Week of January 30, 2021

Match of the Week:
Finn Balor and Kyle O'Reilly vs. Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch (NXT, January 27)
There weren't any matches from WWE TV this week that stood out to me in a special way, but I found this to be the best of the bunch. From an in-ring standpoint, it was as hard-hitting and as enjoyable as I expected it to be because of who was involved, but it also managed to tell a great story. Balor and O'Reilly have already gone to war with each other twice, so there was a question of whether they would be able to coexist in Wednesday's NXT main event. Ultimately, they did and pulled out the victory over the NXT Tag Team Champions. Now, it's worth wondering if Balor will continue to align himself with Undisputed Era or if he'll fly solo as he's been known to do. 

Superstar of the Week:
Edge
Edge was out injured for over seven months following his loss to Randy Orton at Backlash, yet got the entire wrestling world talking in one night with his pre-taped promo on Monday's Raw. Not only did he declare that he's back, he also announced his intentions to enter the men's Royal Rumble and win it all, again. It wasn't a simple declaration for the Rumble, either. It was an absolutely outstanding promo where he discussed how he had to retire as the world champion a decade ago and now he wants to regain the gold he never lost. It honestly left me wanting to see him reign supreme on Sunday.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT, January 27
SmackDown was well on its way to being a great show on Friday night before that final half hour. There was some strong wrestling, but the final build for Sunday's Royal Rumble pay-per-view fell flat for me. Thus, I once again have to go with Wednesday's episode of NXT as my "Show of the Week". Not every episode of NXT so far in 2021 has been all that exciting, but the consistency has been key and has led to the black-and-gold brand producing some super solid shows lately. The Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic tournaments have been fun to follow, the title pictures are progressing nicely, and the build to TakeOver next month has been well done.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Asuka vs. Alexa Bliss: Yes, this was more of the same from last week, except with the Raw Women's Championship this time around. I didn't honestly expect the title to change hands six days before Royal Rumble, but I'm glad Bliss' win over Asuka from the week prior wasn't ignored. This was less of a match and more of an angle, but I enjoyed it for what it was. I also liked Randy Orton's RKO to Bliss at the end of the episode. The Fiend has to be returning soon, right?
· Riddle vs. The Hurt Business: If WWE is going to continue the Riddle vs. Bobby Lashley feud over the United States Championship (despite Lashley squashing Riddle the last time they faced off), this was a smart way of having Riddle earn another shot at the strap. He had to go through the other three members of Hurt Business in a Gauntlet match and it was laid out very well. Riddle vs. Cedric Alexander was easily the most entertaining of the three mini-matches.
· Sheamus vs. John Morrison: If you replayed this match side-by-side with one of their matches from 2010, there wouldn't be much of a difference, and I mean that as a good thing. There really wasn't any point to them facing off aside from allowing them to build momentum heading into the men's Royal Rumble, but hey, I'll take a well-wrestled matchup on Raw whenever I can get one. I'll address the subsequent Handicap match in the "Low Points" column.
· Roman Reigns and Kevin Owens: This was an excellent verbal exchange ahead of their Last Man Standing match at the Rumble. Sure, the outcome of that clash feels predictable, but predictability isn't always a bad thing and Reigns retaining is the right call. Owens is doing some of his strongest mic work right now and Reigns is, of course, firing on all cylinders as a heel. Reigns turning off his camera at the end of this segment when Owens frustrated him was a nice touch.
· Daniel Bryan vs. AJ Styles: You can never expect anything less than a superb match whenever Bryan and Styles are in the ring together (unless it's Royal Rumble 2019, but that's the only exception I can think of). I'm not typically a fan of Superstars switching shows randomly, but I at least appreciated that they acknowledged it was because of the Brand-to-Brand Invitational rule. I didn't mind the non-finish because both guys should be protected right now.
· Bayley vs. Bianca Belair: This was another quality match from two of SmackDown's very best. They've had an engaging feud up to this point and it's helped Belair boost her stock more than anything else WWE has done with her in the last year. They made the most of the time they had and, more importantly, Belair picked up the clean victory. This was huge for Belair as she continues to climb the ladder of success and the timing couldn't have been better.
