WEEK OF JULY 13, 2013
MATCH OF THE WEEK: DANIEL BRYAN VS. CHRISTIAN - SMACKDOWN, JULY 12
On an episode of SmackDown in August 2011, Christian and Daniel Bryan clashed for the first-time ever. Although the match was only mere minutes long, it saw Christian emerge victorious. Unfortunately, a rematch was never contested... that is, however, until this past Friday night. As competitors in the upcoming All-Stars Money in the Bank Ladder match, Christian and Bryan faced off for the first time in nearly two years. They opened the broadcast with an extremely exciting matchup that definitely did not disappoint. Both Superstars gave it their best effort and managed to reverse almost every move in the other's repertoire. After nearly 13 minutes of non-stop, fast-paced action, Bryan caught Christian off the top rope in the Yes Lock, which Captain Charisma tapped out to moments later. It was one of the best matches I've seen on the blue brand in a good while and had me begging for a rematch between the two sooner rather than later. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: DANIEL BRYAN
Daniel Bryan has been riding a wave of momentum since his split from Kane two months ago, and this week was no exception. At the start of this week's Raw, Bryan went to battle with familiar foe Sheamus, whom he cleanly defeated for the first time in his career in what was an excellent match. In the closing moments of the show, Bryan took out both Randy Orton and CM Punk with a ladder to retrieve the Raw Money in the Bank briefcase that was hanging high above the ring. The American Dragon continued his hot streak on SmackDown, where he defeated Christian in an extremely entertaining matchup. With momentum on his side, will Bryan be able to win the All-Stars Money in the Bank Ladder match come Sunday? 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: FRIDAY NIGHT SMACKDOWN - JULY 12, 2013
Both Monday Night Raw and Friday Night SmackDown had a lot to offer this past week. From three solid matches featuring the participants of the All-Stars Ladder match to The Wyatt Family's monumental debut, there was a lot to like about Raw this week. However, SmackDown was just a bit better in terms of entertainment and in-ring action. Kicking off the show was Daniel Bryan vs. Christian, which, as stated above, was an amazing match that set the tone for the rest of the show. The night also saw Kaitlyn and AJ Lee take part in the first-ever Divas Championship match contract signing and Randy Orton battle Sheamus in the night's main event. Regardless, both programs left me extremely excited for Sunday's Money in the Bank pay-per-view, which has the potential to be an amazingly awesome event. As for WWE Main Event, the only part worth watching this week was Dolph Ziggler vs. Antonio Cesaro, as everything else was pure filler. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· The Wyatt Family debut: After weeks and weeks of creepy vignettes, the arrival of The Wyatt Family on Raw lived up to the hype. Their attack on Kane was pretty basic, but it garnered a nice reaction from the live crowd and their entrance was certainly a sight to see. Now it's up to WWE to continue booking them accordingly going forward to avoid falling flat.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Sheamus: This brought back memories of their great string of matches in 2012. Bryan was made to look like Sheamus' equal for once and the fact Bryan went over cleanly was a pleasant surprise. This did wonders in making him look like a legitimate threat in the All-Stars Money in the Bank Ladder match.
· CM Punk vs. Randy Orton: I wasn't a fan of the pacing of the match and the dead live crowd didn't help matters, but they both put forth a strong effort. Punk going over cleanly was a nice touch and Bryan taking everyone out to close the show was very well done.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Antonio Cesaro: Since this was the first-ever singles meeting between these two, I throughly enjoyed the match they had on WWE Main Event. It received great time and highlighted both Superstars' tremendous talents. I was fine with the disqualification finish, as it saves the bout for later down the line.
· Divas Championship match contract signing: This was by far the best segment AJ Lee and Kaitlyn have had to date. Their mic work was excellent and made for quality television. Kaitlyn's spear on AJ never gets old. It seems as if they were teasing tension between Layla and Kaitlyn or AJ and Big E Langston or perhaps both pairings, which was intriguing.
· Randy Orton vs. Sheamus: Similar to their past matches together, this was a solid bout. They've always worked well together and it involved enjoyable action. The double disqualification finish protected both Superstars and led to a fun brawl involving most of the Money in the Bank All-Stars.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Vickie Guerrero's job evaluation: I enjoyed some aspects of this segment, but it wasn't entertaining enough to receive as much time as it did. It was pretty predictable that Vickie would be fired, and I couldn't be happier that it happened. However, it was a strange series of events and Brad Maddox being appointed the new Raw General Manager basically went unnoticed by the live crowd.
· Alberto Del Rio vs. Sin Cara: The match they had on Raw wasn't necessarily bad, but Dolph Ziggler's mediocre promo took away from it tremendously. The brawl between Del Rio and Ziggler on SmackDown was clever, but the World title match on Sunday was poorly built towards over the course of the week.
· Layla and Kaitlyn vs. AJ Lee and Alicia Fox.: This match was painfully pointless. The in-ring action was forgettable, and to make matters worse, it didn't even have a definitive finish. It left me (and probably most of the audience) hopelessly confused by the end of it. Thankfully, the contract signing on SmackDown made up for this.
· Tons of Funk and The Great Khali vs. Heath Slater and Team Rhodes Scholars: Why does there always have to be a throwaway six-man tag team match featuring Tons of Funk and a random partner on WWE Main Event? Seriously, this match served zero purpose. I guess it was successful in teasing tension between Cody Rhodes and Damien Sandow, but that was about it. The show was doing just fine until this painfully pointless match occurred.
· Fandango vs. Wade Barrett: Wade Barrett has never meant less, which is a shame given the fact that he has an amazing amount of potential. Fandango is a fun mid-card act, but he is a glorified joke in the World Heavyweight Championship Contract Money in the Bank Ladder match, which has been horrendously hyped since first being announced a few weeks ago.
