Week of January 9, 2016
Match of the Week: Dean Ambrose vs. Kevin Owens - SmackDown, January 7
With SmackDown moving to the USA Network, WWE has the perfect opportunity to make the blue brand mean something again, first by establishing it as the wrestling show. I can't say their USA Network premiere on Thursday night blew me away or did anything to make me think it won't go back to being irrelevant one month from now, but the main event between Dean Ambrose and Kevin Owens for the Intercontinental Championship gave me hope for SmackDown. The program can serve as a platform to showcase the stars of the lower- and upper-midcard, as seen this week with Ambrose and Owens. Once again, the two contested a very well-wrestled matchup filled with suspenseful counters and high drama. The in-ring action was enjoyable enough where I didn't mind the non-finish, but more importantly, the feud lives on. 

Superstar of the Week: Charlotte
For all the complaints the Divas division gets about its stunning lack of character development, let's take a second to realize how far women's wrestling in WWE has  come in the last few years alone. Yes, the "Divas Revolution" was a flop, but at least it gave us the likes of Charlotte, Sasha Banks and Becky Lynch on the main roster. While all three had yet to establish identities for themselves, they took a step in the right direction this week with two great matches between Charlotte and Lynch on Raw. I've said for months that Charlotte would never thrive as the plucky babyface because she simply wasn't connecting with crowds, but she finally flipped the switch by attacking Lynch after their match on Monday night. They met once again for the Divas Championship on SmackDown, this time with Charlotte coming out on top after receiving help from Ric Flair. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, January 4
I think it's safe to say that WWE definitely kicked off the new year on a high note. Not even including the rumors that broke that night of AJ Styles and others possibly being WWE bound, Raw produced its best episode since the night after TLC. The whole night seemed to feature a renewed emphasis on wrestling, which was encouraging considering they didn't need another live event going on elsewhere to accomplish that. The premier editions of Raw each year always promise to be entertaining (with the exception of 2015) and the first Raw of 2016 was no exception. From a great match between Kevin Owens and Neville to Chris Jericho's shocking return to Raw to a championship main event, it was a more loaded show than usual, but now the key is follow-up. Can they carry this momentum over to next week and the Royal Rumble? 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns vs. Sheamus: I have never been a fan of the chemistry these two have together, but similar to their outing the night after TLC, they benefited from the circumstances of the contest with the WWE World Heavyweight Championship being on the line and Mr. McMahon serving as the special guest referee. The ending looked botched with McMahon not selling the injury long enough for him to warrant calling for Scott Armstrong, but it was a great touch to bring back "that damn crooked referee." They also did a solid job of giving it a big fight feel throughout the night by making it seem like there was a chance McMahon could screw Regins out of the title.
· Royal Rumble announcement: Immediately following the championship clash we had McMahon announcing that for the first time since 1992, this year's Royal Rumble match will be for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship, which has me all sorts of excited. I've already seen people complain about how predictable the outcome is, but come on, it's something new! Or at least something we haven't seen in over two decades. It makes perfect sense within the story that McMahon wants Reigns to suffer as champ.
· Chris Jericho returns: He's baaaaack! Not everyone was enthralled by Y2J's return, but as a Jericholic myself, I was genuinely surprised and happy to see him. I can almost assure you that he isn't back without a purpose. I have the feeling that even his one-off at Night of Champions last September will tie into why he's back, but in the meantime, Y2J is in the Royal Rumble match! That's a great way of adding some star power. His promo was basically a retread of his 1999 debut, and since that was the intent, it was a treat. I'm already anticipating what Jericho will have in store for us this time.
· Kevin Owens vs. Neville: This was the match I was hoping to see from these two last week, making last week's loss for Owens a little less meaningless. When Neville is allowed to go out to the ring and do what he does best, he shines, as he did here. Owens was the perfect foil for him and it was an awesome way of kicking off the wrestling portion of the night. Owens' feud with Dean Ambrose was also nicely furthered.
· Alberto Del Rio vs. Kalisto: I don't know what it was, but Del Rio and Kalisto contested a far better bout on SmackDown this week than their initial outing back in November. They found fun chemistry and it was cool for Kalisto to be properly showcased. With Sin Cara out injured for the foreseeable future, now is the time to start pushing him as a singles star. The crowd is gradually getting behind him, so giving him more and more wins by the week is certainly helping. I also love the idea of a Kalisto vs. Del Rio feud because it might lead to Kalisto winning the United States Championship from Del Rio. I don't despise Del Rio like many others do, but he hasn't done anything for me since returning to WWE.
This Week's Low Points
· John Cena injury: Well, this sucks. Even if you're not a fan of Cena's, you have to admit how big of a blow this is not only to the current product but to the entire road to WrestleMania 32. Early reports indicated he was headed for a match with The Undertaker on the grand stage, which I've been waiting years for, but until further notice, that doesn't look to be possible. What's worse is that he only adds to the long list of talents that are already out injured including Seth Rollins, Daniel Bryan, Randy Orton, Cesaro, Tyson Kidd, Nikki Bella, King Barrett and others. Here's wishing him a speedy recovery, though I wouldn't want him at 'Mania if he wasn't 100 percent.
· Titus O'Neil vs. Stardust: It's not that this was a bad match per se but it left me scratching my head because it was strange filler in between the great Kevin Owens vs. Neville match and the very well-wrestled women's match. I would say that WWE plans on pushing O'Neil on his own going into the new year, but I honestly don't think that is the case. Otherwise, they would have done so by now given he was a singles competitor for the better part of 2014. O'Neil and Stardust have been feuding recently, but this felt out of place on Raw.
· Ryback vs. Big Show: On the bright side, the match didn't last long before The Wyatt Family interfered and laid waste to both men, but the fact it happened at all is a "Low Point" in of itself. We saw the same exact match last week and this wasn't much better. Of course, the Wyatts attacking everyone is planting the seeds for their dominance in the Royal Rumble match, but I immediately lose interest in anything involving Big Show. If it is revealed this coming week that Show did turn babyface when The Wyatt Family attacked him on Monday night, I'm officially done.
· 'Miz TV': I wasn't a huge fan of the 'Miz TV' segment that took place on Raw in Brooklyn because it was painfully apparent WWE was trying to make due with who they had, but this was just embarrassing. Again, classifying it as hype for the Rumble doesn't necessarily make it acceptable. Everyone who took part in this segment (other than The New Day) are beyond directionless, so this was a waste.
· Eight-man tag team match: You might as well copy and paste what I said in the previous paragraph and apply it to this one because my thoughts aren't much different. It was bad enough we had to have that awful talking segment, but to follow it up with a multi-man tag team match I couldn't have cared less about was worse. Furthermore, it left me wondering whatever happened to the feud between Neville and The Miz. They had a nice thing going for a few weeks at the end of 2015, but then they dropped the angle and that was it. They seemingly rekindled their rivalry here, but not officially. At any rate, if WWE wants fans to start taking Neville seriously, he shouldn't be involved in pointless filler such as this.
