Week of July 6, 2019
Match of the Week: Tony Nese, Oney Lorcan and Gentleman Jack Gallagher vs. Drew Gulak, Ariya Daivari and Mike Kanellis - 205 Live, July 2
The Cruiserweights once again had the best bout in all of WWE this week, this time on 205 Live. It's rare we see six-man tag team matches on the show, so Tuesday's main event was a special treat with Tony Nese teaming up with Oney Lorcan and Gentleman Jack Gallagher to take on Drew Gulak, Ariya Daivari and Mike Kanellis. All six stars have been feuding in recent weeks, so not only did this progress their respective rivalries, the in-ring action was also extremely entertaining. Nese was able to pick up the victory and build momentum ahead of his match at Extreme Rules with Gulak.
Superstar of the Week: Samoa Joe
Last week, I gave The New Day my "Superstar of the Week" award for their dominance across WWE, but it looks like they may have finally met their match in Samoa Joe. The Samoan submission specialist first burst onto the WWE Championship scene one night removed from Stomping Grounds, and on Monday night, he did what no one else has been able to do since WrestleMania 35: defeat Kofi Kingston. He rode that wave of momentum into SmackDown Live when he engaged in a war of words with Kingston, and although he ended up looking up at the lights, he remains a threat to the title.
Show of the Week: WWE 205 Live, July 2
This award has quickly become a back-and-forth between NXT and 205 Live, as the main shows simply aren't cutting it for me at the moment. Granted, they could be on the ascent sooner rather than later with Paul Heyman and Eric Bischoff taking creative control, but that doesn't change how 205 Live was the superior show this week. In addition to the aforementioned main event, the opener saw The Lucha House Party do battle with The Singh Brothers in a fun tornado tag team match. That was all there was to the episode, which I liked a lot. Less is more.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Braun Strowman vs. Bobby Lashley: I'm sure I wasn't the only one who had zero idea this would be the best thing on Raw this week. I dug the idea to kick the show off with a match for a change and a chaotic one at that. Not only that, they raised the bar a bit by crashing through the video wall on the stage and sending the crowd into a frenzy. This was an unbelievable scene unlike anything we have seen on Raw in a long time. Everything from the way it was executed to even the camera angles was perfect and such a breath of fresh air. If this is what we can expect from the "Paul Heyman era," then I'm very excited.
· Ricochet vs. AJ Styles: For the second straight week, Ricochet and Styles produced an entertaining main event for Raw. It wasn't on the level of last week's encounter and I'm confident they're capable of more, but this served its purpose in furthering their feud and giving Ricochet his win back over Styles. I thought the post-match stuff was even better with Styles officially reuniting with Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson to reform The Club and turning heel on Ricochet. The rest of this rivalry should be great.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Big E: There wasn't a ton to love about SmackDown Live this week outside of the Kofi Kingston and Samoa Joe verbal exchange, but this was a well-wrestled match between Bryan and Big E ahead of their SmackDown Tag Team Championship clash at Extreme Rules. I'd be all for Big E getting more opportunities to shine on his own against top-tier talent such as Bryan, especially since you know the day of him branching off into singles competition is coming sooner rather than later. Bryan winning was the right call.
· Roderick Strong vs. Tyler Breeze: I believe these two previously faced off on one of those World Collide shows from WrestleMania 35 weekend a while back, so that might explain why their chemistry was so strong here. It was an enjoyable encounter with plenty of back-and-forth action before Strong picked up the victory, which makes sense coming off his recent win over Velveteen Dream. A shot at the NXT North American Championship should be in his future.
· Cameron Grimes vs. Isiah "Swerve" Scott: The NXT Breakout Tournament kicked off with a bang last week with Angel Garza vs. Joaquin Wilde and continued on Wednesday night with another awesome mach between Grimes and Scott. I'm familiar with both men from the time they spent in IMPACT and Lucha Underground respectively and believe they have a ton of upside. This gave them the chance to showcase their skills, though of the two, I'd was slightly more impressed by Scott. He simply has that "star" presence about him and is more of a complete package than Grimes. Therefore, I wasn't thrilled with Scott getting eliminated in the first round of the tourney, but it was a fun matchup and I'm interested to see how far Grimes will go.
This Week's Low Points
· Seth Rollins and Becky Lynch vs. Mike and Maria Kanellis: On one hand, I was stoked to see Mike and Maria on Raw for the first time in forever this week. However, there's no denying that the Kanellis couple (or at least Mike) was completely buried in this bout. I realize it was designed to be a tune-up for Rollins and Lynch (who came across as extremely cringe-worthy in that backstage segment, by the way) ahead of their mixed tag team match at Extreme Rules, but it didn't do them any favors. As if that wasn't bad enough, Maria announcing she was pregnant out of nowhere was strange and then Mike tapped out to Lynch. Not a good look.
· The Undertaker promo: I had a feeling WWE wouldn't even bother to explain why Undertaker chose to align himself with Roman Reigns last week on Raw against Shane McMahon and Drew McIntyre. While I was pleasantly surprised that 'Taker actually spoke on Monday night, his promo was a bunch of nothing as always. It didn't make much sense and I'm still wondering why Shane's recent reign of terror matters so much to him. Hey, at least the crowd was happy to see him, but I've reached a point now where I just don't care.
· Lacey Evans vs. Natalya: I'm in full favor of Evans winning more matches, especially coming off her back-to-back losses to Lynch on pay-per-view. That said, this was total throwaway, and although Evans managed to score the victory, I don't feel like she benefited much from it. After all, Baron Corbin had to interfere in order to ensure that she didn't lose. Plus, Natalya has been directionless for many months, so I don't understand what the harm would have been in having Evans win clean. This wasn't terrible, but it could have been better.
· Bayley vs. Nikki Cross: From an in-ring standpoint, this was perfectly solid, but I'm not typically a fan of rematches so soon after the original encounter, especially when they aren't necessary. Cross beating Bayley last week should have automatically earned her a spot in the SmackDown Women's Championship matchup at Extreme Rules, but apparently not. Bayley getting her win back over Cross so soon defeats the purpose of Cross defeating her in the first place.
· The Kevin Owens Show with Shane McMahon and Drew McIntyre: Props to Owens for attempting to make this as entertaining as possible, but I immediately lose all interest in any segment featuring Shane and (sadly) McIntyre. They've been saying the same stuff for ages and I'm beyond ready for Shane to get off my television screen. On the bright side, this segment was less about them and more about the tension teased between Owens and Dolph Ziggler, who ended up teaming in the main event to take on Heavy Machinery. I think an Owens face run can work as long he has consistent direction (unlike last time), but Ziggler is an extremely flat character at the moment. We'll see where they go with it and if Owens can somehow find a way to make their feud fun.
