WEEK OF JULY 19, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: CHRIS JERICHO VS. LUKE HARPER - SMACKDOWN, JULY 18
Despite being out of action for a year, Chris Jericho has shown no signs of ring rust since returning to WWE on the June 30 Raw. His match against Luke Harper on this week's SmackDown was pure proof of that. Harper is without a doubt the best worker of The Wyatt Family given his background on the independent scene. He's had several great bouts against the likes of CM Punk, Daniel Bryan and John Cena in the last year and now Jericho can be added to that list. Only two days before Jericho goes to war with Bray Wyatt at WWE Battleground, Y2J went one-on-one with Wyatt's right-hand man Harper. The two had a very enjoyable exchange that saw them bring the best out of each other. Despite the presence of Wyatt and Erick Rowan at ringside, Jericho still managed to steal a win against Harper via a roll-up before being ambushed by the bearded clan. Will he be able to do the same on Sunday when he and Wyatt finally face off? 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: THE MIZ
The Miz, in my opinion, has been greatly overlooked since his return to WWE in late June. Perhaps I'm just being bias because I'm a "Mizfit," but Miz has come a long way since earlier this year. No longer does he have an ill-defined character that could be considered a face or a heel. No longer is he the loudmouth that exclaims how awesome he is. Now he's a bona fide movie star that is very protective of his face. Sure, it's a gimmick that's been done before, but it works perfectly for The Awesome One. Miz forced fans to take notice of his recent repacking with his clean victory over Sheamus on this week's Raw. Although he came up short on Main Event and SmackDown, he had good showings on both shows. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: FRIDAY NIGHT SMACKDOWN, JULY 18
No show this week stood out as being better all-around than the rest, but the program that came closest was SmackDown. On paper, it may not have looked like the strongest show in recent memory, but it ultimately exceeded expectations with the matches and segments presented. As noted above, Chris Jericho vs. Luke Harper was a very good matchup that I'd recommend to anyone to check out. Alberto Del Rio vs. Kofi Kingston, while a match that's been done to death, was fun while it lasted. Even Dean Ambrose vs. Kane was a decent bout that served as the prelude to the vicious beating from Seth Rollins on Ambrose afterward. In any event, the main goal of this week's programming was to build toward Battleground on Sunday, so in that respect, I'd say WWE succeeded. Battleground is shaping up to be a strong show with what's been announced and the hype it received on Raw and SmackDown this week made me that much more excited for the event. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· The Miz vs. Sheamus: Sheamus and Miz have had countless matches against each other in the past, but it's been so long since they last clashed that I didn't mind seeing them face off this week. In fact, it felt fresh enough to the point where a feud between them would actually be something I'd like to see at some point. Both of their matches on Raw and Main Event, respectively, were well-wrestled and Miz beating Sheamus clean was a pleasant surprise. I wasn't a fan of Sheamus getting his win back so quickly the next night, though.
· Zeb Colter and Lana debate: I don't usually enjoy debates in wrestling because they usually result in being train wrecks, but this was absolutely excellent. Colter has gotten over in a big way as the patriotic mouthpiece and Lana continues to flourish in her role. The actual verbiage in this segment was nothing special, but the crowd was excited to see Jack Swagger and Rusev go at it. I never thought I'd say this, but I'm very much looking forward to Swagger vs. Rusev at Battleground.
· Bo Dallas vs. The Great Khali: Mark this down as the only day ever that something involving The Great Khali will make the "Highlights" column. His match was kept short and sweet, like every Khali match should be. Dallas scored a big win (literally and figuratively) via count-out, but his antics were what made this hilarious. Dallas had me laughing out loud when he yelled, "Bad giant!" at Khali during the match. Total gold.
· Sami Zayn vs. Tyson Kidd: Unsurprisingly, these two had a great match in the main event of NXT this week. Their similar styles meshed very well and they developed fun chemistry throughout. The action was entertaining from start to finish. Although Kidd lost in clean, decisive fashion, I don't see him being negatively affected by the loss. He's been doing the best work of his career in NXT as of late and I surely hope that this isn't the end of the line for this feud.
· Ryback vs. R-Truth: Not only does Khali make the "Highlights" column this week, but so does R-Truth! What has this world come to?! In all seriousness, this was one of the best Superstars matches in recent memory. You wouldn't think so given who the competitors were, but they worked a good match, especially down the stretch. The best part of the bout came toward the end when Ryback started chanting "Feed Me More!" Could the popular catchphrase that got Ryback over to begin with be coming back soon? Man, I really hope so.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Ric Flair returns: This was just flat-out disappointing. Don't get me wrong, I'm happy as anyone whenever Flair makes his way to Raw, but I failed to see what the point of this was supposed to be. After being heavily hyped throughout the night, Flair was briefly interviewed by Renee Young in the ring, giving his prediction for who will win the world title match on Sunday and that was it. Unless he was planting the seeds for a future heel turn where he turns on John Cena, then this was pointless. Please, WWE, don't bring back a major Legend without having a direction in mind for him.
· Cesaro: What's been the deal with Cesaro as of late? He was being pushed strongly coming out of WrestleMania and his pairing with Paul Heyman, but he's lost almost every one of his matches since Money in the Bank. I assume this is being done to make his rumored Intercontinental Championship victory at Battleground come across as a bigger surprise, but even still, a lot of damage has been done to Cesaro in recent weeks. If he doesn't capture the hold on Sunday, then I simply have no idea what WWE is doing with him right now.
· Alberto Del Rio vs. Rob Van Dam: It wasn't a bad match by any means, but outside of promoting the Intercontinental Championship Battle Royal, the match was meaningless. Both guys have lost so much in recent months that pitting them against each other was somewhat comical since no one had any reason to care who would win. RVD was being used well when he was chasing the Intercontinental Championship, but they've really dropped the ball on him and his popularity in the last month or so.
· Nikki Bella: From a storyline standpoint, I understand why this is happening. Stephanie McMahon wants to get back at Brie Bella for slapping her at Payback by punishing her sister. It's simple storytelling. But it's been so poorly executed because it's literally been the same thing every week with Nikki competing in Handicap matches. Worse yet, fans have little to no connection with Nikki, so they therefore feel no sympathy for her when she's being attacked.
· Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady vs. The Vaudevillians: I was excited to see Amore and Cassady back in action together, but everything about it was off. Not only was their first match back not advertised at all beforehand, but the match was mere minutes long and they lost. It furthered their feud with The Legionnaires, but at least make the match a bit longer than a few minutes. At least the tag team division in NXT is starting to look up.
