WEEK OF JULY 6, 2013
MATCH OF THE WEEK: JOHN CENA VS. ALBERTO DEL RIO - RAW, JULY 1
Let's be honest for a second: Champion vs. Champion matches in WWE haven't meant anything for years. They are usually given away on free television without any real hype and aren't made out to feel prestigious whatsoever. However, that all changed on this week's episode of Monday Night Raw. Shortly before the show began, it was announced that WWE Champion John Cena would be going one-on-one with World Heavyweight Champion Alberto Del Rio in the main event. While it might have seemed like any ordinary match, the video packages that aired throughout the night showing the history of each title helped make the match much more meaningful. Not only that, but the bout itself was very enjoyable that was enhanced by the awesome chemistry that Cena and Del Rio have together. The outside inference from Dolph Ziggler and Mark Henry at the end helped further each individual's respective feud going into the Money in the Bank pay-per-view. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: DOLPH ZIGGLER
Everything seemed to come crashing down for Dolph Ziggler after winning the World Heavyweight Championship the night after WrestleMania 29. First he suffered a severe concussion in May, and then lost his golden prize to Alberto Del Rio at WWE Payback. However, since turning a new leaf and embracing the WWE Universe, Ziggler has been riding a wave of momentum. On Raw, Ziggler soundly defeated Jinder Mahal before outsmarting 3MB. He did the same on SmackDown after scoring an impressive victory over Drew McIntyre. Prior to the bout, the bleached blonde Superstar cut a great promo discussing his recent change of heart. I have a strong feeling we'll see a refreshed and rejuvenated Dolph Ziggler challenge Del Rio come Money in the Bank. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: FRIDAY NIGHT SMACKDOWN - JULY 5, 2013
After two weeks of entertaining editions of Monday Night Raw, the flagship show wasn't as great as usual this past week. While it wasn't a horrendous show by any means, it simply didn't have the same feel as it did the previous two weeks. Nonetheless, the main event, CM Punk saga and hype for the Money in the Bank pay-per-view were good enough to make the show feel worth watching. WWE Main Event was just as enjoyable as it was last week, featuring a great match between Christian and Damien Sandow along with two squash matches highlighting Jack Swagger and Big E Langston. However, it's hard to argue that Raw or Main Event were better than Friday Night SmackDown this week. There was hardly anything to complain about this week on the blue brand, as it featured two strong matches and effective progression of many Money in the Bank feuds. Throw in a rare appearance from CM Punk and you've got yourself the best show on WWE programming in the last seven days. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· CM Punk vs. Alberto Del Rio: These two always work well together, and their SmackDown match was no different. They provided an entertaining back-and-forth match that ultimately ended in a double count-out. Punk saving Paul Heyman from an attack from Del Rio was particularly intriguing and has me looking forward to what comes next in the suspenseful storyline.
· Randy Orton vs. Christian: This match was reminiscent of their ruthless rivalry from 2011 and proved why Christian and Orton never fail to have a great match. The false finishes kept this viewer extremely entertained from start to finish, all while providing excellent hype for the All-Stars Money in the Bank Ladder match.
· CM Punk and Curtis Axel vs. Prime Time Players: The match itself wasn't much to write home about, but the apparent tension between Punk and Axel was what the primary focus was in this contest. The Prime Time Players had an impressive outing against the duo and looked good in defeat. I, for one, can't wait for what comes next in the CM Punk saga involving Paul Heyman and company.
· Mark Henry promo: Despite being bothered by the obnoxious "What?!" chants from the live crowd, Mark Henry cut a good promo on Monday's Raw. He touched upon why he deserves to be WWE Champion and why John Cena should be intimidated by him at Money in the Bank. It leaves me wondering if Henry will be competing in his first match since returning before the event or not. If not, at least he has his strong promos to fall back on.
· Christian vs. Damien Sandow: WWE Main Event always features underrated matches, and this was one of them. Christian and Sandow put forth a nice effort in their bout on the Wednesday night program while Cody Rhodes provided good commentary. The slow burning breakup of Team Rhodes Scholars continues.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Daniel Bryan heel turn: I realize he didn't execute a full heel turn this week, but it was definitely teased on Raw. As entertaining as his encounters with Randy Orton and Kane are, I can't help but think WWE is setting up a heel turn for Bryan at some point in the foreseeable future. That would be a stupendously stupid move given how over he is with the live crowds right now.
· Sheamus vs. Fandango: After spending a month on the sidelines due to a concussion, Fandango returned to action this week... only to lose to Sheamus via count-out. Wait, what? Fandango was able to regain lost momentum in his win over Justin Gabriel on SmackDown, but I fail to see why his return was poorly treated on Raw.
· The Miz vs. Ryback: At this point in time, I'm still on the fence on Ryback's new complaining gimmick. On one hand, it's something new for him that could help him garner the heat he desperately needs. On the other hand, it makes him look weak and a loss to Miz via forfeit does him no favors. Nonetheless, I fully expect him to defeat Chris Jericho at the Money in the Bank event.
· Antonio Cesaro vs. Cody Rhodes: The match wasn't even all that bad. If anything, it felt fresh given the fact these two have never clashed in singles action before. However, I placed in the "Low Lights" section due to the fact that it was too short. Heel vs. heel matches are always awkward and the live crowd didn't have any incentive to cheer for either guy. I understand it was done to hype the World Heavyweight Championship Contract Money in the Bank Ladder match, but there are other ways of accomplishing that.
· Kaitlyn vs. Alicia Fox: Was it really necessary to have the same mediocre match twice in one week? The furthering of the feud between AJ Lee and Kaitlyn was weak on Raw (I think we were all expecting different modeling photos), but at least it was kept simple and effective on SmackDown.
