Week of July 18, 2015
Match of the Week: Cesaro vs. Kevin Owens vs. Rusev - Raw, July 13
For three consecutive weeks, Cesaro has been involved in the Match of the Week (though that shouldn't come as any surprise considering who we're dealing with here). And if that's not enough of an indication that he should be at the main event level, then I don't know what is. For the first time since John Cena starting issuing open challenges for his United States Championship, the U.S. Open was answered by not one, not two but three credible competitors on Monday's Raw: Cesaro, Kevin Owens and Rusev. Although Owens will do battle with Cena at Battleground on Sunday, he wanted to ensure that he'd be the one to take the title from The Champ and no one else. Thus, a Triple Threat match was made to determine a No. 1 Contender to the championship, and the three of them delivered a strong matchup filled with plenty of unpredictability and suspenseful near-falls. Although Rusev came out on top, Cesaro scored a measure of revenge only days later on SmackDown when he became the only second person to beat him by way of pinfall. 

Superstar of the Week: Sasha Banks
It's been a banner week for women's wrestling in WWE, and if all goes well, this week could quite possibly go down as a major turning point for the Divas division. On Monday's Raw, the moment we've all been waiting for finally came to fruition: the arrival of Charlotte, Becky Lynch and Sasha Banks! They were introduced by Stephanie McMahon (who was acting babyface for some odd reason) and formed alliances with the likes of Paige, Naomi and Tamina in their crusade against the Bella Army. What followed was an amazing showcase of the skills that these incredible talents possess, a segment that received rave reviews and "This is awesome!" chants from the crowd. Quite honestly, any one of those women could have earned this award, but the only thing separating Sasha from the rest was her successful title defense on NXT. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, July 13
Normally when I give the Show of the Week award to Monday Night Raw, it doesn't always mean it was a stellar show. Rather, it just happened to be better than NXT and SmackDown, but that wasn't the case this week. We've had some good to great editions of Raw in 2015, but this past week's episode deserves to be ranked among the best of them. It was one of those rare times where WWE made excellent use of the three hours in not only delivering strong hype for Sunday's Battleground, but also providing above average in-ring action and newsworthy segments and moments including the debuts of Charlotte, Sasha Banks and Becky Lynch as well as the return of Stardust. Granted, it was by no means a perfect show, but it was highly entertaining on the whole and left me optimistic about the upcoming pay-per-view, which has the potential to be one of the year's elite events if executed properly. And how often can you saw that the women stole the show? Here's hoping that trend continues with the women's revolution now in motion. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Brock Lesnar and Seth Rollins: The build to Lesnar vs. Rollins for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship at Battleground has been extremely well done over the past month. For once, WWE went with a narrative (making fans wait to see Lesnar give him the brutal beating that's been coming to him) and stuck with it for the entire feud. Their bookend segments on Raw this week were also entertaining with Heyman shining on the mic once again and Rollins cutting a fired up promo at the end of the show. Lesnar's attack on Kane ensures there won't be any interference in the upcoming title match, or so we hope.
· Charlotte, Sasha Banks and Becky Lynch debut on Raw: Wow! It's been some time since a women's segment on Raw blew me away like what we saw on Monday night. An argument can be made that they should have been called up and established individually, but there's no denying that they kicked off their main roster runs with a ton of momentum. As monumental of a moment as it was, the key now is in the follow-up. The Divas division will go back to meaning absolutely nothing if WWE doesn't follow up on their promise of rebranding them and giving them storylines fans can connect with.
· Ryback and Randy Orton vs. Big Show and Sheamus: On paper, this seemed like it would be a boring match, but it was actually the opposite. While not a great tag match, it was entertaining for the most part and all four competitors put forth a strong effort. The final few minutes were fun and it was effective in furthering both of the feuds involved. To top it all off, The Miz was hilarious on commentary and played his part well. It's a shame Ryback got injured because this was one of the matches I was looking forward to seeing at Battleground.
· Cesaro vs. Rusev: Is it bad that I'm glad Dolph Ziggler is off TV for the time being? His absence has allowed Rusev to contest matches he's capable of with quality opponents. He and Cesaro produced an exceptional match on SmackDown that was fitting of their respective styles and gave Cesaro a huge win with him becoming only the second man to pin Rusev. As inconsequential as SmackDown tends to be, this is one match I'd recommend you go out of you way to watch.
· Charlotte vs. Sasha Banks: When Sasha and Charlotte are going up against each other, you know you're in for a treat. The timing of this match couldn't have been better with it taking place only two days after their memorable debuts on Monday's Raw. I'm not typically a fan of seeing the same match a million times over, but when you have two women who have as much in-ring chemistry as these two do, you can't complain. While this wasn't their greatest encounter of all-time, it was still very good and worthy of closing out Wednesday's episode. There's no doubt in my mind that Charlotte and Sasha could viably main event an edition of Raw if WWE treated them like the stars that they are on NXT. Mark my words!
This Week's Low Points
· King Barrett vs. R-Truth: I think I've run out of words to use to describe my empathy toward this "feud." I find it unbelieveable that it's been going on for almost two months and of all the matches they've contested against each other, Barrett has won only one. Their matches haven't been anything special, either, so the crowds sit on their hands the entire time. By this point, I'm legitimately convinced WWE hates Barrett. Why else would they be wasting someone with as much potential as he does? Barrett unfortunately might be at the point of no return, regardless of whether he wins or loses against Truth at Battleground.
· John Cena vs. Rusev: I was much more interested in seeing Rusev vs. Cena again after Rusev earned a shot by winning the Triple Threat match as opposed to before, but the dynamic of this match was bizarre. Rusev, who had just worked his tail off in a competitive 20 minute-plus match, was forced to go up against a fresh babyface Cena immediately after. As you can tell, the roles should have been reversed. Not only that, but Cena was stuck in a precarious position only minutes into the match and might have tapped out (okay, maybe not) had it not been for the interference from Kevin Owens.
· Stardust returns as Stardust: First and foremost, I'll start off by saying that I'm happy to see Cody Rhodes back on TV following the passing of his father Dusty Rhodes a little over a month ago. I'm not "mad" at him for coming back as Stardust and I understand he may enjoy portraying the character, but I'd much prefer to see him as Cody Rhodes as the Stardust shtick ran its course long ago. It wouldn't be as bad if WWE actually had an idea how to utilize him, but they don't. The least they can do is turn him babyface in the very near future.
· King Barrett vs. Jack Swagger: I've ranted on and on about the misuse of Barrett as of late (and most recently in one of the above paragraphs), so I don't feel to repeat myself here. However, WWE has to understand that putting Barrett against people that aren't any more over than he is, isn't going to benefit him any. The match was an afterthought as R-Truth came out afterward acting like a clown per usual. If Swagger was to be released sometime soon, I wouldn't be surprised in the slightest.
· Roman Reigns and Dean Ambrose vs. Big Show and Sheamus: This wasn't a bad match per se and it did feature some cool moments (i.e. Ambrose's DDT to Show through the commentary table), but it was mostly formulaic and the disqualification finish made it feel like a waste of time. Moreover, it was beyond random. Reigns is feuding with Bray Wyatt, Show is feuding with Ryback and Miz, and Sheamus is feuding with Randy Orton. Was it ever explained why this match happened to begin with? It might have been an excuse just to give us another brawl between Reigns and Wyatt, but their talking segment to start the show was enough for me. The whole match seemed like something you'd see on a house show.
