Finn Balor vs. Braun Strowman: This was a logical match to do coming off Balor's big win last week that saw him become the new number one contender to the Universal Championship. Not only did I enjoy this as a match, it successfully made Balor look like more of a threat to the title than he did before. I still believe Lesnar will retain at the Rumble, but Balor is killing it at the moment. Thus, it'd be a mistake to have Lesnar squash him on Sunday. He didn't beat Braun here, but he came close and the crowd was behind him.
· Seth Rollins vs. Drew McIntyre: This was yet another match from Monday's Raw that I liked a lot. Rollins and McIntyre have worked well together in the past, so I can't say I was surprised their latest encounter was as excellent as the last few. Rollins winning with a roll-up was smart because it gave him a bit of a boost and also protected McIntyre in defeat. Additionally, I was a fan of the promos they cut beforehand. Both guys appear to be prime contenders to come out on top in the men's Rumble, and I can certainly see this rivalry being revisited down the road.
· Becky Lynch, Asuka and Charlotte Flair: It's amazing how quickly Lynch has become one of the best talkers in WWE. Her Twitter game is always on point, but it can be difficult to captivate an audience on the mic. Despite that, Lynch continues to do that week after week. Meanwhile, I was happy Asuka didn't say anything at all and instead stayed silent when she confronted Lynch. Finally, Flair also played her role well in this segment.
· Humberto Carrillo vs. Gran Metalik: Carrillo impressed me in his 205 Live debut against Buddy Murphy last week, but it wasn't as hot of a match as I felt it could have been. Thankfully, he rebounded nicely this past week when he took on Metalik in his first official matchup as a member of the 205 Live roster. Metalik has always been an extremely talented competitor and it was a treat to see him showcase his skills for a change. He was the perfect opponent for Carrillo because both guys were able to get their stuff in and win over the crowd with their aerial abilities. Carrillo is off to a solid start on 205 Live, but hopefully he'll receive some promo time soon so he can establish his motivations and reason for wanting to join the Cruiserweight division.
This Week's Low Points
· Elias vs. Baron Corbin: From an in-ring standpoint, this was a perfectly solid match, but I'm not sure this was a rematch many people were dying to see in the first place. Corbin has had go-away heat with me for a while, so I don't understand WWE's obsession with wanting to make him a credible heel. I questioned the decision to have him beat Elias clean the first time, and then he did it again on Monday's Raw. His victory didn't do anything to give viewers the impression he's winning the Royal Rumble, and worse yet, he hindered Elias's once-hot momentum. He was on a roll for a few weeks late last year, but now he's back to square one.
· Bobby Lashley vs. Apollo Crews: I was a big fan of how WWE presented Lashley as a serious, dominant force last week when he won the Intercontinental Championship. Unfortunately, he was back to doing the same tired shtick this week on Raw with his ridiculous poses. Crews getting more television time lately is a plus, but if he's going to be involved in pose-offs and losing to Lashley within a matter of minutes, then forget about it. This could have been a lot better with more time but instead felt like total throwaway.
· Bobby Roode and Chad Gable vs. The Revival: These two teams had an entertaining affair on the Christmas Eve edition of Raw, but it's been all downhill for the feud since then. Their matches have gotten overshadowed by overbooking and it's clear The Revival won't ever win the Raw Tag Team Championship, especially now that they have reportedly requested their release from the promotion. Following their latest loss, they were kicked out of the ring by the reuniting duo of Zack Ryder and Curt Hawkins. That should speak volumes about their position in WWE.
· Lucha House Party vs. Jinder Mahal and The Singh Brothers: Kalisto will be vying for the WWE Cruiserweight Championship in a Fatal 4-Way at the Royal Rumble, but you would never know that if you watched this. I honestly have zero clue what purpose this was supposed to serve. Lucha House Party aren't nearly as exciting on Raw as they are on 205 Live, while Mahal and the Singhs are glorified enhancement talent at best.
· Naomi vs. Mandy Rose: I applaud WWE for giving the ladies their own storyline outside of the SmackDown Women's Championship picture, but it hasn't exactly piqued my interest so far (likely due to it being campy in nature). It didn't help that their match on SmackDown Live this week was mediocre at best. The effort was there, but it was sloppy in spots and was easily the weakest thing on the entire show. It's possible the eventual rematch will be better, but of course, I'm not holding my breath. I'm not too thrilled the rivalry will be continuing, but on the bright side, at least Rose picked up a notable victory over a former SmackDown Women's Champion ahead of her involvement in Sunday's women's Rumble matchup (I'd certainly consider her a dark horse to win it).