· MSK vs. Drake Maverick and Killian Dain: This was a super fun clash of babyfaces in the quarterfinals of the men's Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic. I love that Maverick and Dain can flip the switch and become a serious tag team whenever necessary. That said, this wasn't their match to win. MSK should ultimately find themselves in the finals and thus this was the right outcome. MSK are off to a strong start in NXT and already feel like bigger stars than they were in IMPACT.
· Grizzled Young Veterans vs. Kushida and Leon Ruff: There was never a doubt in my mind that Kushida and Ruff weren't going to make it past the semifinals, but this was a terrific match while it lasted. Grizzled Young Veterans bring the best out of whoever they're in the ring with while Kushida and Ruff exceeded my expectations as a team. The Way attacking the babyfaces afterward was logical and should set up Johnny Gargano vs. Kushida for TakeOver.
This Week's Low Points
· Royal Rumble hype: If you're like me, you're probably already excited for the Royal Rumble because, well, it's the Royal Rumble. If you weren't previously excited because of the current circumstances or whatever else, I doubt Raw or SmackDown in recent weeks have done much to move the needle for you. The Rumble matches sell themselves, but I wish WWE gave viewers more of a reason to buy into most of the Superstars as believable contenders to win the Rumbles.
· Drew McIntyre and Goldberg: I understand WWE wanted to take the short-and-sweet approach to their latest face-off by having Goldberg basically say nothing, but this was the company's chance to explain why this match is happening at the Rumble. We didn't get that reasoning when Goldberg originally returned and we sure as hell didn't get it here. There's uncertainty surrounding the outcome, but the build has fallen flat and doesn't feel as big as it probably should.
· Sheamus vs. The Miz and John Morrison: As noted in the "Highlights" column, I was a fan of the match Sheamus and Morrison had, especially given their chemistry and history together. Sheamus winning made sense as he could conceivably win the Rumble. What didn't make sense was doing an Handicap matchup where the heels immediately get their win back. This wasn't very exciting and didn't accomplish anything, either. All it did was kill television time.
· Charlotte Flair, Mandy Rose and Dana Brooke vs. Nia Jax, Shayna Baszler and Lacey Evans: What a mess this was. For starters, WWE gave away the first-ever one-on-one encounter between Flair and Baszler and it ended in disqualification in two minutes. Then, we got a six-woman tag team match out of it that no one asked for. The finish appeared to be botched, leading to the matchup being restarted following the commercial break. I'd like these 20 minutes back, please.
· AJ Styles vs. R-Truth: As a match, this was perfectly fine, but it couldn't be more apparent that WWE has been having Styles spin his wheels heading into the Rumble. He could conceivably win the Rumble and go on to contend for a top title at WrestleMania. I have no idea why his winning ways haven't been talked about more. He shouldn't be wasting his time in matches that serve no purpose aside from determining whether his opponent is in the Rumble or not.
· Multiple restarts on SmackDown: As previously noted, I thoroughly enjoyed Styles vs. Daniel Bryan, but the two matches that came after it were completely pointless. I would have preferred Bryan and Styles having an uninterrupted 45-minute match like they did last June, not random six-man and 10-man tag team matches that conclude in calamity. I know this kind of brawl is commonplace before the Rumble, but it's always been an ineffective trope in my opinion.
· King Corbin vs. Dominik Mysterio: You can basically take what I said last week about these two and apply it here, too. Corbin and the Mysterios are as directionless as ever at the moment and having Corbin beat them three weeks in a row isn't doing him any favors. The thing is, I like everybody involved in this makeshift feud, but it's bland and lifeless. The Mysterios would be better off in SmackDown's tag team division, whereas I have no clue what the hell you do with Corbin.
· Tyler Rust vs. Dante Rios: NXT should be giving Rust some showcase wins before having him lose to the talent already under contract if the plan is to push him. That's what this should have been. I realize Rust won, but it felt like he got taken to his limit by a Performance Center recruit or a local athlete or whoever it was. This was way too competitive and should have been over much quicker than it was. Rust needs to establish credibility and this isn't how you do it.
