WEEK OF JULY 20, 2013
MATCH OF THE WEEK: ROB VAN DAM VS. CHRIS JERICHO - RAW, JULY 15
After a six-year absence, Rob Van Dam finally made his highly anticipated return to the WWE at last Sunday's Money in the Bank pay-per-view. Not only did he make an impact at the event, but he carried his strong momentum in the next night's edition of Monday Night Raw as well. In an attempt to impress Triple H and Stephanie McMahon, newly appointed Raw General Manager Brad Maddox made a huge match for later in the evening: Rob Van Dam vs. Chris Jericho. After both in-ring veterans received loud reactions from the hot Brooklyn crowd, the match was underway. While it started out slow, the bout quickly picked up pace and it was smooth sailing after the second commercial break. Their back-and-forth matchup lasted over 20 minutes, a rarity in today's day and age. In the end, RVD landed a picture perfect Five Star Frog Splash on Jericho for the victory. This is one match that was awesome 11 years ago, and is still awesome 11 years later. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: RANDY ORTON
After a lackluster 2012, Randy Orton has bounced back in a big way in the new year. Sure, it took a few months, but it is finally starting to look like Orton is close to regaining his spot atop the WWE. At Money in the Bank, Orton conquered five of the best all-stars that the WWE had to offer to win the Raw Money in the Bank briefcase, which guarantees him a future WWE Championship match at any time and place of his choosing. The next night on Raw, Orton soundly defeated Fandango in their first ever match against one another. He then went on to knock off World Heavyweight Champion Alberto Del Rio in a non-title match on SmackDown. Hopefully Orton's injury isn't too serious, as he might very well be WWE Champion before all is said and done. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: WWE MONEY IN THE BANK
Since its inception in 2010, the WWE Money in the Bank pay-per-view has always been one to watch with its exciting action and monumental moments. This year's installment had quite a bit of pressure on it, especially considering the fact last month's WWE Payback event was absolutely extraordinary and previous Money in the Bank events proved to be some of the best of the year. This year's event, however, ultimately lived up to the hype it received going into it and exceeded this viewer's expectations of being an excellent show. Not only were both Money in the Bank Ladder matches extremely entertaining, but the two world title matches also featured solid action. Hell, even the mid-card matches were fine for what they were. Most of the matches were predictable, but predictability isn't always a bad thing. There were a number of angles and feuds furthered on this show that gave members of WWE Universe plenty to look forward to going into next month's SummerSlam event. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· All-Stars Money in the Bank Match: This was one hell of a match and easily one of the most brutal bouts we've seen on WWE television in years. Needless to say, it was the match of the night at Money in the Bank and featured fantastic action that no viewer will be forgetting any time soon.
· Damien Sandow and Cody Rhodes: Not only was the World Heavyweight Championship Contract Money in the Bank Ladder match better than originally expected, but the finish couldn't have been booked better. I love the idea of Sandow as Mr. Money in the Bank, Rhodes as a babyface and the idea of these two feuding going into SummerSlam.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Alberto Del Rio: Although they've had what feels like a thousand matches against one another, both of their bouts at Money in the Bank and on Raw respectively were excellent. Ziggler's breakup with AJ Lee was also very well executed and has me looking forward to the eventual payoff at SummerSlam between Ziggler and Big E Langston.
· John Cena vs. Mark Henry: I wasn't a fan of the finish, but their WWE Championship match at Money in the Bank was strong. I expected Cena to retain anyway, so I wasn't all that surprised that Henry came up short of capturing the title. However, was it really necessary to have Henry tap out?
· The Shield vs. The Usos: I did not at all expect this match to be as hot as it was. I thought it would be a decent match going in, but nowhere near as good as it ended up being. The Shield gave The Usos their best match yet and I hope this wasn't the last we've seen of the two teams.
· CM Punk, Paul Heyman and Brock Lesnar: The fact Heyman turned on Punk during the All-Stars match at Money in the Bank was great. Their subsequent promo on Raw was easily one of the best segments on Raw all year. Heyman and Punk are two of the best talkers in WWE today, so it should come as no surprise that their current feud has been extremely entertaining thus far. Lesnar's attack on Punk was just plain awesome and made Punk look like the sympathetic babyface that he should be going into SummerSlam.
· John Cena and Daniel Bryan: I was curious how they were going to get Bryan in the WWE Championship picture, so I thought this was brilliantly booked. Bryan's was way over with the Brooklyn crowd, and I can't at all wait for his upcoming title match with Cena. It's also nice to see WWE confirm the SummerSlam main event this early, giving fans something to look forward to.
· The Wyatt Family: These guys are money. Plain and simple. Their attack on R-Truth on Raw was great, but Bray Wyatt's promo was even better. The same can be said for their attack on Justin Gabriel and 3MB on WWE Main Event. If they can keep this up, I see a very bright future for this treacherous trio.
· Curtis Axel vs. Chris Jericho: These two always work well together, but I thought this was their best match to date. Axel successfully retaining his Intercontinental Championship against Jericho does wonders for his reign. Ryback attacking Jericho shortly thereafter was a good way of writing him out of strorylines for the foreseeable future so he can tour with his band Fozzy.
· Randy Orton vs. Alberto Del Rio: These two also have great chemistry and had another quality contest on SmackDown. I understand Orton won to continue his strong momentum, but I hope it doesn't lead to a title match between the two at SummerSlam, which wouldn't make sense with Orton being Mr. Money in the Bank at the moment.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Brad Maddox promo: His performances on Raw and SmackDown this week were exceptional, but his promo at Money in the Bank was just plain awful. Seriously, what point did that serve? He was an awkward heel that the crowd didn't even bother to boo. He has talent, but this was not a good way of kicking off his reign as Raw General Manager.
· Vickie Guerrero as SmackDown General Manager: Speaking of General Managers, I am not a fan of this move whatsoever. Guerrero just got off of being the Managing Supervisor of Raw, so why would I want to see her take charge of SmackDown? I realize Guerrero gets nuclear heat from live crowds, but she either needs to move into a managerial role and just go away for a long while.
· Curtis Axel vs. The Miz: While the match wasn't necessarily bad, it was nowhere near as good as their match from WWE Payback. It was well wrestled and all, but it failed to engage the audience. I'm glad Axel went over cleanly, but a win over Miz these days doesn't mean as much as it once did, which is a shame.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Wade Barrett: This isn't in the "Low Lights" section for the match quality, but rather for its brevity. They've had great matches in the past, so why not give them more time to shine? It was meant to give Bryan more momentum, but a few more minutes wouldn't have hurt.
· Natalya and Layla vs. Alicia Fox and Aksana: While AJ Lee and Kaitlyn continue to have great matches on pay-per-view, the rest of the Divas division continues to flounder. This bout was pretty pointless and wasn't anything out of the ordinary. If WWE want fans to care about their matches, then they should be given proper storylines and matches that actually mean something.
