Week of July 25, 2015
Match of the Week: John Cena vs. Kevin Owens - Battleground, July 19
I've said it before and I'll say it again: John Cena and Kevin Owens just might be the perfect rivals. They make magic every time they're in the ring together and their latest encounter at the Battleground pay-per-view was no exception. Granted, it wasn't their best bout to date (I still say their Elimination Chamber and Money in the Bank matches were better), but it was easily the biggest highlight last Sunday. Other than relying too much on trading finishers, they once again told a stellar story with both guys attempting to go to any length to ensure they took home the star-spangled prize. Owens kicking out of the top rope Attitude Adjustment was enough to make him look strong in defeat, but I could have done without him taping out to the STF in the end (which I'll discuss more in-depth in the "Low Points" section). Questionable finish aside, this was another gem of a match between the two, but it leaves me wondering what's next for them. If Raw was any indication, Cena and Owens have moved on to new feuds, and it might be wise to put the rivalry to rest for right now. 

Superstar of the Week: The Undertaker
Can you believe in the near three years I've been doing this Week in Review column that The Undertaker has never been the Superstar of the Week? Okay, so it might not be too hard to believe considering he's hardly ever around, but it was well deserved this week with his shocking return at Sunday's Battleground pay-per-view and his impressive showing the next night on Raw during his epic brawl with Brock Lesnar. He had been rumored for the event, but it was honestly the last thing on my mind during the WWE World Heavyweight Championship main event. I wasn't too thrilled with the idea of Undertaker vs. Lesnar at SummerSlam, but they managed to change my mind with their awesome encounter on Monday night. It made for must-see television and gave me hope that this rematch might end up delivering in the ring after all. 

Show of the Week: WWE Battleground, July 19
I've seen plenty of mixed reviews of Battleground since Sunday, but personally, I thought it was one of the strongest WWE pay-per-views has done since WrestleMania 31. Monday's Raw was entertaining on the whole and even SmackDown on Thursday exceeded expectations, but Battleground left me satisfied by the night's end. Was it a perfectly booked event up and down the card? Absolutely not, as I wasn't a fan of the finishes to the main event or the United States Championship match, but the in-ring action was excellent for almost all of the matches. This day and age, not every match on the show needs to hit a home run in order for the pay-per-view to be considered above average, or at least in my opinion. The first several matches were well wrestled and I enjoyed the outcome of each bout. Moreover, it set the stage nicely for SummerSlam next month, which is slowly shaping up to be one of the biggest blockbusters in recent memory. If you didn't like Battleground, that's fine, but it's hard to nitpick a show that didn't have many low points. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Undertaker and Brock Lesnar: Holy hell! As mentioned above, a rematch with Lesnar at SummerSlam wasn't the first match I had in mind for Undertaker upon his return, but their brawl on Raw changed my mind within minutes. It was intense, explosive and just flat-out awesome. It perhaps the best Undertaker looked in a long time and made me hopeful that their feud won't disappoint this time around like it did going into WrestleMania 30. It was undoubtedly the hottest thing on the show this pas week, but now the question is who goes over in their match. Then again, we can cross that bridge when we get to it.
· The Wyatt Family reunites: I've been petitioning for this for quite some time now and I couldn't have been happier to see WWE finally pull the trigger on the reunion of Bray Wyatt and Luke Harper on Sunday night. Granted, it's not a full-blown revival without Erick Rowan, but I'm sure he'll be added back into the mix upon his return from injury. As for the match between Wyatt and Roman Reigns, it was rather full for the first half, but they picked up the pace nicely down the stretch. It was encouraging for Wyatt to win for once, even if the idea is to give Reigns his win back in a tag team match at SummerSlam.
· John Cena, Cesaro and Randy Orton vs. Kevin Owens, Rusev and Sheamus: This was a star-studded six-man tag team match on paper, but I was surprised to see it go on last. Why not close out the show with the hot Undertaker and Lesnar angle? Nevertheless, it was entertaining on the whole, even if it came across like a main event to a house show. It's fine for them to send the crowd home happy this way every once in a while, but there wasn't any indication what's next for any of these guys other than the heels turning on each other.
· Seth Rollins vs. Cesaro: To my knowledge, this marked the first time these two have ever clashed one-on-one in WWE, so it was cool to see them face off in the main event of SmackDown this week. Their crowd-pleasing offense is so similar that they unsurprisingly delivered a highly entertaining match with plenty of counters mixed in. Rollins winning by way of underhanded tactics helped put heat on him, while Owens' post-match attack on Cesaro officially kicked off their feud.
· NXT Championship contract signing: Contract signings are contract signings, even in NXT. It's hard to get excited about the idea of a contract signing these days, but in NXT, they're done so much more efficiently. First off, they don't drag on forever. Secondly, William Regal (the person overseeing the signing) plays his part perfectly by not getting involved too much. Finally, the mic work from both men was excellent and kept to a minimum. I'm sure this is only a small preview of what we'll see them do before NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn in about a month, but I'd like for them to mention how their next title encounter will be a rubber match in their series. It does quite a bit to make it feel more meaningful.
This Week's Low Points
· Kevin Owens taps out: Let's not forget just how great of a match John Cena and Owens contested for the third consecutive pay-per-view, but the finish was mind-boggling. It was bad enough that Owens lost (he really should have won the title here in my opinion after the two previous clean losses he's taken in the last month), but did he really have to tap out? I would have been fine with Cena pinning him with the Attitude Adjustment off the top rope and having him win there. Worse yet, Owens wasn't even given the chance to speak on Raw! Yes, he spoke on SmackDown, but the audience is much smaller and many people probably didn't even see it.
· Battleground goes off the air without a winner to the main event: As awesome as it was to see The Undertaker return at the conclusion of Battleground, I'd be remiss if I didn't complain about the main event never actually ending. The non-finish was a wise way of keeping the belt on Seth Rollins while simultaneously protecting Brock Lesnar, but it wouldn't have killed WWE to at least announce a winner to the match. Not even a bell ring to signify it's over? Nothing? Furthermore, I don't think it would have been as bothersome if the show didn't go off 15 minutes early as it was.
· Big Show vs. The Miz: I fully understand WWE had to come up with something on the spot after Ryback got injured only days before he was set to defend his Intercontinental Championship at Battleground, but the segment with Miz and Show that aired in its place was pointless. It furthered their feud in a way and I'm glad it didn't overstay its welcome, but Show making quick work of Miz at both Battleground and on Raw didn't do anyone any favors. The heel-heel dynamic was also awkward, leaving fans to question whether he turned face again.
· Prime Time Players vs. Los Matadores: It's not slightest that I've been a major advocate of the Players as WWE Tag Team Champions since they won the belts at Money in the Bank and I actually enjoyed the title rematch they contested with The New Day, but this bout was awful. Not only did I not care about to begin with, but then Los Matadores won! Why! I surely hope this doesn't mean WWE is getting lazy and they're going to book yet another "get all tandems on the SummerSlam card" match.
· The Bella Twins vs. Team BAD: I thoroughly enjoyed almost all of the Divas matches that occurred this week, especially the excellent Triple Threat match from Battleground. The only women's match I took issue with, however, was the tag team match from SmackDown. It was nice of WWE to hype something for SmackDown for once (much less a Divas match), but it was bizarre for The Bella Twins to acting like the babyface duo throughout. If WWE thought they were going to run into an issue with who the crowd would cheer for, then why bother booking a heel vs. heel match at all? It was well-wrestled and all, but the confusion surrounding the Bellas hindered the quality of the contest for this viewer.
