Week of January 2, 2021

Match of the Week:
Pete Dunne vs. Roderick Strong (NXT, December 30)
When you put Pete Dunne and Roderick Strong in the ring together, it's virtually a guarantee that you won't be disappointed. Look no further than their most recent clash on Wednesday's NXT, which was as excellent as you'd expect from them. They have so much history and chemistry together that it wasn't going to be anything less than terrific. Strong gave it a valiant effort, but in the end, Dunne was simply the better man as he defeated his longtime rival with the Bitter End. It was interesting that he and Finn Balor bumped into each other backstage afterward, indicating that NXT has plans to have them meet for the NXT Championship at some point.
Superstar of the Week:
Gran Metalik
Gran Metalik has been in WWE for over four years now, yet I don't think I've featured him as my "Superstar of the Week" even once on his own in that time. For a wrestler as talented as he is, that's crazy. Thankfully, he had a hell of a week to close out 2020, starting on Monday Night Raw when he scored the biggest win of his career over former WWE Champion The Miz. He followed up that triumph with another as he and Lince Dorado returned to NXT two days later. By virtue of their victory over Legado del Fantasma, Metalik has earned himself a shot at the Cruiserweight Championship at NXT New Year's Evil. 

Show of the Week:
WWE 205 Live, January 1
I realize I don't spotlight 205 Live as often as I should, so I'm going to try to do more of that as we kick off 2021. Not every edition of the show is must-see, but the New Year's Day episode was quite good. It was the best half-hour of wrestling in WWE this week as both bouts delivered. First, Mansoor defeated Jake Atlas in a super fun outing. Atlas is excellent and I'm loving the roll Mansoor has been this last year. The main event then saw Curt Stallion successfully team with Ever-Rise against the trio of Ariya Daivari and The Bollywood Boyz. The simple storytelling and entertaining action always makes 205 Live a treat to sit through.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Keith Lee vs. Sheamus: These two previously met in a Triple Threat before Survivor Series, but this marked their first-ever one-on-one encounter and it met my expectations. Both guys are great and put forth a hell of an effort here. I was a pleasantly surprised by the outcome because I really thought WWE was going to give away Sheamus vs. Drew McIntyre on the first Raw of the new year. Lee vs. McIntyre, since we've seen it before, is a better bout to take place that night.
· Ricochet vs. Mustafa Ali: Yes, this storyline still sucks, but to their credit, this was a terrific match. Then again, I guess I shouldn't be surprised given how talented both Ricochet and Ali are. However, despite another valiant performance, Ricochet once again fell short against Ali. Ali extended an invitation to Ricochet afterward to join RETRIBUTION, but Ricochet declined. My only issue with this is that it didn't really move anything forward, and Ricochet is still a loser.
· Kevin Owens vs. Jey Uso: Uso's transformation into a viable main event player these past few months has been amazing to watch. Granted, I don't think he's world title material, but he can be taken seriously as a threat against guys like Owens whenever he wrestles in the main event of SmackDown. This was an enjoyable match that effectively furthered Owens' feud with Uso and Roman Reigns. That said, what all of these beatings on Owens leading to?
· Sonya Deville returns: It was a blink-and-you-missed-it moment, but Deville did indeed resurface on SmackDown this week in a quick backstage segment. Hell, even I missed it when it aired originally. It wasn't explained why she's back (remember, in storyline, she was forced to leave WWE following her loss to Mandy Rose at SummerSlam), but despite that, she's a welcome addition to what's already a stacked women's division on the blue brand.
· Big E and Apollo Crews vs. Sami Zayn and King Corbin: Big E vs. Corbin was nothing notable due to the interference from Zayn, but this was a quality tag team match. It made sense for Crews to come to Big E's aid after he technically factored into the finish of last week's Lumberjack match where Big E became Intercontinental Champion. They made for a fun team and now the stage is set for their Intercontinental Championship clash.
· Finn Balor and Kyle O'Reilly: Props to NXT for putting together such a strong build to the NXT Championship match at New Year's Evil. O'Reilly was never known for his mic skills in the past, but he's been bringing the goods as a singles star lately and this was another example of that. Balor has been brilliant in his role as well and thus I was left extremely excited for their upcoming encounter. I honestly have no idea who's going to win and that's what I love about it.
This Week's Low Points
· Randy Orton and Alexa Bliss: I will be the first to defend the storyline involving Orton, Bliss and The Fiend, as I've found it to be one of the best things on Raw recently. I've even defended the finish to the TLC pay-per-view because I thought it was right up Bray Wyatt's alley. That said, the ending to Monday's Raw was too goofy for me. Bliss wanting Orton to basically burn her alive was ridiculous and the way WWE went off the air did nothing to leave me looking forward to what's next.
· The Miz regains the Money in the Bank contract: Miz is a better person to be holding the Money in the Bank briefcase than Otis, but man, the way WWE has booked him this last year has been atrocious. Why anybody would want to see him cash in the contract successfully at this point is beyond me, and that's coming from a massive Miz fan. I actually liked how he cashed in at TLC, but now that means nothing because he was given back the contract on Raw. Ugh.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Nia Jax: I don't think I'm in the minority when I say that I couldn't care less about Flair and Asuka feuding with the former champions Jax and Shayna Baszler. The WWE Women's Tag Team Championship is practically pointless and this program isn't going to change my opinion on that. The match didn't last long and featured interference, so in other words, it was a waste of time. I'd prefer to see Flair vs. Asuka before WrestleMania.
· AJ Styles vs. Elias: As a match, this was perfectly fine and even enjoyable at certain points, but it's in the "Low Points" column because it didn't seem to serve much of a purpose aside from killing time. What's weirder is that both guys are heels, so I'm not sure why Styles couldn't have faced a babyface on the Raw roster instead. Is it because they have bigger bodyguards? I applaud Elias by hanging with Styles in the ring, but this was the definition of filler.
· The Street Profits' New Year's Smoke-Tacular: A lot of the segments Street Profits are in tend to be hit or miss and this was unfortunately more of the latter. It was pretty bad comedy that felt like it dragged on and on. I realize the whole point was for Dolph Ziggler and Robert Roode to crash the party and build to next week's rematch for the SmackDown Tag Team Championship, but it honestly made me want to cheer the heels.
· The Riott Squad vs. Natalya and Tamina: It's nice to have another feud in SmackDown's women's division outside of Sasha Banks vs. Carmella and Bayely vs. Bianca Belair, but Riott Squad facing different combinations of Natalya, Tamina and Billie Kay isn't very exciting. The matches are mediocre at best, and while I'm glad Riott Squad are picking up victories, it needs to lead to them getting a shot at the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship for them to matter.
