Week of July 30, 2016
Match of the Week: Sami Zayn vs. Kevin Owens - Battleground, July 24
How often is it that we're treated to three Match of the Year candidates within the span of 24 hours? It was another one of those weeks where I wouldn't argue with you if you said Dean Ambrose vs. Seth Rollins vs. Roman Reigns was most deserving of the Match of the Week award, or even Charlotte vs. Sasha Banks from Raw. But to me, no bout was better than Sami Zayn vs. Kevin Owens at Battleground, and quite honestly, it might have been the greatest main roster match all year. I haven't shied away from saying their feud has been my favorite of 2016 due to its simplicity, storied history and the stellar chemistry they have together. Their rivalry culminated in a masterpiece of a match on Sunday night when they took each other to their absolute limits only for Zayn to finally overcome Owens. Wrestling can indeed be beautiful. 

Superstar of the Week: Finn Balor
Previously, I determined my Superstar of the Week based off who had the strongest showing across Raw and SmackDown. But with the Brand Split back in effect, it looks like I will have to go with whoever impressed me the most on their respective show, and for this week, it would undoubtedly have to be Finn Balor. I'm sure I wasn't the only one who knew this kid (and I use that term loosely because he's 35-years-old) was destined for big things as soon as he was drafted to the flagship show last week, and his Raw arrival only further backed up that claim. In his first ever match on Monday nights, he won a Fatal 4-Way against three of Raw's most valiant competitors before advancing to the main event to face Roman Reigns, who he beat in surprisingly clean fashion. The future is bright for The Demon in WWE. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, July 25
Oh, how I missed the Brand Split and the competition it created. And I couldn't be more ecstatic that it's back. Look at the past week in WWE as pure proof that the Brand Split can work. I realize not every week going forward can be as exceptional as this one was, but when WWE gets it right, they get it really, really right. Battleground, in my opinion, was easily the best pay-per-view WWE has done all year. I feel like I say that every month, but I honestly believe the events are improving every month and Battleground will be tough to beat. SmackDown Live had a solid first episode on Tuesday nights (the Draft notwithstanding) albeit unspectacular. Meanwhile, Raw on Monday night was likely the greatest episode not only in 2016 but in several years, as there was very little if anything wrong with it. A near-perfect night. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Dean Ambrose vs. Seth Rollins vs. Roman Reigns: After nearly four years, we finally received the match we have been highly anticipating for ages, and it definitely did not disappoint. The Shield Triple Threat match was every bit as excellent as I hoped it would be, which was even more surprising considering there were several factors working against it. From Reigns being out for a month due to his suspension and the authority figures present at ringside, this match could have very well been a disaster, but it wasn't. Rather, all three men put forth a phenomenal performance and I loved the little storytelling tidbits throughout. What a way to end an era (of sorts).
· 'The Highlight Reel' with Randy Orton: I feared going into Battleground that Orton's long awaited return would be overshadowed by everything else at the event, but that didn't end up being the case whatsoever. In fact, his hilarious segment with Chris Jericho was one of the more memorable parts of the pay-per-view. They work off each other so easily and both of them brought their A-game here, especially Orton. Jericho has been a riot in this role for months, but The Viper looked more motivated than I have ever seen him before.
· Bayley's debut: No, the "predictability" of it didn't make the moment any less magical. In fact, I would say it added to it. Let's face it: the crowd would have booed whoever else it would have been out of the building, so it had to have been Bayley. I know I said I would have held off on her arrival until after SummerSlam, but I can't complain about this because it came off so well, and the audience ate it up. The match that followed with Bayley and Banks teaming up to defeat the duo of Charlotte and Dana Brooke was a ton of fun, too. This confirmed Bayley will have no problem getting over on the main roster.
· Charlotte vs. Sasha Banks: What a week for the women. This was another instance where I was thinking they would wait until SummerSlam to crown Banks the new WWE Women's Champion, but I have zero issue with them speeding up the process by doing the title change on Raw, if only because Monday marked the official beginning of the "New Era." And what better way to ring in the New Era than with the greatest women's match to ever occur on the main roster?
