WEEK OF JULY 26, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: THE USOS VS. THE WYATT FAMILY - BATTLEGROUND
I may be in the minority here, but I've personally grown tired of seeing The Usos and The Wyatt Family face off. I can understand why they've had so many matches since the tag team division is depleted at the moment. While I may be sick of seeing the two teams square off, I am not at all sick of the matches they produce. The action in every one of their matches is absolutely electric and it was no different at Battleground in their 2-out-of-3 Falls Match for the WWE Tag Team Championship. The first two falls were nothing special, but they went all out for the third and final falls. From the false finishes to the complete anarchy, The Usos and The Wyatt laid it all on the line for the twin titles. Following a double splash on Erick Rowan, The Usos maintained possession of their straps... for now. Is this the end of the line of this long running rivalry or is it only a matter of time before they cross paths once again? 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: ROMAN REIGNS
Roman Reigns has shown a tremendous amount of potential since breaking off on his own. Headlining this third consecutive pay-per-view, Reigns aniliated everyone in his path of destruction during the WWE World Heavyweight Championship match at Battleground. Despite a strong showing, Reigns came within moments of winning the gold, watching on from afar as John Cena sealed the victory. However, Reigns would bounce back from the loss the next night on Raw with a massive victory over Randy Orton and Kane in 2-on-1 Handicap action. On Friday's SmackDown, Reigns also took out Alberto Del Rio in what was a surprisingly solid matchup. How long will it be before he and Triple H finally clash? 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: MONDAY NIGHT RAW, JULY 21
Battleground was one of the more talked about events in recent memory for WWE. Some fans thought it was great, others thought it was the worst thing they had seen in months. I fell in the former category of those that enjoyed the event, but I could certainly see why some may not have liked it as much. The action may not have been as strong as some would have hoped, but I personally thought the show did a great deal in setting up SummerSlam. There was no debate, however, regarding how great the next night's Raw was. From the return of Brock Lesnar to the awesome angle with Stephanie McMahon and Brie Bella to the great match between Dolph Ziggler and The Miz, there was a lot to like about the show. Sure, it wasn't without its flaws (see: Flo Rida), but all things considered, it was a fun night. It also got this viewer extremely excited for SummerSlam, a show that is shaping up to be one of the most epic events in ages. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Brock Lesnar returns: He's baaaaack! Yes, Lesnar's return was extremely predictable, but Paul Heyman's promo made it all worthwhile. It made Lesnar vs. John Cena at SummerSlam one of the most anticipated matches in recent memory, and Cena wasn't even present on Raw! Lesnar hasn't said a single word since breaking The Streak which is probably for the better given his lack of mic skills. If the rest of the build for the SummerSlam matchup will be this good, then I'm excited for the weeks to come.
· Stephanie McMahon and Brie Bella: It's been obvious for months now that Stephanie McMahon is one of the best heels in WWE today and she's not even an active competitor. However, she was extra awesome this week in her confrontation with Brie Bella, who also showed great fire, at ringside. Stephanie's "arrest" later in the night was well done even if it was dragged out longer than it needed to be. I never thought I'd say this, but I'm actually looking forward to a Brie and Stephanie match at SummerSlam.
· Rusev vs. Jack Swagger: Somehow, this has been one of hte hottest feuds in WWE in recent weeks and their matches at Battleground and on Main Event were both very good. Swagger was well protected in his loss at Battleground and Rusev remains undefeated for a little longer. I still hold out hope that they're capable of so much more, but it's been so far, so good and I surely hope a rubber match between them is in the immediate future.
· Nation of Domination 2.0: I'll be calling this a reboot of the Nation of Domination until it's given an official name. In any event, this was incredibly intriguing, especially given who was involved. Kofi Kingston has been treading water for years, Big E has been doing nothing lately and Xavier Woods has been wasted since being called up to the main roster. Banding them together might do wonders for them all, but only if they turn heel. Definitely be on the lookout for these three in coming weeks.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. The Miz: Say what you will about Miz, but he's capable of having great matches and his latest bout with Ziggler was one of them. The two have such good chemistry together that it's near impossible for them to had a bad match. The crowd was invested in the action and desperately wanted to see Ziggler win. Yes, Miz shouldn't lose many non-title matches as champion, but I figured this was a way of setting up a series of matches between the two that I highly anticipate.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Cesaro: If you thought their Raw match was good, go out of your way to check out their clash on SmackDown. It was off-the-charts entertaining and both guys put forth a strong effort. It was a nice win for Ambrose and it furthered his feud with Seth Rollins well. After this outing, I'd be completely stunned if WWE doesn't have a direction for Cesaro going forward.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Flo Rida performs: Rarely ever do I skip anything while watching Raw, even when I'm watching on DVR. Flo Rida's performance on Raw this week was the exception to that. I simply didn't care. The fact I'm not a fan of his is irrelevant, but wrestling and music rarely ever mix. Clearly, this was done to garner mainstream attention and perhaps to kill some time on the three hour show. I guess it was cool to see Flo Rida "wrap up" his feud with Heath Slater from WrestleMania 28, but that's about it.
· Adam Rose vs. Fandango: I'm still wondering why this match was even added to the Battleground pre-show. Seriously, why? The match was no more than a minute or so long and it was the same shtick we've been seeing for weeks with Fandango, Layla and Summer Rae. It's been one of the most pointless stories in WWE for months and it boggles my mind why it's still happening. Even as a Rosebud, I couldn't enjoy this match. Please skip to the conclusion of this angle and get it over with already.
· Bo Dallas vs. Damien Sandow: Sandow's impersonation of LeBron James was actually pretty comical, but the way this was all handled was strange. Sandow garnered good heat for his promo, but Dallas was portrayed as the babyface for some reason. I expected him to cut a promo telling the Miami fans to "Bo-lieve," but nothing. Why has WWE been feeding Dallas heel opponents for no reason? It confuses fans whether they should cheer or boo him.
· Rybaxel vs. The Usos: First off, the match between Ryback and Jey Uso on Main Event felt pointless. The Usos are better in tag team action than they are in singles and Jey's match with Ryback was far from interesting. I figured it was done to set up (another) feud between the two teams, but apparently not after what happened on SmackDown. Their tag match was good, but the finish was lame. Twin magic? Really? You'd think The Usos would be above that at this point. I guess not.
· Charlotte vs. Summer Rae: I was looking forward to this match given how well the breakup of the BFFs has been booked so far. Unfortunately, their title match on this week's NXT came across as a disappointment. The crowd chanting that they didn't care was a bit harsh, but it might have been due to the fact that neither of them are faces right now. With Charlotte winning clean, does that mean their rivalry is already over? I don't mind them feuding, but a face and a heel needs to be established.
· Adam Rose vs. Heath Slater: This marked the third time they have faced off on Superstars in the last month and hasn't gotten any better. The matches themselves aren't bad, but the fact Rose has become a Superstars regular pretty much solidifies the fact that the character has been a flop. Meanwhile, Slater eliminated Cesaro from the Battleground Battle Royal for the Intercontinental Championship, yet lost here. Unreal.
