Week of July 27, 2019
Match of the Week: Drew Gulak vs. Isiah "Swerve" Scott - 205 Live, July 23
Isiah "Swerve" Scott was signed to a developmental deal by WWE shortly after WrestleMania 35. He made his debut on NXT TV less than three months later as a participant in the NXT Breakout Tournament, and even in defeat, he came across like a star. This week, he had the opportunity of a lifetime when he took on reigning WWE Cruiserweight Champion Drew Gulak in the main event of 205 Live. As you would probably expect, he had a hell of a showing and it was a fantastic match. Don't be surprised if he joins the Cruiserweight division full-time sooner rather than later.
Superstar of the Week: Stone Cold Steve Austin
The only other time I have featured Stone Cold Steve Austin as my "Superstar of the Week" was the week of Raw 25 in January 2018. He stole the show that night and Raw Reunion this past week was no different. I'm not too high on WWE bringing back the legends of yesteryear when they can't manage to make stars out of who they have today, but Stone Cold's appearances on WWE TV are so far and few between that it's an absolute treat whenever he does show up. He sent the crowd into a frenzy with his toast at Raw Reunion and reminded fans of a better time in Raw's history.
Show of the Week: WWE 205 Live, July 23
205 Live continues to feature some of the best wrestling you'll see anywhere in WWE, and this week's installment was a prime example of that. In addition to the awesome main event, there was a terrific tag team match pitting Humberto Carrillo and Raul Mendoza against The Lucha House Party. Those four exceptional athletes kicked off the night on a high note, and then, Oney Lorcan squashed some fool within a minute. It was a very entertaining episode on the whole, so if you aren't already tuning in weekly, start now because you're missing out on excellent in-ring action.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Bray Wyatt attacks Mick Foley: I realize it's only been one week, but I've been really digging what WWE has been doing with Bray Wyatt since he returned to Raw. Last week, he targeted Finn Balor, and this week, he laid out a legend on Mick Foley. I wasn't a fan of how Raw Reunion did nothing to showcase the current members of the Raw and SmackDown Live rosters, but if anyone truly benefited from the Hall of Famers coming back for one night, it was Wyatt. I thought Wyatt putting Foley down with the Mandible Claw was a nice touch, especially since it's rare we see Foley get physical nowadays.
· Kofi Kingston and Randy Orton: I've been saying for months that the best possible challenger to WWE Champion Kofi Kingston right now is Orton. Kevin Owens, Dolph Ziggler and Samoa Joe never felt like true threats to the title, but Orton definitely does. Granted, I have no desire to see him capture the championship, but Kingston beating him at SummerSlam would be a big boost to his credibility as a main event player. Plus, they have a ton of history to play off of from their ruthless rivalry over 10 years ago.
· Miz TV with Shawn Michaels: This is what we should have seen at Raw Reunion instead of that lame D-Generation X reunion Michaels took part in. I was curious as to why Michaels of all people would appear on Miz TV, and while I heavily doubt he's coming back for another match, this segment served to get more heat on Dolph Ziggler and further The Miz's feud with him. Fans have been drawing comparisons between Michaels and Ziggler for years, so it was cool to see them finally interact before Ziggler left him laying.
· Humberto Carrillo and Raul Mendoza vs. The Lucha House Party: Why the hell wasn't Mendoza brought up to 205 Live sooner to team with Carrillo? They had a great thing going in NXT, and although Carrillo has had a pretty good run for himself in the Cruiserweight division so far, it's not like he's been vying for the WWE Cruiserweight Championship every week. Here's hoping their partnership is here to stay on 205 Live because this was an incredibly fun match.
· Jordan Myles vs. Angel Garza: I'm a big fan of both men and believe they have a ton of potential. However, this should have been the finals of the NXT Breakout Tournament, not the semifinals. This had a sense of unpredictability about it that I don't think the finals will have, no matter who Myles ends up facing between Bronson Reed and Cameron Grimes. On the bright side, this was a quality contest with Myles and Garza putting forth an excellent effort. As I've said time and time again, this tourney has been a blast so far and the perfect way for fans familiarize themselves with the talent of tomorrow. Regardless of who ultimately reigns supreme in this thing, I'm looking forward to finding out which championship they will choose to contend for.
This Week's Low Points
· Raw Reunion: I've always been a big proponent of the Raw Reunion/Old School Raw concept, simply because I love seeing familiar faces return for one night only. In fact, I feel like I was in the minority of fans who enjoyed Raw Reunion, but I'm putting the idea of the episode in the "Low Points" column because of how it did nothing to make me want to tune in next week. The legends had some memorable moments and that's great, but no one on the current roster (aside from Bray Wyatt) were better off by the time the show ended. They need to start focusing on the talent of tomorrow before bringing back the stars of yesteryear.
· AJ Styles vs. Seth Rollins: I can't even begin to tell you how much it bothered me that WWE threw this rematch from Money in the Bank out there on Raw with barely any hype behind it. Worse yet, it was less of a match and more of an angle with it lasting all of a few minutes before ending in a non-finish. That then led into The Club being made to look like losers at the hands of D-Generation X and the nWo. I've read that the legends were actually against the idea but were ultimately overruled. That's pretty messed up if you ask me.
· Roman Reigns vs. Samoa Joe: Reigns and Joe normally have pretty good chemistry with each other, but I fail to see what purpose this match was supposed to serve. Joe is coming off a string of losses to Kofi Kingston and Ricochet, so the last thing he needed was another loss to Reigns. Despite that, this match went on as planned and culminated in predictable fashion with Reigns scoring the clean victory over Joe. I fear this program will continue considering Reigns has nothing else lined up for SummerSlam right now.
· Moment of Bliss with Becky Lynch and Natalya: I really want to care about this feud, but I just can't. Lynch is in desperate need of interesting competition and Natayla is not the answer. That was apparent during this segment when Lynch and Natalya attempted to get viewers excited for their Raw Women's Championship clash at SummerSlam with their back-and-forth on the mic, but nothing they said seemed to stick with the masses. Where's Ronda Rousey when you need her?
· Ember Moon vs. Charlotte Flair: Speaking of the women, it couldn't be more obvious that WWE has lost their way with the women's division on both brands since WrestleMania 35. It feels like the ladies are getting less and less television time by the week and this match was a prime example. It marked the first time these two have gone one-on-one, which would normally be a big deal. Instead, WWE treated it like a total afterthought by barely hyping it up and then giving them all of one minute. Moon's victory over Flair should have been huge for her, but it meant nothing because of how it happened and because the match was disappointing Here's hoping Bayley vs. Moon and Flair's rumored matchup with Trish Stratus get more time to shine at SummerSlam.
