Week of July 1, 2017
Match of the Week: Asuka vs. Nikki Cross: NXT Women's Championship Last Woman Standing Match - NXT, June 28
Could you believe that prior to this past Wednesday night, we never had a Last Woman Standing match in WWE, let alone NXT? This was the perfect matchup to have Asuka and Nikki Cross blow off their ruthless rivalry in considering they held nothing back against each other and did everything imaginable to make this match as memorable as possible. They definitely did not fail in their quest to make history as well as entertain the audience because the end result was exceptional. At this point, it doesn't appear anyone can dethrone Asuka as champion. 

Superstar of the Week: Carmella
Exactly one year ago, Carmella was struggling to find her footing on her own in NXT after Enzo Amore and Big Cass were called up to WWE's main roster. One year later, she is the first-ever Ms. Money in the Bank. How awesome is that? The accolade is well-deserved, and despite interference from James Ellsworth on Tuesday's SmackDown Live, she still managed to capture the briefcase for a second time by beating down Becky Lynch and retrieving the contract herself. Now the question turns to when she will cash in her guaranteed title opportunity. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, June 28
This past week was nothing short of historic for the women of WWE, because for the first time ever, they headlined all of WWE's main shows: Raw, SmackDown Live and NXT. And interestingly enough, each of those three programs were quite good this week. You could call any of them the "Show of the Week" and you wouldn't be wrong, but personally, I preferred NXT from Wednesday night. Of course, the incredible Last Woman Standing match in the main event stole the show, but the rest of the episode was enjoyable as well with Hideo Itami vs. Oney Lorcan and a few great video packages. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Samoa Joe attacks Brock Lesnar: Once again, Joe and Lesnar knocked it out of the park with their latest heated encounter on Monday's Raw. Everything about this rivalry between the two has been fantastic since it started at Extreme Rules and it is easily the best thing going on the flagship show at the moment heading into Great Balls of Fire. I especially appreciate how strong Joe has been made to look against Lesnar, which is extremely rare. He could very well get squashed when they go one-on-one next Sunday (though I hope not), but in the meantime, I have loved everything these two have done together.
· Women's Gauntlet match: I certainly did not think WWE would go with this match as the main event of Raw, but I'm glad they did because it deserved to. It was very well laid out with Nia Jax dominating the field for the first 20 minutes and beating everyone she was put up against before meeting her match in Sasha Banks. The final few minutes were fun and now Banks punches her ticket to face Alexa Bliss for the Raw Women's Championship at Great Balls of Fire, a match/feud that has the potential to be something special.
· Finn Balor and The Hardy Boyz vs. Elias Samson, Sheamus and Cesaro: As much as I wish WWE was doing more with Balor at the moment than a throwaway program with Samson, this was a very entertaining six-man tag team match. The babyfaces in particular had a nice chemistry and the audience was engaged in the action. My only gripe with this matchup was the actor on commentary talking about his upcoming WWE Studios project with Sheamus. I understand the tie-in there, but I'm sure most people couldn't care less and he took away from the bout for me.
· Women's Money in the Bank Ladder match: It's hard to say whether the rematch was better or worse than the original, but I liked it, nevertheless. All six women put forth a commendable effort and proved they belonged in that spot. As noted earlier, I was totally in favor of Carmella retrieving the briefcase again. She received so much heat for winning it the way she did at the pay-per-view, and that would have gone to waste if someone else won the rematch.
· Sami Zayn vs. Baron Corbin: Corbin is already off to a solid start as Mr. Money in the Bank, despite the fact we have yet to hear from him on SmackDown Live (Talking Smack doesn't count in this case) regarding his huge victory at the pay-per-view. Other than that, it was important he wrapped up his rivalry with Zayn before moving on to his apparent program with Shinsuke Nakamura. The two rivals contested a very good match on Tuesday night that saw Corbin finally score a decisive victory versus Zayn. Speaking of whom, I assume Zayn will be just fine considering it looks like he's headed for a feud with the debuting Mike Kanellis. Expect them to square off at Battleground next month.
This Week's Low Points
· Miz TV with the Ball family: The Miz has a tendency to turn train wrecks into tolerable television, but sadly, he was unable to get this segment back on track after it flew off the rails on Monday night. I don't follow basketball, so I had almost zero clue who the Ball family was, and quite frankly, I didn't care, along with most other wrestling fans, hence why they were booed. LaVar Ball acted like a total goof, and while there were those who found it to be funny, it was a complete waste of time in my opinion. Worse yet, LaMelo Ball dropping the n-word out of nowhere (twice) was an major embarrassment, especially for WWE.
· The Miz, Curtis Axel and Bo Dallas vs. Dean Ambrose, Heath Slater and Rhyno: I guess WWE knew that Miz TV would do nothing to further the feud between Miz and Ambrose, so they gave us this six-man tag team match instead. To say the least, it wasn't nearly as enjoyable as the other six-man tag team match from earlier in the evening. Of course, the Miz vs. Ambrose needs to end as soon as possible, but Miz, Axel and Dallas simply don't have great chemistry as a trio, either. Miz might need a new entourage.
· Naomi vs. Lana: I'm not going to lie, this match was probably exactly what it should have been. I can't say I was excited for their rematch on SmackDown Live after their first matchup at Money in the Bank was barely mediocre. That said, it ends up in the "Low Points" column because its brevity likely means the Lana experiment is already over. It's not that I'm complaining, but why bother investing so much time into her if that'd be the case? I suppose we'll see where she goes from here, but two quick losses to Naomi have caused her to lose any momentum she had going for her.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Ariya Daivari: The match itself was on its way to being good before the interference from Noam Dar. It has become a running joke at this point that Alexander and Dar constantly say their bad blood is over, but it never is. To put this into perspective for you, this rivalry has been going on since 205 Live debuted in November. Oh, and by the way, Alexander suffered his first loss in many months to Daivari of all people in this match. What a shame.
· The Velveteen Dream vs. HoHo Lun: We are at the point where Dream needs to starting off what he is truly capable of, not only in the ring, but character-wise as well. I mean, what is he all about? Beyond those brief vignettes that aired for him months ago, we have no idea why he's here and what he wants to accomplish. As I've said before, he seems to be an impressive athlete in the ring and his flying elbow finisher is a thing of beauty, but by his third squash, there must be more to go off of. Sure, Drew McIntyre and Aleister Black don't have direction right now, either, but at least they are getting reactions from the crowd. So far, Dream hasn't elicited much heat from the audience.
