Week of July 28, 2018
Match of the Week: Aleister Black vs. Tommaso Ciampa: NXT Championship Match - NXT, July 25
Not often is the NXT Championship defended on NXT TV, so you had to know it was a big deal when Aleister Black agreed to defend the gold against Tommaso Ciampa mere weeks ahead of NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn IV. Both men have been lighting it up in the heavyweight ranks for months now, so it shouldn't have come as any surprise that they delivered an absolutely terrific title match filled with exceptional in-ring action and storytelling. Those final few minutes were pretty intense, but when Johnny Gargano emerged and inadvertently awarded the title to Ciampa, the entire arena went silent. 

Superstar of the Week: Samoa Joe
Despite not competing in a match at Extreme Rules, Samoa Joe has quietly been building momentum on SmackDown Live and staking his claim at the WWE Championship. On Tuesday, he added another Superstar to his long list of victims when he swiftly defeated R-Truth in a matter of a minutes. His night didn't end there, though, as he later reemerged to reveal himself as AJ Styles' latest WWE Championship challenger at SummerSlam. In choking out The Phenomenal One, he sent the message that the gold is as good as his come the August extravaganza. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, July 25
While Raw continues to bore me to tears from week to week (outside of a few highlights here and there), SmackDown Live has been lighting it up on Tuesday nights. Almost everything about the blue brand just seems to be clicking at the moment. From the WWE Championship picture to Randy Orton's heel turn piquing my interest to Daniel Bryan feuding with The Miz, there are several storylines worth investing in on the program and it's such a refreshing change of pace compared to Raw. The rest of the road to SummerSlam for SmackDown should be fun. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns vs. Bobby Lashley: Once again, Reigns and Lashley exceeded my expectations with another entertaining outing. I'd even argue their Raw match was better their Extreme Rules match, probably because there was actually something on the line in their latest encounter. Then again, I think every already assumed that Reigns was winning and thus him beating Lashley didn't come as much of a surprise. I still say that Lashley vs. Brock Lesnar at SummerSlam (if not a Triple Threat will all three guys) would have been a better option, but Vince McMahon has had his mind set on Reigns vs. Lesnar forever and now he'll get it (again).
· WWE Evolution: I could have done without shoving the announcement down our throats throughout Raw and SmackDown Live by constantly bringing up how historic it is, but the announcement itself was cool and came across like a major deal. Granted, other companies have done an all-women's pay-per-view before, but this a big step in the right direction for WWE and there is definitely an audience for it. Plus, the possibilities are endless with the different matches we could see with the women of the past and present.
· Seth Rollins and Finn Balor vs. Dolph Ziggler and Drew McIntyre: I can't say I'm thrilled we're getting yet another match between Rollins and Ziggler for the Intercontinental Championship at SummerSlam, but at least we know it'll be good like this tag team affair was. Whether they're partners or opponents, Rollins and Balor have always worked well together and I enjoyed the chemistry they had here with Ziggler and McIntyre. It was logical for Rollins to pin Ziggler in order to earn himself a title shot at SummerSlam, but I hope it turns into some sort of a multi-man matchup.
· Randy Orton promo: Is there any doubt that this was Orton's best promo in a long while? I honestly can't think of one from recent years that was stronger than this. He did an excellent job of establishing his reasoning for turning heel and for targeting Jeff Hardy. It certainly looks like Orton vs. Hardy vs. Shinsuke Nakamura is the direction they're going in for SummerSlam and that could be a terrific Triple Threat match.
· The Miz attacks Daniel Bryan: It was blatantly obvious that the main event segment on SmackDown served to promote the premiere of Miz & Mrs. immediately after the show ended more than further the feud between Miz and Bryan, but it managed to accomplish both. Miz, per usual, was fantastic on the mic in being extremely obnoxious and selling his show before Bryan emerged. The fake baby swerve was well done and put more heat on Miz as they head into their likely pay-per-view match next month. Furthermore, the last minute of Miz's promo before SmackDown went off the air was, well, awesome. They play off of each other perfectly. Look for them to rip it up in Brooklyn and potentially steal the show because they have all the tools to do so.
This Week's Low Points
· The B-Team vs. "Woken" Matt Hardy and Bray Wyatt: I really wish this feud would just end already because it isn't doing anyone any favors. First and foremost, the Raw tag team division is in shambles at the moment and The B-Team being in possession of the twin titles is the wrong move because they are basically comic relief. Their matches with Hardy and Wyatt have been mediocre at best, and as if that wasn't bad enough, fans officially have no clue who to cheer for between the two tandems. The B-Team won clean on Raw before being attacked by The Deleters of Worlds for no reason whatsoever. This whole program is confusing.
· Braun Strowman attacks Jinder Mahal: The sole saving grace of this segment was Kevin Owens' promo. The Strowman vs. Owens feud continuing does nothing for me because Owens has been made out to look like a loser since the start, but it makes sense since Owens technically won their match at Extreme Rules. His fiery promo on Monday night was great, whereas everything Strowman said sounded scripted. And then Mahal wasted everyone's time by doing breathing techniques with Strowman before being laid out. Ugh.
· The Authors of Pain and Titus Worldwide: Yes, I'm glad Authors of Pain are back to being featured on Raw weekly after being missing in action for a few months, but they might as well be left off the show if this is the garbage they are going to be subjected to. The promos from Titus O'Neil and Apollo Crews were pretty abysmal, but Authors of Pain were at fault here as well because their mic work was terrible. It's almost as if a certain manager shouldn't have been removed from their act on the main roster to begin with. Seriously, someone give Paul Ellering a call and bring him back ASAP.
· Ember Moon vs. Liv Morgan: I'm all for Moon picking up victories, but it was so stupid to have her lose to Sarah Logan last week out of nowhere and then face Morgan for the third time on this week's show. Nothing was accomplished, it was a pointless match, and no one in the audience could have cared less. The Riott Squad has been lost without Ruby Riott, so here's hoping she recovers quickly and returns soon.
· The New Day vs. SAnitY: As a match, this was perfectly solid, even if it wasn't as enjoyable as their encounter on the Extreme Rules Kickoff show. I figured New Day would win, but it didn't make the outcome any less disappointing. I realize SAnitY won both at Extreme Rules and on SmackDown Live last week, but WWE should be making more of an effort to protect them. At this point, they feel like every other tandem on the blue brand. In other words, they aren't special in the slightest, whereas WWE had the chance to do something special with them upon their arrival but they failed. As I've said before, the group is far from "damaged goods" territory, but they need a consistent string of victories under their belt in order to get back on the right track.