· Fatal 4-Way qualifying matches: Similar to the aforementioned title change, you won't be seeing these type of things every week on Raw, and I actually hope we don't because they would lose their specialty quite quickly. But for one night, however, these 4-ways worked wonderfully. One of the biggest pros of a three hour show is the extensive amount of time matches can sometimes be given, and both bouts made amazing use of the time. All eight athletes involved shined at one point or another, and it made the main event that much more meaningful because Roman Reigns vs. Finn Balor wasn't announced at the start of the show. When done sparingly, these matches are a treat.
· Six-Pack Challenge: I enjoyed Raw's Fatal 4-Way matches and main event slightly more, but this was still a solid way for SmackDown to determine a new No. 1 Contender to the WWE World Championship. Not only was the action entertaining, but they didn't foreshadow the finish at all. Dolph Ziggler was the last person I expected to win, but good for him for finally earning that big win. Now let's see if his push is here to stay.
This Week's Low Points
· Rusev vs. Zack Ryder: This wasn't a bad bout by any means, but basically, it paled in comparison to all the other amazing and historic happenings on the show. This was an average midcard match at best, but at the very least, Ryder looked fine in defeat, and I liked how it took Rusev a little extra to put him away (although that alternate Accolade doesn't look like it hurts whatsoever). While I was personally pulling for Ryder to score the upset victory, I don't think many people predicted or thought that was happening, killing the excitement factor for them. Mojo Rawley made his main roster debut afterward, so that was something, right? Right?!
· The Miz vs. Darren Young: Rusev vs. Ryder had its moments, whereas Miz vs. Young just fell flat for this viewer. And it's a shame because the feud had been built up surprisingly well in the weeks leading up to it. I don't know whether it was a lack of chemistry or the crowd not caring who won, but the confusing finish certainly didn't do the match any favors. Miz was apparently counted out, but it definitely didn't look that way, and to make matters worse, not even the announcers could clear it up for us. Will the feud continue going forward?
· WWE Universal Championship: I have no problem with the creation of the WWE Universal Championship if only because we all expected Raw to get a world title once the WWE World Championship was assigned to SmackDown, but the name of the new belt sounds stupendously stupid. Even the explanation was corny. If it's for the people, according to Mick Foley, why not just call it "The People's Championship"? No, I'm not advocating that they do, but you understand my point. I don't know if a name change is possible, but it should be. The first champion won't be crowned till SummerSlam!
· Enzo Amore and Big Cass vs. The Shining Stars: When I said earlier that Raw was near-perfect on Monday night, I meant it, and including this contest in the "Low Points" column is merely nitpicking. It obviously wasn't as newsworthy as everything else that occurred on the show, but hey, Hulu Plus needs to cut something out of their edited shows! In all seriousness, this was virtually harmless, though The Shining Stars continue to do nothing for me.
· Randy Orton vs. The Miz: I enjoyed 'The Highlight Reel' more than 'Miz TV', but that isn't to say it was atrocious. It wasn't that segment that bothered me but rather the subsequent match, which was a total disappointment in my eyes. I might not have been expecting an instant classic from them, but with it being Orton's first match since October and Miz being the Intercontinental champion, I was hoping for more of a competitive contest between the two. What we received instead was Orton absolutely decimating The Awesome One and putting him away in decisive fashion. If nothing else, it made The Viper look all the more vicious heading into SummerSlam.
· SmackDown women's segment: I thought Becky Lynch and Natalya contested a better bout on SmackDown Live than they did at Battleground because it didn't have to follow an insanely hot match. But what followed was a total train wreck. I loved when Alexa Bliss came out to make a statement...and then Naomi returned...and then Carmella debuted...and then Eva Marie wanted to leaving a lasting impression as well. Too much!
