Week of July 22, 2017
Match of the Week: Roman Reigns vs. Samoa Joe: Universal Championship No. 1 Contender's Match - Raw, July 17
For the second straight week, Roman Reigns is a part of the "Match of the Week," and that is no coincidence. The guy is a great performer, no matter how many moves are in his arsenal. Similar to his series of matches with Braun Strowman, Reigns has strong chemistry with Samoa Joe and they once again put forth a fantastic effort in the Raw main event in an attempt to determine a No. 1 contender to the Universal Championship. Granted, Braun Strowman's interference was pretty predictable, but everything prior to that point was damn entertaining. 

Superstar of the Week: Mustafa Ali
You would never know that Mustafa Ali has been having one of the better feuds on WWE programming as of late with Drew Gulak because it has never been exposed on Raw. Rather, it's been tucked away on 205 Live, which might explain why it's been booked brilliantly (without it being watered-down on Raw). After trading two wins apiece, their feud finally culminated with a win for Ali in an excellent 2-out-of-3 Falls match on 205 Live, one night removed from when he and Gentleman Jack Gallagher won a tag team matchup. It was a landmark week for Ali. 

Show of the Week: WWE 205 Live, July 18
I'm not sure if I have ever named 205 Live the "Show of the Week" before, but I'm willing to throw the program a bone this week after the above-average episode on Tuesday. Each of the three matches that took place served some sort of purpose, with Akira Tozawa vs. Ariya Daivari engaging in a rematch from Raw that was actually half-decent. The Brian Kendrick also continued to mock Gentleman Jack Gallagher by beating Englishman Devin Bennett. Best of all, Mustafa Ali and Drew Gulak contested a highly entertaining 2-out-of-3 Falls match to kick off the evening. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Hardy Boyz vs. The Revival: I figured this first time ever encounter would be saved for SummerSlam, but perhaps WWE has something bigger planned for the pay-per-view instead (here's hoping it isn't just another multi-team tag title match). Nevertheless, this was a highly enjoyable match that started out slow and picked up down the stretch with a fun finishing sequence. The Revival are such a damn fun tandem and I loved that they are continuing to build momentum by beating The Hardyz via nefarious means. With Matt and Jeff suffering another defeat, how long will it be until they become "broken"?
· AJ Styles and Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Kevin Owens and Baron Corbin: Similar to last week's SmackDown Live main event, this was solid albeit formulaic early on before becoming a ton of fun down the stretch. All four stars played their roles well and I liked how the heels picked up the win merely by outsmarting the babyfaces. Meanwhile, it's always surreal seeing Styles and Nakamura team up in a WWE ring, though it would be best for WWE to hold off on their inevitable matchup until WrestleMania 34, not SummerSlam.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Becky Lynch: As I discussed in depth last week, I am no fan of how WWE is booking the women's division on SmackDown Live at the moment, nor am I looking forward to the Fatal 5-Way at Battleground. That said, this was a terrific match from two women who have awesome in-ring chemistry together. It's one of the biggest bouts the division can do, so I would have at least advertised it in advance. Lynch emerging victorious in clean fashion was a pleasant surprise and much-needed considering how much she has lost lately. Charlotte will be just fine.
· Ember Moon vs. Ruby Riot: Moon's first match back from injury was slightly shaky, but this was a significant improvement. Riot deserves credit for having a strong showing as well and they kicked off NXT on a high note with a well-wrestled matchup on Wednesday night. Some people are no longer convinced she should be the one to take the NXT Women's Championship from Asuka, but I suppose we'll see whether she'll start to heat up again in the next month.
· Oney Lorcan vs. Danny Burch: Neither of these guys may be breakout stars at this point, but they're exceptionally skilled in the ring and never cease to produce entertaining matches. This was an exciting short sprint from Lorcan and Burch that allowed them to not hold anything back and completely capture the crowd. Lorcan coming out on top would lead you to believe that he's on the verge of receiving a push at long last, but rather, I assume he'll be losing to a more notable name, perhaps at TakeOver: Brooklyn. Despite that, Lorcan has been killing it on NXT TV this year with hidden gems such as this one. I'd go so far as to say he is NXT's most underrated athlete.
This Week's Low Points
· Jason Jordan is Kurt Angle's son: I wasn't as disappointed by the payoff to this angle as much as everyone else seemed to be, but when you really think about it, you realize this was likely thrown together a few weeks ago. Otherwise, how would this have been "damaging" to Angle's career? He had a kid many years ago that he didn't know about, and he just so happens to be a WWE Superstar. There's nothing too controversial about that. Meanwhile, Jordan can be a real player on his own, but in my opinion, it would have made more sense to reveal Chad Gable as Angle's son given their similar character traits.
· Enzo Amore promo: I don't want to put the entire segment that also featured Big Cass and Big Show in the "Low Points" column because the brawl between them was well done and effectively put heat on Cass. However, the promo that preceded it from Enzo was not among his best mic work. I've praised him several times over the last month for his promos and how real they felt, but it was weird for him to call Cass out and then immediately retreat to the crowd, looking like a coward in the process. Hell, he even hid behind a kid!
· Mustafa Ali and Gentleman Jack Gallagher vs. Drew Gulak and The Brian Kendrick: While I appreciated that this furthered the feuds involved, the match itself was flat and did the Cruiserweight division no favors because it was two measly minutes long. I'm not sure how WWE expects fans to get invested in these guys if they aren't being granted the time on the flagship program to showcase their skills. They've basically been given the spot the women once had with their matches constantly getting cut short. It's a very lazy way to present the division and thus no one will care.
· Randy Orton and Jinder Mahal: Another week where Orton and Mahal wind up in the "Low Points" column because of uninspiring mic work. It should be very telling that these two have not been featured in the last segment on SmackDown Live almost at all since their feud started three months ago. Mahal hasn't been booked terribly as champion, but when he same things about race and whatnot like he did here, he doesn't come across like a main event star. It's time for this feud to end.
· John Cena promo: Cena can cut a strong promo when he wants to. Long gone are the days of him making stupid jokes that everyone rolls their eyes at. That said, his was one of his weakest promos in recent memory. I understood what he was going for when he referenced all those American events from our nation's history, but it had very little to do with his Flag match coming up against Rusev. Cena getting patriotic for PSAs and public speaking is fine, but I feel like I've heard him say the same things over and over in his promos. If nothing else, I was glad Rusev scored a measure of momentum over Cena by attacking him considering it's virtually guaranteed that Cena is winning their match.
