Week of January 4, 2020
Match of the Week: Aleister Black vs. Buddy Murphy - Raw, December 30
Aleister Black and Buddy Murphy provided fans with the last truly great WWE match of the decade on Raw. Their original encounter at the TLC pay-per-view was excellent and thus they managed to steal the show yet again on Monday night. WWE was wise to position this toward the beginning of the episode while the crowd was at their hottest and they took full advantage of that. I was also glad they got as much time as they did, and as a result, Black and Murphy had the barn burner of a bout they were capable of. With two straight wins over Murphy, what's next for Aleister Black? 

Superstar of the Week: Randy Orton
I think it's safe to say that Randy Orton had everyone fooled. Even if you thought there was a chance he was faking his injury, it was hard to tell for certain, especially since the promo he cut on Raw was so convincing. Fans assumed the worst when it was announced the night prior that he had been hurt at a live event, and given his history with injuries, it was easy to believe. Just as Orton was hinting as retirement, AJ Styles emerged to poke fun at hie foe, only to eat an RKO for his troubles. It was a nice ruse to end the decade and I'm relieved Orton won't be missing any time at all. 

Show of the Week: Friday Night SmackDown, January 3
It can be argued that the sole reason SmackDown won the "Show of the Week" award was because there wasn't much of an episode of NXT on Wednesday night, but in the blue brand's defense, it was a strong show on the whole. First and foremost, the returns of Sheamus, John Morrison and The Usos were a refreshing change of pace as well as necessary. SmackDown needs more names on its roster and those guys can help out with the depth. Plus, several storylines were furthered, the in-ring action overall was enjoyable, and we even have a match lined up for next week. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Kevin Owens, Samoa Joe, Seth Rollins and AOP: In addition to Aleister Black vs. Buddy Murphy, this was one of the best things on all of Raw this week. I thought it kicked off the show in fantastic fashion and the audience ate it up. Owens' intensity was excellent, Rollins and AOP looked dominant while beating him up, and Joe received a raucous reaction for making the save. If you told me a year ago that Joe and Owens would be the top two babyfaces on Raw, I wouldn't have believed you, but it's what the crowd wants to see and I'm thrilled WWE is running with it. Of course, a tag team match involving these guys is inevitable.
· The Street Profits vs. The O.C.: While I thought their first match against each other a few months ago was better, this was still solid for what it was. More importantly, it re-established Street Profits as players in the Raw tag team division. I assumed The O.C. would win to build off their recent string of victories over The Viking Raiders, but instead, Street Profits went over in clean fashion. It's already been announced that it will be Viking Raiders vs. The O.C. vs. Street Profits for the Raw Tag Team Championship next week.
· Sheamus, John Morrison and The Usos return: I enjoyed all of these returns and I decided to lump them into one "Highlight." Sheamus has been appearing in vignettes for weeks and it's great to have him back after such a long layoff. We knew Morrison was ready to return, but I didn't expect him to pop up when he did. Then, The Usos resurfaced at the end of SmackDown to help out Roman Reigns. The blue brand has been lacking in quality for a few months, but these returns should help spice things up (or at least that's the hope).
· Kofi Kingston vs. The Miz: As a match, this wasn't anything too special, but it was entertaining while it lasted. The real focus was on Miz losing (again) and viciously attacking Kingston afterward to cement his heel turn. On one hand, I'm bummed WWE didn't do more with Miz as a babyface, but on the other hand, he's a much more natural heel and he's been floundering for a while. Based off what we saw backstage afterward, it looks a Miz and Morrison reunion may be on the horizon.
· Otis vs. Drew Gulak: Similar to Kingston vs. Miz, I'm not including this in the "Highlights" column for match quality. Rather, I loved how this served as a showcase for Otis. Heavy Machinery is a blast, but Otis in particular is awesome. He's been getting more television time lately in his storyline with Mandy Rose, which has been a ton of fun to follow. I have zero idea what the endgame will be, but personally, I'm excited to find out. It wasn't as much of a focus this week as it was on the last two episodes of SmackDown, but what they did on this show was enough. My only issue with this matchup was how it did nothing for Gulak, who has been a complete afterthought since joining SmackDown. He deserves better after the hot run he had on 205 Live.
· Angel Garza vs. Tony Nese: This may not have been their best bout together, but it was easily the only thing worth watching for on 205 Live this week. It was a hard-hitting affair and both guys had strong performances, despite there being some botches here and there. Garza continues to maintain momentum and I'm looking forward to finding out who his next challenger will be.
This Week's Low Points
· The wedding of Bobby Lashley and Lana: To call this segment a train wreck would be an understatement. Granted, I wasn't expecting anything amazing, but there was zero reason for this to last as long it did. Perhaps it would have been slightly more bearable if it was half the time, but the bottom line is that this was atrocious television. Speaking as someone who was in the building to witness it live, it felt like it would never end and all of the interruptions were pointless. Plus, the return of Liv Morgan, which came out of nowhere, made no sense. But hey, it drew a big rating, so WWE will consider it a success. Ugh.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Natalya: We've seen this match on no less than a million occasions over the past five years and it gets less and less interesting each time. Sure, they work well together and the matches are far from terrible, but it's old hat at this point. Fans are ready for something new with Flair, and needless to say, the answer is not Natalya. The silliness with the 24/7 Championship halfway through didn't help matters, either. The funny thing is that these two were a team two months ago, but that's already been forgotten about apparently.
· Andrade vs. Ricochet: From an in-ring standpoint, Andrade and Ricochet had a solid match, but it wasn't nearly as great as it should have been given the level of talent involved. I wish it would have been advertised in advance instead of happening on a whim because Ricochet didn't approve of how he was taking advantage of a local athlete. I'm also not a fan of how Ricochet has been floundering for months. He'll win meaningless matches before losing whenever it matters most. Here's hoping he'll get some direction in 2020.
· Erick Rowan vs. Kip Stevens: Another week, another useless Erick Rowan squash match. It's clear they're adamant about building him up at the moment, but it's safe to say that fans are way more interested in finding out what's in his clothed cage than in Rowan himself. That much is evident whenever he wrestles because a majority of the crowd sit on their hands. I hate to beat a dead horse, but I'm ready for the next chapter of this story, assuming there even is one.
· Ariya Daivari vs. Danny Burch: If this match was any indication, 205 Live could use all the help it can get at the moment. Matches are being booked without rhyme or reason and and the crowds don't care. It'd be one thing if they were going out there and delivering instant classics, but that hasn't been the case since at least early 2019. For example, Burch is a talented dude, but he hasn't had any sort of a character in the Cruiserweight division. As for Daivari, he's been painfully boring for years and I'm honestly shocked he's lasted this long, let alone that he continues to win as many matches as he does. This was a recipe for disaster, and sure enough, it was a dud. The Brian Kendrick's post-match return going over like a fart in church was the icing on the cake.
· The Singh Brothers vs. Corey Storm and Anthony Wayne: The only thing worse than an Ariya Daivari match on 205 Live is a squash involving The Singh Brothers. They were serviceable when they were with Jinder Mahal, but on their own, they're a glorified undercard act with no upside. I don't understand what purpose these matches for them are supposed to serve.
