Week of July 14, 2018
Match of the Week: Moustache Mountain vs. Undisputed Era: NXT Tag Team Championship Match - NXT, July 11
The first match Moustache Mountain and Undisputed Era had against each other a few weeks back in England was awesome, yet they somehow managed to top themselves in the title rematch on this week's edition of NXT. In addition to being all action from bell to bell, they told a stellar story with Kyle O'Reilly and Roderick Strong targeting the injured knee of Trent Seven throughout. It made for a fantastic final stretch with Undisputed Era isolating the knee and forcing Seven's partner Tyler Bate to throw in the towel for him. And just like that, Undisputed Era is golden again.
Superstar of the Week: Undisputed Era
After being on top of the world since their arrival in NXT last summer, Undisputed Era suffered a setback at the NXT U.K. Championship special last month when Kyle O'Reilly and Roderick Strong lost the NXT Tag Team Championship to Moustache Mountain. Well, it didn't take them long at all to return to their winning ways by invoking their automatic rematch clause this week and regaining the gold in an exceptional main event on NXT. Meanwhile, Adam Cole had a successful showing of his own against Danny Burch earlier in the evening.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, July 11
I could devote this entire section to how NXT is firing on all cylinders right now, but in doing so, I'd be telling something you already know. Then again, I'm also telling you something you likely already assumed in that the black-and-yellow brand is my latest "Show of the Week" for another entertaining episode on Wednesday night. In addition to Undisputed Era standing tall in their respective matches (both of which were great), Kairi Sane reigned supreme over Vanessa Borne in a nice little outing, setting the stage for next week's No. 1 Contender's Fatal 4-Way with the women.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns and Bobby Lashley brawl: Truthfully speaking, I haven't cared about this feud nearly as much I should since it started last month. Reigns and Lashley simply aren't interesting at the moment and WWE hasn't been doing them many favors with how they've been booked as babyfaces. All that being said, this was a great segment to kick off Monday's Raw that did its job in getting me more excited for their Extreme Rules match than I was before. It was executed the same way any pull apart brawl would be, but the crowd was into it, not to mention it was one of the few highlights of the show that night.
· Seth Rollins vs. Drew McIntyre: It's crazy to think that these two faced off a few times when the current incarnation of NXT initially launched in the summer of 2012, and now here they are having a match in the main event of Monday Night Raw. It was a great matchup, too, with Rollins once again having another show-stealing performance while McIntyre proved he belongs among the elite toward the top of the card. McIntyre's win was a pleasant surprise and gave me faith that officials are well aware of what they have in him.
· Team Hell No and The New Day vs. The Bludgeon Brothers: This was a typical case of two feuds coming together for one giant multi-man match ahead of a pay-per-view, but it was entertaining and successfully furthered the two feuds involved, so I can't complain. I like that New Day vs. SAnitY in a Tables matchup has been added to the Extreme Rules card and hope that can get SAnitY back on track after they lost decisively here. Meanwhile, I'm hoping Sunday will mark the end of Team Hell No's reunion run to allow Bryan to return to singles competition.
· AJ Styles and Jeff Hardy vs. Shinsuke Nakamura and Rusev: I enjoyed Styles vs. Nakamura before it turned into this tag team match, which was solid as well. Styles and Hardy are a fun pairing that I would love to see more of in the future. The heels winning was the right call in order to give them more momentum heading into the event, especially with Rusev pinning Hardy. I still don't see him capturing the WWE title, but at least he's being positioned as a threat.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Hideo Itami: Although Alexander has had stronger title defenses in recent months, this was a very good championship clash, nevertheless. Alexander has set back all challengers to his championship by having stellar showings every time, so I'm looking forward to finding out who will be next to step up and vie for the gold. As for Itami, he's been a fine fit so far in 205 Live, but he really needs to be let loose like he was in NXT because it's apparent he's being held back a bit. Perhaps him legitimately injuring The Brian Kendrick with the GTS back on Christmas hurt his confidence, but at this point, he's merely a shell of who he once was as a result of his limitations.
This Week's Low Points
· No mention of Brock Lesnar: Needless to say, the Brock Lesnar as Universal Champion experiment has to be considered a massive failure by this point, if only because no one has benefited from it and his appearances on WWE TV nowadays are so far and few between. However, the one time WWE actually has a reason to acknowledge his presence (coming off him showing up at UFC 226 and challenging Daniel Comier to a championship fight), he is persona non grata on Raw. I realize the focus of the show was meant to be on Extreme Rules, but Lesnar at UFC should have been treated as a major deal, especially considering he's the champ.
· Finn Balor and Bobby Roode vs. Baron Corbin and Elias: From an in-ring standpoint, this was a perfectly fine match with a good pace and energy, but I still couldn't care less about the Balor vs. Corbin feud. I doubt anything they do is going to change that, including a random tag team matchup also involving two other directionless wrestlers. Roode is floundering as a face, and as for Elias, he had so much momentum coming out of Money in the Bank, all of which was squandered when WWE failed to follow up on it.
· "Woken" Matt Hardy vs. Bo Dallas: This feud pitting Hardy and Bray Wyatt against The B-Team has been an absolute dud. Aside from the mildly amusing parodies of Hardy and Wyatt from Dallas and Curtis Axel, this program has offered nothing of note and I'm not excited for their Raw Tag Team Championship clash at Extreme Rules in the slightest. Hardy's latest outing with Dallas was abysmal at best and once again ended in fluky fashion with Dallas picking up the victory. Despite that, no one is expecting them to take the twin titles on Sunday because they are glorified comedic relief.
· Mojo Rawley vs. No Way Jose: After weeks of Rawley refusing to face Jose, he finally gave in this week and gave us the match nobody asked for. It was pretty pedestrian stuff and it had no crowd heat whatsoever. Rawley went over in clean fashion, so at least he isn't a victim of 50/50 booking, but I continue to be baffled that he is getting more an opportunity to shine over a guy like Chad Gable. I don't see much of a future for Rawley given how he is hardly above average in any area.
· Asuka vs. James Ellsworth: The non-finish to their match last week was a letdown, so I appreciated that WWE actually delivered on the inter-gender outing this week and allowed Asuka to annihilate Ellsworth. The rest of the SmackDown Live women's division surrounding the ring, though, was weak, because he hasn't had issues with them in many months if not close to a year. This was passable for what it was, but I remain underwhelmed by the Asuka vs. Carmella feud overall. Asuka being positioned as the underdog against Carmella isn't believable, even with Ellsworth by Carmella's side. What's worse is that I feel Asuka won't win at Extreme Rules, thus damaging her once-unstoppable aura even more.
