Week of January 6, 2018
Match of the Week: Roman Reigns vs. Samoa Joe: Intercontinental Championship Match - Raw, January 1
As I've discussed in the past, Roman Reigns' run as Intercontinental Championship has been a blast to watch and everyone he has gone up against has brought the best out of him. Considering him and Samoa Joe had excellent chemistry in their previous encounters, I was not surprised they delivered a great match in 2018's first championship clash. They played to the stipulation (if Reigns got disqualified, he would have dropped the strap) very well and the crowd was engaged in the action. Reigns retaining was no shocker, but Joe looked strong in defeat. 

Superstar of the Week: The Bludgeon Brothers
I didn't have high hopes for The Bludgeon Brothers when they first resurfaced on SmackDown Live as a tag team back in November 2017, largely because of this one-dimensional gimmick. However, I will say they have exceeded my expectations thus far with the path of destruction they have carved in recent weeks. Before their bout with Breezango could even get underway on Tuesday night, they quickly dominated the duo before setting their sights on The Ascension, who they also annihilated. Don't be surprised if the SmackDown Tag Team titles are next. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, January 2
WWE TV wasn't particularly exciting on the whole in 2017, but I'm hoping the two solid shows Raw and SmackDown Live had this week were a sign of what to expect in 2018 going forward. Of the two, I give SmackDown the slight edge, if only because it felt it was more focused and didn't feature much filler. Between the SmackDown Tag Team Championship match and the AJ Styles vs. Sami Zayn main event, it was an enjoyable night of in-ring action overall. Plus, more names were announced for the men's and women's Royal Rumble matches, so the build toward the pay-per-view was well done. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Jason Jordan vs. Cesaro: I'm interested to see what will become of Jordan's rumored heel turn now that he is one-half of the Raw Tag Team Champions with Seth Rollins. I don't think it will be abandoned all together, because more seeds were planted this week on Raw, but it definitely delays it another month or so. At any rate, this was a quality contest from Jordan and Cesaro, where Cesaro spent a majority of the match working over Jordan's leg. Despite that, the crowd wasn't sympathetic toward Jordan whatsoever, so it's evident that he is going to have to turn heel at some point if he is going to find success.
· Finn Balor, Karl Anderson and Luke Gallows vs. Elias and The Miztourage: As a match, this wasn't anything special, but this makes the "Highlight" column simply for the fact that Balor is finally a unit with Anderson and Gallows. Why it didn't happen sooner, we might never know. All three men have been doing a whole lot of nothing for close to a year now, but it's better late than never. Balor desperately needs a reboot, and pairing him with his former Bullet Club buddies is a great way to get him back on the right track.
· Braun Strowman vs. Heath Slater and Rhyno: I'm always up for a good squash match, and that's exactly what this was. Strowman was actually just supposed to face Rhyno one-on-one, but because he hated Slater standing at ringside, he invited him to make it a Handicap matchup. How many people would do that? Slater and Rhyno are currently in the process of trying to "toughen up," but they were unsuccessful in beating the behemoth. Not only that, Strowman laid both men out afterward with multiple powerslams. I'd certainly say he's ready for the Royal Rumble.
· AJ Styles vs. Sami Zayn: From an in-ring standpoint, I know these two are capable of contesting a better bout, but it was still a solid first main event for SmackDown Live in 2018, nevertheless. Unfortunately, it continues to be all about the authority figures, and as a result, the WWE Championship has been overshadowed. Zayn pinning the WWE Champion was huge for him, and at the Rumble, he and Kevin Owens will vie for the gold in a Handicap match.
· The Usos vs. Chad Gable and Shelton Benjamin: All things considered, this was an entertaining tag team title match. Some fans weren't high on the false finish with Gable and Benjamin nearing winning the straps, if only because replays in WWE are usually nonexistent, but I found it to be clever because we've never seen that with The Usos before. I assume that was designed to make it look like that Gable and Benjamin came close to capturing the twin titles and that they will win them at some point. I'm in full favor of a rematch taking place at some point, perhaps even at the Royal Rumble. That said, I'm in no rush to see The Usos lose the belts any time soon.
This Week's Low Points
· Brock Lesnar and Kane brawl: Talk about a lame way to end the first Raw of 2018. This isn't a secret, but I am not invested in the upcoming Universal Championship match at the Royal Rumble in the slightest. Strowman is super hot right now, so why would WWE risk ruining that by having him lose another title match? Moreover, Lesnar and Kane sharing a ring, fighting for Raw's top prize is a pretty poor message to send as we enter the new year. Paul Heyman is obviously tremendously talented on the mic, but nothing he said in this segment made me look forward to the Triple Threat. Fingers crossed it exceeds expectations.
· Apollo Crews vs. Bray Wyatt: I'm all for giving Bray Wyatt a string of victories (God knows he needs it) before he inevitably loses to "Woken" Matt Hardy, but the length of this match was totally unnecessary. I don't think anyone bought into the possibility of Crews beating Wyatt, so the better part of this 10-minute matchup was a bore. The Titus Worldwide thing clearly isn't doing Crews any favors and he continues to be wasted in a major way. On the bright side, I've been enjoying Wyatt's program with Hardy immensely.
· Asuka vs. Alexa Bliss: Similar to Crews vs. Wyatt, this wasn't technically a bad match, but there was no reason for it to last nearly 15 minutes. Asuka should be killing women left and right, though I did appreciate how scared Bliss looked when face-to-face with Asuka. I'm glad Asuka is building momentum ahead of the first-ever women's Royal Rumble match and I have no doubt this was meant to plant the seeds for a future feud between them, but I took it as WWE simply trying to kill time. Asuka remains my pick to win the Rumble and advance to WrestleMania 34 for the title.
· The Riott Squad vs. Tamina, Natalya and Carmella: It's truly amazing how different Absolution and The Riott Squad have been booked since both factions debuted a little over one month ago. I'm happy they have their own identities, but Absolution has been an unstoppable machine on Raw whereas The Riott Squad can't stay dominant. Sure, they won this match (which people sat on their hands for because it was two heel factions), but they were then immediately attacked again.
· Cedric Alexander and Goldust vs. Drew Gulak and Ariya Daivari: It's not WWE's fault Enzo Amore got sick with the flu and had to miss Monday's Raw, but surely they could have come up with something better for Alexander to do than to team up with Goldust in another meaningless tag team match against Gulak and Daivari. It was sad that Goldust received an infinitely bigger reaction than any of them. A rematch was held two days later on 205 Live for no apparent reason, and that was a boring bout as well. Seeing heavyweights interact with the Cruiserweights was a refreshing change, but putting Goldust on 205 Live just goes to show that WWE doesn't care a ton about the division at the moment.
