WEEK OF JULY 12, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: CHRIS JERICHO VS. RANDY ORTON - SMACKDOWN, JULY 11
It's been a few years since Chris Jericho and Randy Orton last clashed in singles competition and Jericho's recent comeback to the company allowed the two to lock horns once again. Orton and Jericho have no shortage of history with each other seeing how they once feuded over the WWE Championship in 2007. Not to mention it was Orton who punted Jericho in the skull in late 2010, taking Y2J out of commission for over a year. Thus, there was as much bad blood in their SmackDown match this past week as their was entertaining action. It wasn't a spot-fest by any means, but the two had a good enough match that it was by far the highlight of the show but not feeling out of place on SmackDown. Before Jericho could secure the victory on Orton, the lights went out, signaling interference from The Wyatt Family. However, the bearded clan never came out, leaving The Viper to capitalize on the opportunity and pick up the win. 
SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: RANDY ORTON
Despite reigning as WWE World Heavyweight champion for the first few months of the year, 2014 hasn't been all that great for Randy Orton. Shortly following WrestleMania 30, Orton became a backdrop player in Evolution and The Authority, doing the dirty work for Triple H and Stephanie McMahon. While he is still carrying out their orders to this day, at least he's finally building back up his credibility in doing so. His hot streak started on Monday night on Raw when he went one-on-one with Dean Ambrose, surprisingly defeating the former Shield member in clean fashion. On SmackDown, Orton defeated Chris Jericho before laying out Roman Reigns at the end of the show. Could Orton be closing in on another run with the title? 
SHOW OF THE WEEK: MONDAY NIGHT RAW, JULY 7
Monday Night Raw has found its stride in recent weeks in not featuring too much filler and smartly spreading out content over the course of the three hours so it doesn't drag. There was no way this week's episode have any chance of topping last week's following the returns of Chris Jericho, AJ Lee and The Miz, but what this week's show lacked in surprises it made up in ring action. There were several strong matches during the night from John Cena vs. Seth Rollins to Randy Orton vs. Dean Ambrose to even The Usos vs. The Wyatt Family. The episode also did a superb job of building up the Battleground card and making the show feel must-see. SmackDown and Main Event were also successful in that respect, but neither of those programs were as awesome all-around as Raw was. The same can be said for NXT which featured two great matches in the opener and main event but lacked a compelling middle portion of the show. 
OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Randy Orton vs. Dean Ambrose: This has been a personal dream match of mine for a while now and I was glad this match got as much time as it did on Raw. Their similar styles in the ring meshed perfectly and it made for a great match. The finishing sequence was very well done and I was pleasantly surprised to see Orton pick up the clean victory. Ambrose was protected in defeat via his shoulder injury and it gave Orton a much-needed victory going into his WWE World Heavyweight Championship match next week.
· John Cena vs. Seth Rollins: OK, I'll admit: This wasn't exactly the spectacle of a match I expected it to be, but I'm actually glad they held back a little. It saves the money match for later down the line and the non-finish was necessary in protecting both men. This could be a great feud down the line, so they were smart by not giving away a clean finish on this show. The post-match bit with Roman Reigns and Cena was cool and built tension between the two as they're set to face off in the Fatal 4-Way.
· Chris Jericho vs. The Miz: With this being Jericho's first match back in nearly a year, he definitely delivered (as expected) and had a good match with Miz. I think people set their standards for this contest higher than their should have after their house show match received rave reviews and was called "one of the best bouts of the year." That said, they had an entertaining match while it lasted and I'd like to see this rivalry revisited once Jericho's program with Bray Wyatt runs its course.
· The Usos vs. The Wyatt Family: Yes, I too am growing tired of seeing these two teams face each other, but I am not at all growing tired of the matches they produce. They're always awesome and this one was no exception. The action was exciting from start to finish and the live crowd ate it all up. The Wyatt Family win sets up another title rematch for the Battleground pay-per-view where I expect Luke Harper and Erick Rowan will finally take the gold.
· Bret Hart: It's always enjoyable whenever Bret Hart makes an appearance on WWE TV in Canada. It was cool to see him featured on The Highlight Reel on WWE Main Event and his confrontations with Damien Sandow were hilarious. I want Sandow to be pushed as much as the next guy and some impersonations are better than others, but Sandow dressing up as Hart and Shawn Michaels was laugh out loud funny.
· Sheamus vs. Alberto Del Rio: Sheamus vs. Alberto Del Rio will go down as one of the worst feuds in recent memory (see: 2012), but I always found their matches to be highly underrated because they're both excellent workers. Last Man Standing matches have a tendency to drag, but this one was entertaining and hard-hitting. Now if only Sheamus can get involved in a real feud with someone over the United States Championship, that'd be nice.
· Adrian Neville and Sami Zayn vs. Tyson Kidd and Justin Gabriel: An amazing match, but did anyone ever expect anything less? There were a handful of innovative maneuvers and the action was extremely entertaining. Even the finish was brilliantly booked with Kidd furthering his heel turn by using his wife Natalya to pick up the victory. Kidd has been doing the best work of his career as of late on NXT and it's been a blast to watch.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Nikki Bella vs. Alicia Fox: It was confusing when it was announced that The Authority demanded both Divas had one hand tied behind their back since that would've made it fair. It made a bit more sense when Fox attacked Nikki while she was still tied up, but the attack came off awkwardly and the fans in attendance sat on their hands. Fox's crazy chick gimmick has hit a wall and viewers simply don't have enough incentive to care about Nikki aside from the fact her sister Brie was fired by Stephanie McMahon.
· Adam Rose vs. Fandango: It's sad to see how far Rose has fallen in such a short period of time. That said, I suppose it's my own fault for not predicting it would happen eventually. It wasn't even much of a match, only as filler to set up the Layla vs. Summer Rae match for later in the night (more on that below). Rose deserves better and it's a shame that WWE has soured on the gimmick despite it being not even two months old.
· The Usos vs. Heath Slater and Titus O'Neil: This wasn't as bad (or bad at all for that matter) compared to some of the other things on this list, but it is still glaring that the tag team division is need of some fresh blood. Slater and O'Neil? Really? I never thought I'd want to see 3MB back. There are so few tandems in the division right now that they're relegated to putting random jobbers together to face the champions. At least this match gave The Usos a nice boost and their post-match promo announced their next title defense for Battleground.
· Layla vs. Summer Rae: This wasn't as terrible as it had the potential to be, but I still fail to see what purpose, this match and the entire feud, served. Layla and Summer are now BFFs. Okay? Does that make Fandango the babyface? Quite honestly, I don't really care, so I'll leave that one up to you. If nothing else, the story appears to be over finally... or so I hope. If not, then this was yet another complete waste of a segment that could have been better utilized for something else.
· Roman Reigns vs. Rusev: This was nowhere near as hot as their showdown in the Battle Royal from Raw last month. I expected this to be a good match at the very least, but most of it compromised of brawling. Rusev was squashing enhancement talent as of one week ago, so putting him in the main event of SmackDown felt premature. The match felt like it would never end to the point where I was happy to see Randy Orton interfere. It was an off-night for both Reigns and Rusev and hopefully they can develop better chemistry the next time they clash.
· Nikki Bella vs. 'Total Divas': Similar to Nikki vs. Alicia Fox, the fans didn't have much of a reason to feel sympathy for Nikki despite her going against the odds. However, this was worse than Nikki vs. Fox because this was more of a match and it had Eva Marie in the ring for more than 10 seconds. The fact she picked up the pinfall victory for her team was also strange.
· Sin Cara vs. Wesley Blake: I found it comical Sin Cara's appearance on NXT wasn't hyped ahead of time, nor should it have been. Sin Cara hasn't been irrelevant in ages and I couldn't care less about seeing him in NXT. This appeared to be a meaningless match on paper, and maybe it's building to something on a later show, but even if it is, anything he's involved in won't interest me in the slightest.
